
Give history 

Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what do 

righteousness and wickedness have in common? :  

What is a yoke? 

The command of do not be unequally yoked together is based on Deuteronomy 

22:10, which prohibited yoking together two different animals.  It speaks of 

joining two things that should not be joined. 

Paul is speaking in direct context to what was happening in the Corinthian 

Church at that time. They had joined themselves to unbelievers, and this was 

affecting their walk. 

So we are going to touch on why it is so important to not be unequally yoked 

with unbelievers or the world... 

The most common way this principle is applied is through the context of 

marriage, and I’m sure many of you have heard it applied in this way. It’s really 

simple and straight forward… If a strong, solid Christian man or woman marries 

an unbeliever he or she has put themselves in a difficult position.  

Ultimately they end up in one of two conditions; they will succumb to their old 

ways of a fruitless life because they are in constant struggle of being pulled 

towards their spouses ideologies or... they may in fact persevere but odds are 

they will live in spiritual conflict for the duration of their marriage and it's clear 

throughout the bible that's not what the Lord wills.  

Instead, I’d like to focus on the overall principle Paul is addressing here. Because 

if we put this passage into context Paul is more than likely talking about the 

relationship between our friends, our peers and the people we associate 

ourselves with. It really applies to any people/environment in which we let the 

world influence our thinking.  

(Romans 12:2) Do not be conformed to this world,  but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind.  



If we are  being conformed to this world and are not  being transformed by the 

renewing of our minds, we are essentially joining together (yoking ourselves) 

with unbelievers. 

With that said...LET ME MAKE THIS CLEAR! Paul is not suggesting that Christians 

never associate with unbelievers nor is he saying you cannot befriend them (1 

Corinthians 5:9-13). But the main issue I believe he is trying to address is the 

severity of influence worldly thought can have on a believer. We’ve all heard the 

words:  “we are to be in the world, but not of the world”. Yet, if the world is 

influencing us in a negative way, it can be a tell tale sign we are unequally yoked 

together with unbelievers.  And this unequal yoke, or ungodly influence, may 

come through a book, a movie, a television show, social media, video games, or 

ever so often... the friends we choose to spend our time with. We as Christians 

are far too oblivious and open about who/what we allow to influence our minds, 

which directly affects the decisions we make and in turn our walk with Christ. 

Many of you at this very moment may be checking out from what I'm saying. 

You're telling yourself none of this pertains to you; all or most of your friends 

are believers and your faith is too solid to waiver.  

But I'm telling you this pertains to even the most solid Christians.  

Paul goes on further to use close-ended questions to emphasis his point... 

For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what 
fellowship has light with darkness?  None  

The smallest lies, and slightest whispers from the enemy can creep in and if 

given enough time, corrupt our eternal perspective.  

I’ve sadly watched first hand, Solid professing Christians throw away their trust 

in Christ for philosophical arguments and lies all because they sat in a classroom 

for a semester and listened to a professor who could speak eloquently. 

There were multiple times I watched a kid hear the gospel, receive it with joy, 

come to bible study each week. They were sold out for Jesus, but they just kept 

holding onto their old friends who were unbelievers. Rather than sharing 



community with (yoking themselves with) fellow believers they chose to spend 

all their free time with old buddies, until eventually they just stopped showing 

up. Wouldn’t answer a call. 

We all like to believe that we can be around ungodly things as much as we want, 

and that we are strong enough in our faith to be unaffected by the influence of 

non-believers. Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals" (1 

Corinthians 15:33). 

 

What accord has Christ with Belyal? Or what portions does a believer 
share with and unbeliever?  None 

Belial is a word borrowed from Hebrew, meaning worthlessness, wickedness or 

lawlessness. The word is used often in the Old Testament to describe 

notoriously wicked men, yet here it is used as another word for Satan. In fact, 

this passage is the only time it is ever used in the New Testament. 

So I remember a time recently after I had accepted Christ; I went to see some of 

my old friends who were having a little get together. I remember so vividly as I 

sat there in mid conversation (kinda checking out/still kinda listening), looking 

around the room and seeing all of these people in which I was once so close. I 

overheard random bits of convos; And at that very moment I remember just 

telling myself I have nothing in common with any of these people anymore. The 

Holy Spirit was being grieved and I could feel it. And so except on occasions of 

sharing the gospel that was the last time I ever really hung out with those 

people.  

 

AGAIN, I’M NOT SAYING YOU CAN’T HAVE FRIENDS WHO ARE UNBELIEVERS! 

But I will give you some food for thought… Any time you are with a person, in a 

place, or in a situation in which you are expected and even encouraged to lay 

down your Christian principles...it would probably be best to move on. 



This could be as simple as being with a group of people gossiping at the lunch 

table to hazing going on during practice or after school. (It doesn’t matter insert 

the setting)  

If we don’t have a moment in which the Holy Spirit is telling us we don’t belong 

with these people; that we should be set apart… 

Not to mention if we are partaking in these things, 

Then we need to do some checking… and remind ourselves of these next few 

verses... 

The entire reason for Paul’s previous command falls on this medley of verses 

from Ezekiel, Isaiah, and Jeremiah... He so suddenly states these truths and 

promises… 

What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of 

the living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk 

among them, and I will be their God and they shall be my people. Therefore go 

out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no 

unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and you shall be sons and daughters to 

me, says the Lord Almighty.” 

In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Paul writes of Christians as individuals being temples of 

God. But Here, he is referring to the entire body as a whole being the temple. In 

the Old Testament, the temple was the holiest of places, and was protected in 

such a way that nothing would defile it. Yet through God’s beautiful promise 

Paul reminds us that WE are now the new Temple of God. Therefore just as the 

old, we the new, should protect our hearts and minds as a holy place before the 

Lord. 

Paul quotes Jeremiah 31:9 to reveal the promise of separating ourselves from 

the world. And that’s an intimate relationship with God the Father.  

 

 



 

 

It ends with the final words... Says the LORD Almighty.  

This is significant because the word Almighty used here is the Greek word 

pantokrater, which means, "the one who has his hand on everything."  In the 

whole New Testament, this word is used only here and in the book of 

Revelation.  Paul is stating that it is the sovereign God of the universe that 

welcomes us as sons and daughters as we separate unto him.  

So I have a few challenges for all of us.  

The rest of this week I want us to reflect on, in what ways we may be unequally 

yoked? 

Who/What do we allow to influence us in our lives? 

Are there some things we need to change or friends we need to let go of?  

Pray!!! 

feel blessed that these are your brothers and sisters in Christ. That each one of 

you is a son and daughter of “The One who has his hand on everything”... 

Since we have these promises, beloved, j let us cleanse ourselves from every 

defilement of body1  and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 

 

http://www.esvbible.org/1P2.11%3B1J3.3/
http://www.esvbible.org/2+Corinthians+7/#f1-1

