
BO: What has God used to grow your faith over the years? What are some of the common themes from earlier? 
Trans: Tonight we’ll have a shorter time just to briefly look at the model to be a disciple of Christ.  How do you 

aspire to grow in your spiritual life? 

Read: 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when 
they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Ex: This famous passage of scripture is known as the great commission or great command.  Jesus gave this 
command after he rose from the grave but before he ascended into heaven.  What were some of Jesus last 
words to his disciples?  What does the gospel writer Matthew think is so important for the reader to end 
on?  This commandment and conclusion to Matthew is all about how a disciple lives as a disciple.   

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me 
Ex: Jesus who is God humbled himself and became man, lived a sinless life, and died a sacrificial death 

conquering sin.  He then rose from the grave conquering death.  Jesus has authority to cleanse unrighteous 
people and make them righteous.  He has authority to give the Holy Spirit as a guide.  He has authority to 
take a spiritually dead person and make them alive.  So what should the disciples do? 

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
Ex: To make disciples is the job description of a disciple.  If we aspire to be good Christ followers and disciples 

then we must be in the business of making new disciples.  I’m so much more encouraged when I hear about 
one of you practicing evangelism, accountability, Bible study, real fellowship, and worship, even when I 
think there are ways to improve, than someone merely talking about the perfect way to do them. 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Ex: If someone comes to Christ and becomes a disciple then they should be baptized.  If you follow Christ then 

be baptized.  It’s the way to glorify God by saying publically that you’re on His team and your following him! 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
Ex: I believe two of the greatest hindrances to worship… to glorifying God in your life… to prayer… to living a 

life as a sacrifice before the Lord… are we don’t listen and we don’t disciple together. 
Togeth: The Bible never makes Christianity a solo sport.  We come to church with one another but it seems to me to 

be scarier to talk about my faith with a Christian and a close friend than someone I just met or an 
unbeliever. If you aspire to be a disciple and Christ follower, then have genuine Christian fellowship and be 
all in at church. 

Listen: The first issue that we don’t do the Christian life together is huge but believe it or not I think that the 
second issue is even bigger.  We don’t listen to Jesus so we are ignorant to his ways but instead follow 
cultural Christianity.  Do you know what I mean by cultural Christianity?  It’s the thing that simply promotes 
morals and good behavior but not Jesus and grace.  Let’s ask instead what the Bible has to say about being a 
disciple. 

 I saw Brady Carius post a Facebook status that I think is right on… 
Qt: ‘"The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the bible." - John Bunyan (First Step) 

Regretfully, so often have I allowed sin to keep me from the bible from some kind of shame from sin that I 
thought kept me from it or fear of condemnation. BUT how joyful can we be, knowing that "There is 
therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!" (Romans 8:1). The law in the bible reveals 
our sin but we so often forget that in the very same bible it says, "For God did not send his son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him!" (John 3:17). We are justified when we are 
in Christ because he paid it all, so we don't have to be afraid anymore! What good news is this! We can come 
to God's word in confidence with a clean slate ready to learn and grow knowing that although God is still 
aware of our sin, He sees Christ in us, and all that we don't fulfill, Christ has already fulfilled!’ 

Con: How do you aspire to be a disciple?  How do you actively walk in Christ?  Is it with others?  Is it on Jesus’ 
terms? 


