
BO: What are your aspirations in life?  What’s something that you’d dream of yet is actually a possibility? 
Trans: Tonight is all about the cost of following Jesus.  When you accepted Jesus did you know that it entailed 

giving up everything you want?  Let’s look at Mark 8:27-38 together.  What do you aspire to in your Christian 
life? 

Read: 27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and 
others, one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Christ.” 30 And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 

Ex: Notice that Jesus asks two distinctly different questions which have distinctly different answers.  “Who do 
people say I am?” vs “Who do YOU say that I am?”  The word on the street is that Jesus is a prophet.  John 
the Baptist, Elijah, or somebody.  However Peter declares, “You are the Christ”.  He’s saying, Jesus you are 
the one that was promised who would restore Israel.  You are going to bring about a new kingdom!  The 
disciples are pumped because they believe that Jesus would make an earthly kingdom and that was his 
mission.  We’ll come back to this point in a couple of weeks but just know that the disciples were thinking 
earthly kingdom and Christ is beginning an eternal kingdom! 

App: A point of application:  Following Jesus means that you personally believe he’s the Christ.  It doesn’t matter 
what your parents, your friends, or even your youth pastor think about Jesus.  Who do you say Jesus is?  
Tonight is a night for you to sort that out. 

 Get out of Hell Free Card- For some your whole exposure to Jesus is that his death is for the forgiveness of 
your sins.  In other words, Jesus is the way to escape hell.  I don’t want to be fried chicken so I’ll use Jesus.  
You only accept Jesus as savior of sins but never have died to yourself and made Jesus the Lord and King of 
your life. 

 Genie Jesus- For others of you there is a relationship with Jesus.  It’s very important to you.  Jesus is there 
so that way he can rescue you when your mom gets cancer or your grandma dies.  If something goes poorly 
or I need him to help me with my math then I give Jesus a ring on the direct line and have him fix it for me. 
Moral Jesus- For probably only a few of you, Jesus is mainly important because you want to try to be a good 
person and you know Jesus was sinless.  Your exposure to Jesus is primarily so you can become a good 
person. 

Trans: For all of you, you need to evaluate who Jesus is to you and not your family, friends, or youth pastor.  You 
need to test yourself on what Jesus really means to you and see if that matches the real Jesus. 

Read: 31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and 
the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 
man.” 

Ill: Jesus had to die… it was always a part of the plan! 
 A few years back it became apparent that we needed to build some bleachers in this room.  The problem 
was that I had built like zero things in my life.  Caleb of course was an expert on building things, especially 
working with wood.  I asked if he would be willing to build them for me.  He said that he would but that I had 
to help.  He had me make all kinds of decisions so he knew exactly what I was looking for.  When the day 
came to build them, he showed me this is how you cut the boards using a saw, he showed me how to screw 
everything in.  Caleb never said he would build And then he was like, “it’s your turn”.  I’m like now way.  He 
had me measuring, cutting, and drilling.  I had never actually built anything but by the end of it I realized 



that I was doing all aspects of it.  Caleb was effectively teaching me how to build things.  That was always his 
plan.  He never intended to simply build the bleachers for me but help me learn to do it myself. 

Ex: Peter assumed Jesus was building an earthly kingdom.  But that was never Jesus plan.  Rather, Jesus was 
setting up a spiritual kingdom.  In order to do that then Jesus would have to die as a sacrifice for the 
forgiveness of sins for all who believe. 

Read: 34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the 
whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Ex: What does it mean to take up your cross and follow Jesus?   
Qt: For Bonhoeffer it’s in this simple phrase, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.”  – D. 

Bonhoeffer 
“We are saved by faith alone, but not by faith which is alone.” – Martin Luther 

 Hudson Taylor probably says it best, “Christ is either Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all.” 
Ex: “Who do you Jesus is?  When you accepted Jesus, then what were you accepting?  He calls his followers to 

die! 
 Have you thought about what it looks like for Jesus to be Lord of all?  I believe this means that Jesus is Lord 

of all of you and all of your resources. 
You: Jesus demands all of you!  Dying to yourself means that you die to having your own identity.  You’re first a 

Christian.  You’re not an addict, a gossip, a homosexual, a slut, a good kid, a cool kid, smart, or athletic.  
You’re a Jesus follower.  Are you all in?  Think of different parts of you… 1 Cor. 6:19 Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for 
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

Mind: Have you committed your intellect to Christ?  Particularly for those who are thinkers.  Do you think for 
Christ?   

Mouth: What about your speech?  We are to glorify God in our speech.  Some of us are given to gossip or dirty 
language.  While others of us simply are critical.  Let us encourage.  Let our mouths be to speak of Jesus and 
his gospel! 

Hands: When thinking about our hands I think about our work and play.  In whatever you’re doing is it given to the 
Lord?  Why do you play baseball?  Why do you play video games?  Why do you do your homework?   

Sexuality:  Have you submitted your sexuality to the Lord?   Past sins aren’t you’re Lord, nor are present desires.  If 
you’re a Christian you’re dead to doing just what “feels” good or what’s hard to stop doing. 

Resources:  So that’s a lot about you but what about the things God has blessed you with?  Your resources. 
Money: High schoolers have limited funds.  Do you ask how can I give this gift from God to give back to God?   
Time: Are you Lord of your time?  Do hobbies and school cut in on Jesus’ rightful place as Lord over your time?   
Talent: One thing I especially love about high schoolers is that you’re discovering what types of things you’re really 

gifted at.  Jr high is so awkward but high school is starting to shape where you’re heading in life.  Will you 
submit the gifts you’ve been given like athleticism, musicianship, intelligence, and hard work to Christ?   

Story 2: Take another example, many people today try to bring down marriage.  For men they say, “you lose your 
freedom”, “you are on the ball and chain”.  I want to say that it’s not true.  Marriage is a gift guys.  The thing 
that people are referring to is true.  You no longer stay up all night playing video games and drinking 
mountain dew.  You no longer eat whatever you want, whenever you want.  You no longer are in complete 
control of your calendar.  But the thing is that dying to my single self was one of the best decisions of my 
life.  I’m so happy to be married to Marla.  She loves me in my weakness.  We love spending time with one 
another.  We are so likeminded.  But sometimes we fight.  Sometimes being married is hard.  Sometimes we 
hurt one another.  However, this decision of being married, even with the hardships is so wonderful.  6 years 
into our marriage I can’t believe that I’m so lucky to be married to Marla. 

 Following Jesus is a little bit like that.  Yes it may be hard to stop playing video games at first but the new life 
is so much better!  There will be times when you want to go back to the way things were but those thoughts 
become increasingly rare because you love the new way of life.  



Some Dangers: 
1. We put to death one thing and fill it with another thing other than Christ. 
2. We coast.  We can see how God worked in one way in the past and settle for that being good enough. 
3. Make our faith only through others or make our faith only about me and Jesus.  Christians do life together. 
4. We only stop with ourselves.  Dying to self means that you help others do the same.  Do you disciple? 


