
Jesus Is Lord – Of His Church 
High Schoolers Only 
BO: What are the risks and rewards of stepping out in faith?  What does it mean to be called as a Christian?  What 

types of things are you called to?  Evangelism/discipleship, holiness, walking by spirit, prayer, fellowship, growth... 

Anc: Over a year ago God had put it on the hearts of our leaders at Grace (that’s our council board and deacon board) 

to consider moving from having a pastoral staff of 7 pastors to 6 pastors.  With Pastor Glyn’s resignation in May 

and Pastor Jonathan moving into his role it has opened up an opportunity to make that a reality.  As the leaders 

had interviewed me about Pastor Jonathan becoming the next senior pastor they had asked me if I had thought 

about the possibility of moving from 7 to 6 pastors.  It was my belief that it would be a wise thing to do moving 

forward.  All of the other pastors and our leaders individually agreed as well.  The Council and Deacons then had 

the task of trying to sort through how to keep all 6 pastors and yet care for our entire church body as Jonathan 

would switching to the Senior Pastor role.  About a month ago our leaders decided to call me to a new position at 

Grace of Adult Pastor and having Caleb lead all of youth ministry, there are some other changes to the other guys 

roles as well but not as significant as the change to youth ministry and Caleb and I.  This certainly wasn’t Marla 

and my plan.  And it’s going to be harder than you can imagine.  But after taking this last month to pray about it 

we recognize that this is God’s calling and his will on our lives.  One of the first questions that we had is probably 

rolling through your mind right now.  When will this take place?  The plan will be to make this transition at the 

end of the school year.  Also we’re going to email your parents about this tonight so you can point them to that. 

Love: I love you guys.  Marla loves you guys.  That’s not going to stop.  I thought about trying to name drop some of you 

but inevitably we’ll miss someone.  I hope you know that Marla and I care for you each individually and so desire 

to be able to help you grow in your walk with Christ.  Whether it’s Marla leading the girls summer bible study, or 

me getting to have some one on one time with a guy to talk about life we’ve loved being with you.  Work trip is 

this weekend and it’s our favorite trip. Marla and I have literally done these trips since the year we were married.  

If you’ve been on them then you know how much we enjoy it.   

Having the opportunity to speak to you guys from God’s word.  Relational time at core groups.  I love it whenever 

I hear of how God is growing you spiritually. There is something about the high school years that is so refreshing 

for me to hear how God is shaping your minds on what it means to live as a Christian.  Marla and I love you guys 

more than you’ll know.  We can’t imagine life without this, YET... 

 We love something more than you guys.  It might surprise you to hear that the answer is we love Grace Church 

more than you.  Our love for you stems from our love of the church.  I applied to be the youth pastor here at 

Grace because I knew that my church and my youth group was hurting.  My love for you guys is rooted in my love 

for the local church.  But I love something more than the local church. 

I love Jesus even more.  And we desire to live as a couple that lives by faith and not by sight.  We want to choose 

to make Jesus as Lord of our life and trust that his ways are better than ours.   I love you guys, I love the church, 

but our first love is Jesus and we want to live by faith in him. 

 Being your youth pastor for the last 8 years hasn’t been a difficult thing to love.  I’ve loved it because I just love 

being around you guys. 

 I am so sorry if this hurts some of you.  I certainly don’t want to abandon you guys.  However there is great news.  

Jesus is the Lord of his Church.  He rules over it.  Marla and I believe that God is using the Church leadership at 

Grace to give a new direction for the youth ministry as Caleb will oversee it all and we believe God is now going to 

use us to serve the adults of Grace.  (And let me add that I can’t wait for you guys to be adults so I can be with you 

again). Jesus is the Lord of his Church and Marla and I believe God is clearly directing us to a new role at Grace.  As 

Christians, we’re called live by faith, submit ourselves to God, and obey.  We are to do so, knowing that Christ 

works all things together for our good and his glory. 

Prayer: I’ve asked _____ to come and pray for us now and then we’re going to invite the G2/Lodg kids in to hear a 

message that I’ve prepared to address how Christians sort through God’s calling on their lives.  I’d like for you high 

schoolers to come up in the seats and let the kids take the bleachers. 
 



The Christian Call 
Set up: Marla has recently quoted the book they’re going through in core group, saying, “Be who you are”.  Think about 

that phrase with me.  It’s deeper than you might realize.  Be who you are.  

 Part of being a Kellerstrass is enjoying watching the Cubs.  Last year, Game 7 of the World Series was on a 

Wednesday night.  We had youth group that night but I made sure that as soon as it was over, I left and went to 

my parents’ house to watch the game with my family.  Imagine if instead I told my family that I didn’t really care 

about that stuff anymore.  I know it’s been 108 years since they’d won the World Series but I kind of just wanted 

to hang out shooting hoops in the gym that night.  Let’s say I did that.  Would I no longer be a Kellerstrass?  No. 

But there is an active being who you already are.  My going to my parents is fitting with who I am as a Kellerstrass.  

It’s being who I already am. 

Qu: What if who I am in Jesus is different than how I often naturally think about myself? 

Bkgnd: In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he addressed an overarching issue of understanding who Christians are in Christ 

and the implications that the gospel has on their lives.  Chapters 1-3 discuss “position” before God and chapters 4-

6 discuss current life “practice” that a Christian’s position helps inform them.  In other words, helping the 

Ephesians see how they are to, “be who they are”. 

Prvw: Tonight as I share we are going to try and dive deeper on who we are in Christ and how to live that out.  

Specifically how Marla and I are trying to live that out in this change in our role at Grace. 

