
So Walk In Him – Broken Cisterns 

Jeremiah 2:13 
Series Intro 
Intro: Over the course of this semester we’re looking at what it means to walk in Christ.  Each week I’ll be giving a 

message I’ve previously given over the last 8.5 years.   

Ex: Tonight I’ll be giving a message I gave 8 years ago the week of Ice Camp.  January 27th, 2010.  In my first year at 

Grace I was going through the book of Romans but took a week off to prepare our hearts for Ice Camp.  I’d like to 

do the same for us today! 

Intro 
BO:  Have you ever been completely gripped by something but when it was over you experienced sadness/emptiness?  

Engage:  I want to begin by telling you the story I told 8 years ago.  I had picked up an old book that I had read 120 pages 

of the year prior.  When I picked up the book and instantly became addicted.  The book gripped me like I hadn’t 

been gripped in awhile.  Each day I would get home from work and would sit down to read a little more.  I read 

when Marla was out for a bit.  I read and read and read and by the way I am a slow reader.  On Monday I woke up 

on my day off and immediately picked it up.  Then end was near and at 1 PM I finally finished the book. 465 pages 

of John Grisham’s A Painted House.  Immediately after the book was over I became very sad.  I couldn’t explain it.  

Why was I sad? 

Pass: Open your bibles to Jeremiah 2:1-13 which I believe sheds light on my situation. 

THT: Let’s try to understand “why” together.  Why does sadness come at the end of something really fun? 

 I know some of you feel this way after a sports season ends or maybe a tv series is finished.  Let’s explore: 

Read: 2 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus says the Lord, “I remember the 

devotion of your youth, your love as a bride, how you followed me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. 3 Israel was holy to the Lord, the 

firstfruits of his harvest.  All who ate of it incurred guilt; disaster came upon them, declares the Lord.” 

Ex: Remember.  Remember your first love of Jesus?  God spoke through Jeremiah reminding Israel of how God had 

provided for them and was with them and how they loved God in the past. 

Qu: Can you think about that time for you?  When was that time in your life that you were giving everything to the 

Lord?  You loved him with an unreserved love.  Get that picture in your head.   

Trans: Remember your first love?  Now Listen Up! Verse 4-8 

Read: 4 Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the clans of the house of Israel. 5 Thus says the Lord: “What wrong did your 

fathers find in me that they went far from me, and went after worthlessness, and became worthless? 6 They did not say, ‘Where is 

the Lord who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and 

deep darkness, in a land that none passes through, where no man dwells?’ 7 And I brought you into a plentiful land to enjoy its fruits and 

its good things. But when you came in, you defiled my land and made my heritage an abomination. 8 The priests did not say, ‘Where is 

the Lord?’ Those who handle the law did not know me; the shepherd transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal and 

went after things that do not profit. 

Ex: Listen Up.  God speaks this message to Israel.  He walks through Israel’s history of God providing in times of 

difficulty but when they were brought to the plentiful land then they turned to sin, forgot God, and went after 

other gods.  God’s like: listen up.  Let’s replay the events of your life and see how you’ve set a course of 

abandoning God even though God was good through it all.   

App: Have you too abandoned God? Who’s the Lord of your life?  What do you live for?  Is it a relationship?  Maybe a 

sport, school, staying in shape, time to relax and play a game or watch a show?   

Trans: So what’s the conclusion?  What’s God’s message to them when he has their attention?  Be APPALLED. 

Read: 9 “Therefore I still contend with you, declares the Lord, and with your children's children I will contend. 10 For cross to the coasts 

of Cyprus and see, or send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has been such a thing. 11 Has a nation changed its gods, even 

though they are no gods?  But my people have changed their glory for that which does not profit. 12 Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be 

shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the Lord, 13 for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living 

waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water. 

