
Jesus Is Lord – Of Relationships 
Intro 
BO: What is the difference between doing something because you “have to” versus because you “want to”? How does 

cleaning your room, doing homework, going to church, hanging out with friends, work at your house? 

Engage:  There was an old children’s choir director at Grace that was gone even before I was out of grade school that was 

mean.  Nobody liked her.  But everyone obeyed her.  Why?  We were afraid of disobeying.  I remember my 

brother and I actually convinced my mom it was so bad that I didn’t even have to do it my 5th grade year.  I didn’t 

really get as a kid that my obedience to authority wasn’t based on how much I like that authority but on who I am 

in Jesus Christ.  Some obey out of fear of that person.  Some obey out of respect for the person.  Some disobey 

out of spite for that person.  But as a Christian we obey because of our relationship with Jesus as our Lord. 

THT: If you’re new, or a new creation, Jesus is Lord of your relationships too! 

Stage: I’d like to review the occasion for Paul to write this letter so let’s watch the Read Scripture videos.  

Video: Read Scripture: Colossians – Intro and 3:1-4:6 

Prvw: Tonight we’ll see that if you’re new it affects relationships too.  I had planned from the beginning of this message 

series that we’d handle a chapter and a half all in one week.  You may think I’m crazy but I hope that you 

understand why I did it this way.  It’s this overarching idea that if you’ve been made new by Christ then living 

within that truth will affect all the aspects of your life. As 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your 

heart as working for the Lord, not for men.” 

Pass: We’ll be looking at Colossians 3:1-4:6 so turn there in your bibles. 

THT: If you’re new, Jesus is Lord of your relationships too! 

New In Christ 
Set up: Let’s stand for the reading of God’s word together. 

Read: 3 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 

minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who 

is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account 

of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, 

wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its 

practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, 

circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one 

another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all 

these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 

called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Ex: You’ve been raised with Christ.  Set your minds on things above.  You’ve died and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God.  Put to death what is earthy in you.  In these you too once walked.  Put on the new self which is being 

renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.  Christ is all and in all.  Put on... above all love.  Whatever 

you do, do in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Ex: There are specific commands here on what it looks like to be raised with Christ.  Let’s get this straight.  You’re not 

new by doing these things but make no mistake.  A Christian looks different and if you are not putting to death 

your sin nature and putting on Christ then you should be questioning your salvation. 

Put to death: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene 

talk from your mouth.9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices  
Put On: compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 

another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 
Read: 18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, 

obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 

discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but 

with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,24 knowing that from the 



Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the 

wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 

 4:1 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. 

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a 

door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought 

to speak. 

5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that 

you may know how you ought to answer each person. 

Ex: Sometimes we think that our actions don’t really have much impact on our faith.  And while actions don’t save us 

they do reveal if we’re saved.  It’s my thought that many of us say that Jesus is our savior (as a get out of hell free 

card) but we have never considered what an impact it means to have him as our Lord/Master. 

App: Let’s briefly touch on each of these 6 relationships to show what it looks like to have Jesus as the Lord of our 

relationships.   

1. Wives submit and husbands love – God honoring husband and wife relationships are something called 

complementarian relationships.  There are different roles but equality among the relationship.  I am called to 

lovingly lead Marla and she’s called to submit to the Lord by submitting to me.  I have found that when Marla 

really do this effectively then we fulfill God’s plan for our marriage and are better for it.  The truth is that I’d 

rather just be lazy and do my own thing and Marla would be very capable to lead us.  Our fulfilling our God given 

roles isn’t based off our personality types but on God’s plan for us.  It’s not about doing what comes naturally but 

rather making Jesus as Lord of our marriage.  Marriage isn’t the goal.  Its purpose is to be a shadow of Christ’s love 

for the Church. As a husband I’m called to lay down my life for Marla.  Marla is called then to submit and respect 

my leadership.  Even if you remain single for the rest of your life then you’re not any less spiritual than a married 

person.  Marriage isn’t the goal but only a shadow of the love the Christ has for his Church.  

2. Children obey.  Your role as a child is pretty simple.  Obey.  If you want to honor the Lord then even if you have 

sinners for parents the way that you honor the Lord of your life is to obey your parents.  Your obedience isn’t 

dependent on their parenting but your commitment to following the Lord’s will for your life.  His will is for you to 

obey.  Note... Your role to your parents will change.  The Bible commands that you leave and cleave when you get 

married.  This means that Marla and I have a relationships that is first dependent on Christ, then on each other, 

and then on our parents.  They don’t have the same place in our lives as they used to.   

3. Father’s don’t provoke.  I actually remember using this line against my dad when I didn’t want to help paint the 

house.  I felt like my dad just kept pushing me and I was feeling defeated.  Looking back on it then I see that my 

dad actually was instilling hard work in me, for which I’m grateful.  Secondly, there were only a handful of times 

that he actually was pushing me hard.  All in all my dad did a really great job caring for me as a son and worthy to 

be followed.  If that’s not the case for you then... in the words of a little girl from a famous YouTube video, worry 

about yourself.  Who will you be as a father or a mother? 

4. Servants obey... not as people pleasers but fearing God.  I believe this applies to school, jobs, and government.  

When we have an authority over us we are called to obey.  It might be tough when you have a bad teacher, or a 

bad boss but again, you don’t obey because that person is so great but because you are seeking to obey the Lord 

of your life, Jesus.   

5. Masters treat just and fair.  I can’t tell you how many kids have come through here and sat underneath my 

teaching.  I have your ear tonight but the truth is you very well may become a small business owner, or a CAT 

executive, or just someone who has someone help you clean your house.  In all likelihood most of you will 

become someone’s boss at some point.  In that role you’re called to treat them justly and fairly.  Playing favorites 

happens not just in school but in career jobs as well.  Trying to get a little more for yourself and not paying your 

employees fairly is a real temptation.  If you are a servant of the Lord then this affects how you lead others. 

6. Lastly, be wise towards outsiders. Pray that God will open up doors for you to speak the mystery of the gospel 

that Jesus loves sinners by dying on the cross for their salvation. Sometimes we only think about how Jesus 

demands us to bear with our families and love our friends.  What about the people who don’t come to church?  

Who is reaching them?  Marla and I were up at her grandparent’s cabin last week and we went to a little 150 

person church.  Not a single person came up to us to share anything with us.  We were trying to make ourselves 

available but no one seemed to notice or care.  How sad it is that at Grace Church we can be so wrapped up in our 



friends or leaders that we miss those that don’t have anyone. You have a chance to witness right inside these 

walls.  Who do you pay attention to?  Have you ever talked about Jesus inside the walls of the church? 

Con: Your Christian life means that you are dead to viewing people the way you used to and are alive in submitting to 

God’s plan for relationships.  Let Jesus be the Lord and Master over you in all aspects of your relationships. 

Conclusion/Application 
Ex: I know that in the whole realm of the book of Colossians we’re flying through the application section.  However, 

what I want you to see is the principle of Jesus as Lord and Master of your life and then be able to apply that to 

your specific situations.   

 It’s my estimation that you have a relationship that you haven’t been 100% following the Lord of your life in.  Let’s 

take a moment to reflect on how God wants to be speaking to us today.  How he wants to get into an aspect of 

your life or a relationship that you’ve kept him out of.   

 