Prayer: Caleb would you mind coming and praying for our time together? 

Engage: On the day that Marla and I found out that the church had decided to make a change to the pastors’ 

responsibilities I went home and shared with Marla that I already knew the passage that I’d want to share with 

the youth group.  It was this passage of Ephesians 4.  But Marla said, oh yeah, that would be perfect and 

proceeded to read verses 1-7.  I had planned to share verses 11-16.  So now you get to hear why both of those 

passages have helped Marla and I process through this change in our roles at Grace.  

Set Up: Let’s start with 1-7 and then spend time on 11-16 after that.  I’ve entitled this, Jesus is Lord of his Church. 

Read: 4:1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called,  

Ex: Paul urges the Ephesians to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which they’ve been called.  What have they 

been called specifically to?  Well like I already said, this is a hinge verse and hinge chapter on the focus of his 

letter.  He had been explaining how Jesus changes everything and now will give specific examples of how Jesus 

changes things in their context.  

 The calling of the Christian is to die to self and be alive in Jesus.  It’s to be controlled by the Holy Spirit.  It’s a life of 

going and making disciples of all nations.  Christian calling means you are called to be set apart and live a life of 

living sacrifice and holiness to God.  We are called to LOVE because he first loved us.  And we’re called to live by 

faith and not by sight.  This is our Christian calling. 

App: This verse has hit Marla and I, hard over the last month.  Our lives are not our own.  We’ve been bought with a 

price therefore we’re called to honor God with our bodies.  We’re now prisoners for the Lord, not by force, but 

willingly because we know his ways are better than our ways.  So when this came before us then we had to 

humble ourselves and follow the Lord’s leading in our lives.  We need to, “be who we are”! Prisoners for the Lord. 

Qu: But how are we supposed to do that?  The text goes on to spell out how the Ephesians were to be walking in a 

worthy way or a way that matched their calling in God. 

Read: 4:1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with 

all humility  

Ex: I think that Romans 12 helps me think about what it looks like to serve the church with humility. 

Rom12: 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 

God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,  

Ex: When trying to understand God’s will for your life it’s important to realize that God is the one who can save souls 

and grow people spiritually.  The high school youth ministry never belonged to Marla and I.  It’s always been God’s 

ministry.  We’re not called to hold on to this ministry just because we love it.  God is moving and we’re called to 

humbly obey.   

Trans: The passage continues to describe our attitudes as we live out our Christian calling.  With humility... 



Read: ...and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

Ex: If God has called you to something then seek gentleness, patience, bearing in love, maintain unity of the Spirit.  

Read: 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the 

measure of Christ's gift. 

Ex: God’s Church is all on the same team.  There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of all, 

who is over all, through all, and in all.  And Christ has gifted us in different ways but all for God’s glory... 

Trans: So how does God get the glory for his team?  He equips and calls his Christians to serve the body in different ways 

all working together in harmony for building up the Church.  

Set Up: We believe God is calling us to a new way to serve Grace Church.  God doesn’t call the equipped but equips the 

called. So this next part of the passage made a big difference in Marla and my processing the change at Grace.   

Just two verses later the passage talks about the spiritual gifts that God gives Christians and the purpose of those 

gifts is to equip Christians to build up the church so it’s not deceived by Satan but working together for growth.  

We see that God has prepared us and Grace Church for not already being equipped but God calling us and 

equipping us to do ministry to build up his church in a new way.  Listen to verses 11-16. 

Read: 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 

for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 

manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves 

and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, 

we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every 

joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

Set Up: The purpose of giving the Holy Spirit gifts/roles to believers is for the purpose of attaining maturity and when the 

church works properly, it will build itself up in love. Our belief is that God is working in the leadership of Grace 

Church to help build up Grace. This might be difficult at times but we really hope that it will be a transition that 

helps God work at Grace even more than he has before.   

Con: In case you’ve missed it.  I’ve been trying to answer the question of... 

Qu: How does this passage relate to this change at Grace Church? 

I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord and master of his church.  God is and has used the leadership of this church to 

use the pastors of Grace Church in a new way to build up his Church.  While this is not what I had planned, God 

has planned it.  This is no surprise to him and if I were you I’d trust God’s plan instead of mine.  My ways and my 

thoughts are not God’s ways or God’s thoughts.  As Christians Marla and I, Caleb and Kari, you as the youth group 

are called to live by faith and not by sight.   

Closing Thoughts 
Set Up: I’d like to conclude our time with some thoughts on that Marla and I have been working through. 

1. A new role at Grace will not ever replace our love for you. 

2. God totally has this whole thing under control and will be working this out for his glory and your good. 

3. We have godly leaders at Grace and they are seeking God’s wisdom in this.  I’ve often asked two questions when 

thinking about leadership at church.  If they are godly leaders that are seeking to do God’s will then our 

responsibility as members in the church is to trust God and submit to their God given leadership.   

4. We’ve been humbled in this time to not be possessive of the high school ministry.  It’s not our ministry, it’s God’s.  

We look forward to how God will work over these next years in the student ministry.  And oh by the way. We’re 

not going anywhere and we love you so that’s not going to change.  If you ever need anything then we’re still 

here. 

5. Faith is something that is difficult at times but as a Christian we are all called to trust in Christ more than 

ourselves.  We are choosing to live by faith in this circumstance and we want you to consider how you might live a 

life that is BY FAITH and not by sight.   

A closing verse that I think is fitting for us to all be challenged to.  Philippians 1:27 

Phil 1: 27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may 

hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,  

 


