
Treasure in Jars of Clay – Cheerful Giver 

2 Corinthians 8-9 
Intro 
BO: When it comes to money, are you a spender or a saver? 

Engage: My younger brother John was the spender of the family.  He didn’t have a lot of money but whenever he had a 

birthday or maybe was able to make a little money doing some extra things around the house he would be 

already deciding how he would spend it.  He bought his own xbox 360, tried to learn the drums as well as the 

bass.  I have a faint memory (can’t remember all of the details) of being at Sam’s Club with my mom and some of 

my siblings.  We went down the candy aisle and my mom said we could get a box of something.  The vote went to 

Snickers bars but my brother wanted Butterfinger.  We got the Snickers but John asked if he could just pay for a 

box of Butterfinger with his own money but it could be a part of the family stash.  I was a saver, or more like a 

hoarder.  If I received birthday money it would go straight into the bank account.  I wouldn’t spend money except 

on very important things. This is how I paid for my college.  

Trans: Whether you are a spender or a saver, when you do it for yourself you miss God’s plan for money in your life. 

THT: God LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER. One of the best ways to show that you love God and to grow in your trust in God 

is to GIVE.  To give generously of your time, talents, and treasures. 

Engage: While I was a little hard on my little brother because he would spend money, I didn’t include that he’s also very 

generous.  He gave me his Xbox360, he gave me his bass (it’s here in the youth room), he would be quick to pay 

for me even when we weren’t getting along. 

Prvw:  Tonight we’re going to hear about the people involved in giving and a principle evolved. 
Pass: Our passage tonight will be 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 

People Involved 
Read: 6 The point is this:... 

Ex: In order to get to a conclusion, the point of what Paul has been telling the Corinthians, the principle that’s 

evolved, then we first have to know about the people involved. 

Read: 8 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a 

severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their 

part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us 

earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—  

Ex: The people involved are the Macedonians.  God’s grace (or underserved gift) was upon them so that they gave 

according to their means and even beyond their means out of their joy.  Now Paul Challenges the Corinthians. 

Read: 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you 

excel in this act of grace also. 

Ex: The NLT Study Bible says, “Most believers would not want growth in faith, knowledge, or love to stop at a certain 

level.  Yet many decide a fixed percentage of their money to give and stay there for life.”  

Trans: Now Paul gives three ways that the Corinthians can grow in excellence of the grace of generosity... 

Read: 8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might 

become rich... 

1 Ex: The first way purpose of giving for the Corinthians is that it demonstrates Christ’s love.  Humans are created by 

God, in the image of God, made to reflect God.  Even the most sinful person you know gets a good feeling when 

they give something.  Deep down everyone knows, “tis better to give, than receive”.  More than that for the 

Corinthians though is that giving is their chance to reflect the gospel that Jesus came down from heaven to make 

us spiritually rich. 

2 Prin: The second purpose was to help the Corinthians see that the Jerusalem believers really needed their support. 

Read: 12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not 

have.13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your 



abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be 

fairness... 

Ex: This second purpose made the Corinthians realize that others really needed them to come through with their 

promise.   

3 Prin: The third purpose of giving was to follow through with their commitments 

Read: 9 Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, 2 for I know your readiness, of which I boast 

about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready since last year. And your zeal has stirred up most of 

them. 3 But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this matter, so that you may be 

ready, as I said you would be. 4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we would be 

humiliated—to say nothing of you—for being so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to 

you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction. 

Ex: The Corinthians had made a commitment to give over a year ago.  Paul wanted to give them a heads up so they 

weren’t caught off guard.  The third purpose of giving was to follow through with their commitments. 

Trans: So Paul gives the example of the Macedonians, challenges the Corinthians to excel in giving, shows how they 

would mirror Jesus by giving, actually help those in need by giving, and fulfill the promise they made by giving. 

 Now Paul (and we) will get to the point of all of this...  There are 3 parts 

Principle Evolved 
Prin: I see three principles or points that Paul is trying to make.  These aren’t just for the Corinthians but for you and for 

me.  First you reap what you sow.  

Read: 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully.  

Qt: “The more you give for the sake of others, the more you will be enabled by God to give. Let me stress that Paul 

is not promising to make generous Christians wealthy. He is promising to make generous Christians capable of 

even greater generosity.” – John Piper 

Prin: The second principle is that giving is to be done cheerfully and not out of compulsion. 

Read: 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  

Ex: Our giving to other people is most honoring to God when we want to give it away!  It’s a personal conviction. 

Prin: The final principle is that God gives to you so he can work through you. 

Read  8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in 

every good work. 9 As it is written, 
“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 

    his righteousness endures forever.” 

