
Treasure in Jars of Clay - Evangelism 

2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
Intro 
BO: Why do you think Christians make such a big deal out of evangelism (or sharing Christ with unbelievers)? 

Engage: On Monday I had two things that I was going to do at night.  First I was going to go the MHS soccer games because 

a number of our guys are on the team and it was their last home game.  Second I was going to watch the Cubs 

game. Oh by the way, how about them Cubbies coming back in the 9th inning last night!  So on Monday I’m about 

to go the game and it hits me that this would be a good thing to invite my friend Joe to.  Joe had been one of the 

strongest Christians in our group in high school but has either disowned his faith or at least wants to hide any sort 

of being similar to other Christians.  Joe came to the soccer game and talked my ear off the whole time.  I invited 

him to the Cubs game but he told me, next time.  So I invited him again last night.  He came.  I’m trying to find a 

way to have a voice again in his spiritual life but really haven’t been successful.  You’ll remember I have talked 

about my friend Josh too.  He has moved out to Colorado and I don’t have really an active conversations with him.  

In many ways, you’re looking at a failure of an evangelist.  BUT... I’m trying 

Tran:  This is what I want you to hear tonight... 

THT: We have got to find a way to be active in sharing the gospel with unbelievers, other Christians, and even ourselves 

Stage: When I was in high school I took just two years of Spanish.  I remember the first semester feeling pretty good 

about myself but as time went on I started realizing that language is tough.  Here’s what I mean.  When the 

teacher asks you to share the past participle for the verb “to go” and you don’t even know what a past participle 

is in English, then you’re sunk.  Tonight will be a night full of “Christianeze”.  These are some of the most famous 

and helpful verses in this whole letter but we need to spend a little time defining terms before we get into 

application. 

 Ministers of Reconciliation: Minister- think about how a doctor or nurse sometimes must “administer” CPR.  What 

about reconciliation?  Think about a husband and wife that are separated and are considering divorce but are 

going to counseling seeking “reconciliation”.  Ministers of Reconciliation then are those who aid restoring God’s 

relationship to a person.  It’s evangelism.  When faith is shared with someone who didn’t understand but has 

come to find that Jesus desires a personal relationship with them through his death on the cross. 

 Great Exchange or Atonement: How Jesus lived the live we should have lived and then died the death we should 

have died.  Jesus exchanged his perfect life for our sinful one and then died a sinner’s death so we can have a 

sinless death. 

 There are some other terms like being an Ambassador of Christ or the judgment seat of Christ that I hope you can 

pick up on but for the sake of time we’ll need to keep moving. 

Prvw: We’ve spent this whole semester walking through the letter to the Corinthians and how Paul wants them to be 
sharing Christ.  Tonight we’ll see WHY.  WHY must we share the gospel as ministers of reconciliation? We’ll see it’s 
because of long term long-term fear, love, and life. 

THT: We have got to find a way to be active in sharing the gospel with unbelievers, other Christians, and even ourselves 

Pass: Our passage tonight will be 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

Long-Term Fear 
Read: 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known 

also to your conscience. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that 

you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart.   

Ex: Knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.  The first reason, on why we seek to persuade others is for the long-term 

fear of the Lord.  Remember last week and just the two verses right before. 

Read: 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment 

seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

Ex: It’s amazing to me how easy it is to forget this if we don’t constantly remind ourselves.  This life isn’t our home and we will be 

judged on how we spent our time on earth.  If we fear the Lord and our future judgment then we will share our faith! 

 Paul was saying that he had that long-term fear but wasn’t bragging.  He was only showing the difference between himself 

and those who were boasting about outward things. Those other people preaching to the Corinthians had short term fears.   



Feared: Reputation: how will I look if I share about Jesus?  Money: Is preaching the gospel an easy way to make a living?  Popularity: 

Can I become a household name that other people look to for advice? 

App: Do you have long or short term fears?  Thinking about the shortness of life keeps you focused on sharing your faith 

Ill: Yesterday I talked to a guy, Steve Zoss on the phone. He has pancreatic cancer.  A cancer they can’t remove.  They can treat 

with chemo but not do anything about.  He told me yesterday that knowing having this cancer has a way of making life less 

confusing.  He is living with purpose for the time he has left.  He told me that he felt great yesterday and so he went out and 

enjoyed it.  If the Lord gives him a few months that would be great but if the Lord gives him a few years then that would be 

great too.   

App: Do you live for the short term fears of reputation, money, popularity, having fun or the long term of living for the Lord? 

THT: We have got to find a way to be active in sharing the gospel.  Long term fear is only the first reason we share.  The 

second reason is Love.  It’s the love of Christ that controls.  
Love 
Read: 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ controls us, 

because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who 

live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

Ex: Like I said, I made some phone calls yesterday to some people in our church needing prayer.  One lady I called has a 

checkered past and after I had received the requests and was spending time praying, I had to literally stop my prayer and ask 

for forgiveness from God because I was merely listing off the needs that she said but believing the worst about her.  I really 

felt like the Holy Spirit was prompting to pray out of compassion, truth, and love and not judgment.   

Prin: Sharing your faith must come Christ’s love.  Christ has a love for all but we need to catch a vision for his love and not what we 

want to get out of a relationship.   

Ill: So many of my relationships exist based off of what I can get out of them.  I think of how Marla and I choose to spend our 

time is largely driven by my needs for church or my hobbies.  I want to feel good about myself so I look forward to a time that 

I can help a high school guy through something.   

App: If we’re Christians though then we are called to live a life of faith.  Believing that dying to my wants and living for Christ’s love 

is better.   

Life 
Ex: How is LIFE a reason for evangelism? If we are given eternal life then we are called to live a new earthly life.   

Read: 16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the 

flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 

sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Eternal Life given by God – First what is this eternal life? 
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a NEW CREATION.  God gives you a new purpose of living for his glory. 
RECONCILED us to himself not counting trespasses against them.  God restores our relationship with himself.  How 
did he reconcile us?  Made him to be sin who knew no sin that we might become righteousness of God 
Earthly Life lived out – Second, those who have eternal life are given a new earthly life.  3 new views 
Regard no one according to the flesh – Whether you use people for sexual satisfaction, social satisfaction, or even 
emotional satisfaction, you are chasing the wrong things.  We must see people eternally.  It’s how I can love a 
friend who is cussing in front of my wife and my parents and seek to keep with him.  He is an eternal being with 
eternal needs. 
The ministry of reconciliation – We’ve really spent most of our time talking about this ministry.  If you’re a 
Christian then you’ve must be sharing that god is the one who saves sinners. 
Ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us- We are God’s plan A for reaching the lost.  Do it! 

Conclusion 
App: I have thought about telling you guys to memorize a summary of the gospel.  I’ve thought about asking you to spend time 

praying tonight to ask God if there is one friend that you need to start sharing your faith with.  I’ve thought about asking you 

to have at least 3 conversations this week to share where you really are at in your faith. I don’t know what you need BUT... 

THT: We have got to find a way to be active in sharing the gospel bc of long-term fear, love of Christ, and our new life. 