Ex: Be Appalled. You traded the fountain of living water for broken cisterns.  We can take water for granted but 

having fresh water hasn’t always been a guarantee.  If you were near a spring then you’d be lucky.  The water 

stays fresh because it has a source of flowing water.  Similarly a relationship with Jesus is like fresh water.  Jesus 



even says this in John 4 when he offers the woman at the well, living water that won’t run dry. But cisterns are 

essentially man made wells.  They try and direct rain water to one location and have the water sitting there.  That 

water gets old and stagnant and if it’s broken then it doesn’t even hold the little water it collects.  The water that 

is there runs more of a potential of holding bacteria.  Worldly pleasures and pursuits will never give real life.  It’s 

always a fading joy. 

Application 
Con: Think back with me about that book I read.  I got so wrapped up in it but it was followed by a letdown.  When we 

put our ultimate satisfaction and joy in good things then it’s like a broken cistern.  It doesn’t really offer lasting 

joy.  It’s only temporary.   

Trans: Let me read you what I wrote personalizing this passage.  As you listen I ask you to think of how you might relate 

to this.  While I reworked most of this message this is exactly as it was 8 years ago: 

Jeremiah 2 personalized rewrite 
Read: Hey Stephen, the Lord has a message for you.  Do you remember when you first became a Christian?  You loved 

me very deeply and wanted to spend your every moment with me.  Do you remember that?  Do you remember 

when you used to get upset as a child whenever someone used my name in vain?  Do you remember singing 

praise songs to me before you could even read or write?   You followed me even when life was hard and I took 

care of you.  I knew when someone else hurt you, and they were punished accordingly, because I love you. 

Listen up to this Stephen, what happened?  You and your family worshiped worthless things such as TV, video 

games, sex, acceptance from certain people, you worshiped money, the love of man, sports and competitiveness, 

you worshiped and served created things rather than the creator.  And because you worshiped them you yourself 

became worthless.  You didn’t ask, “Where did the Lord who has helped me through some very difficult times 

go?”  Times where family or friends have passed away, times when you were sick and I cared for you, times when 

you embarrassed yourself and I still loved you for who you were, times when your parents let you down, times 

when a close friend said that he/she thought you were worthless.  I was there.  I loved you and cared for you.  I 

was there.   And I love you.  But you, you have abandon Me and you aren’t asking where I am or where have I 

gone.  You have forsaken me.  After your time of darkness I brought you light.  I gave you a family that loved you, I 

gave you a wife who loves you, a job that gives life, a house to call your own.  I have provided financially.  I have 

provided you with relationships that are lasting and fruitful.  When the world has had difficulty in their economic 

state you have flourished.  BUT, you did not say, “Where is the Lord?”  You have not been a good steward of your 

finances, you have sinned against your wife when you have treated her poorly, and you have wasted many 

opportunities that I have given you in your job.  I have given you so much and you do not praise me the giver of 

life and breath. 

Because you have abandoned me Stephen, I will punish you.  Look around.  Do any of the other religious people 

on earth abandon their gods?  I see Buddhists, Hindus, Islamists, and others following gods that are not even 

gods. I see Americans worship sex, drugs, and alcohol.  They worship TV, video games, and movies.  They worship 

friends, celebrities, and having fun.  They worship their stomachs by filling them with food.  They do not abandon 

these gods.  They follow hard after them.  What about you?  You abandon me the living water for earthly things.  

Let me tell you something.  I have seen you go after things that are worthless.  You have traded me the fountain 

of living water for things that bring temporary joy only to fade away and bring despair.  You will be punished if you 

don’t return to me.  I love you which is the reason you need to be disciplined.  Return to me.  Return to me!  It 

starts with the heart.  In your heart are you worshiping things and not the creator and sustainer?  You must be 

transformed from the inside out. 

Conclusion 
Con: No matter whether you plan to attend Ice Camp, I want to challenge you to remember your first love of Jesus and 

truly ask the Lord if you’ve forsaken him and gone after broken cisterns.  Ask God tonight to help you grow in your 

love of him like it once was.  Yearn for that desire to grow in you.   

Read: As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, So walk in him! – Colossians 2:6 