Ex: The way that God is able to be faithful and righteous is through His people.  Sometimes people pray that God 

would provide for their needs. As a Christian you have the opportunity to be the answer to their prayers, so that 

God works through you. 

Application 
Ill: I believe that God is not only the creator of this earth but also the sustainer.  Because he sustains all things then 

he is also the provider of all things.  For our purposes, let’s just consider three resources that we have that come 

from God every week.  Treasure (money), Time, and Talents (abilities).  I’m going to use seeds as the resource.   

So let’s pretend that I’m an unbeliever.  God gives me 2 seeds of money, 2 walnuts of time, and 2 seeds of ability 

(place on 3 separate piles).  I’m feeling particularly generous since Christmas is coming so I give 1 of my seeds of 

money to buy a good gift for my sibling and I use 1 seed to buy something I wanted on Black Friday (give 1 seed 

away, eat 1).  However when it comes to my time, I believe it’s all mine, I waste 1 by binge watching Netflix, and I 

use 1 buy going to work to make money (throw away 1, eat 1).  As for my abilities I don’t do anything with those 

(throw 2 in garbage). 

Now suppose I come to faith in Jesus.  God gives me 2 seeds of money, 2 seeds of time, and 2 seeds of ability 

(place on 3 established piles).  I still try to be a generous person but the reality is that I don’t have any money 

except these 2 seeds so I’ll spend 1 and save 1 (eat 1, save 1).  I have 2 seeds of time and so I go to church (give 1) 

and I hang out with my friends (eat 1).  I begin to work for God and not just to get paid (give 1) but I play soccer 

for my own entertainment (eat 1). 



Well now God begins to convict me that all things are really from him.  He calls me to be a steward of what is 

already his and he desires for me to use these resources for his glory.  God gives me 2 seeds of money, 4 seeds 

of time, and 1 seed of ability.  Because I already have 1 seed of money saved I’m able use it to take care of my 

basic needs (eat 1) and because I’m seeking to trust to supply me then I give 1 seed to the church and 1 seed to 

missionaries overseas (give 2).  I have a surplus of time because God helped me see that I was spending much of 

my time on my phone, watching tv, hanging out with friends, and just being lazy.  Because of my new priorities 

and God’s gift of time I use 1 seed of my time on essential living (eat 1), I give 1 seed of my time to serving the 

church (give 1), I give 1 seed of time to a friend who has questions about faith (give 1), and because I had the 

surplus of time I actually just didn’t use one of them and reenergized myself (keep 1).  Finally, I’ve started to work 

hard for the Lord (give 1) and I’ve started to serve God by trying to reach my soccer friends for Christ (give 1). 

Ex: I’d like to conclude our time with a challenge for you to think about the way you give of yourself.  Do you hold on 

to things because you think it’s yours or do you give of yourself because it’s God’s.  This is obedience and trust. 

Talent: God has entrust you with talents and abilities.  Some are athletes, others intelligent, others hard working, while 

others are very social or very influential.  The point isn’t how much ability or talent you have but are you using 

your talent to give him glory?  Are you like Ben Zobrist who after winning the World Series with the Cubs give 

credit to God for answering his prayer about who to play for?  Are you like the youth leaders here, who use their 

social, spiritual, and specialized skills to serve you?  If you’re on the basketball team, the cheerleading squad, the 

chess team, in the school play, getting good grades, influential among your friends, and so on...  How are you 

using the gifts that God has given to you to give back to him? 

Treasure:  What about your money?  I realize that most, if not all of you, don’t have much money or much by way of 

income.  The habits that you form now will carry on throughout your life.  If you want to be generous with your 

money when you get older then you must start being generous now.  2 ways for you to help...  First, is to be 

generous monthly.  We have missionaries across the globe trying to get churches started. I’d love it if you 

supported them every month.  I also wish that you’d be convicted to give to your home church as an act of 

worship to give back to God what he’s given to you.  The second way is to be generous on the fly.  That as you go 

out to eat, as you get a car ride from a friend, as you go to the movie theater that you’d be looking to help out 

with others around you. 

Time: The third and final way is your time.  You have good excuses.  Your parents control your schedule.  You have 

school and homework.  You are already committed to extracurricular activities.  I get it.  I had a lady in our church 

tell me once that she considers the “gift of availability” to be one of the ways that she can serve.  She makes sure 

she doesn’t commit to too many things so if someone is in need then she can help.  Are you available?  I also have 

seen students give up a sport in order to give more time towards church, Bible study, and Christian friendships.  

Are you giving your time to God? 

THT: God loves a cheerful giver.  One of the best ways to show that you love God and to grow in your trust in God is to 

GIVE.  To give generously of your time, talents, and treasures. 

 

 


