
BO: Have you ever been intentional about getting to know someone of the same gender?  Valentines Day? 
Intro: (talktohector on itunes podcast until 1:10) I thought about simply playing this mp3 clip of one of my friends 

from college but I decided to give you a bit of background first.  Hector is a guy from Puerto Rico that was 
one of the goofy guys on our floor.  He worked at Lifeway bookstore and went to school.  He had to put in a 
ton of hours between work and school to get by.  English was not his first language.  Hector was always 
working on computers too.  The thing that made Hector goofy though was how he always came up with ideas 
that no one else would ever think of and then try them out.  Recently on Facebook I found one of these ideas 
that Hector had…  Play clip! 

THT: Tonight we’re asking what the heart of Jesus is…  Jesus loves to call sick sinners to himself!  He calls those 
who understand mercy through Jesus rather than merely going through the motions of religion. 

1jn4: 19 We love because he first loved us. 
 Following Jesus means loving unbelievers.  We love because he loved and we want to see his love for the lost! 

Read:  9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow 
me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him 
and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what 
this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

Back: Before we get too far into this text I want to set up our passage a bit.  At this point in Jesus ministry he was 
establishing that he was altogether different than just another religious teacher.  He had taught through the 
beatitudes, and the crowds were amazed that Jesus didn’t just teach as someone who could know what the 
old Scriptures were but Jesus taught as if he knew really what they were supposed to mean.  Jesus taught like 
he had authority.  In Matthew 8 Jesus changes from teaching as one with authority towards demonstrating 
that authority.  There are many stories of Jesus healing but there are two I’d like to point out.  Chapter 8 
speaks of a leper who knelt before Jesus saying that Jesus could make him clean.  Jesus stretched out his hand 
and touched him saying, “be clean”.  The man was healed and was to offer himself as clean to the priest but 
not tell anyone how he was made clean.  You see lepers weren’t allowed to be in among the Jews according to 
their law and if they touched anyone else then that person would become unclean.  Leviticus 13:45-46 say, 

Read: 45 “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and 
he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ 46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has the 
disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp. 

Point: What I’d like to point out about this first story is that the law says that unclean lepers have to yell unclean to 
give people a warning that if they touch them they too will be unclean.  But not Jesus.  Jesus doesn’t become 
unclean when he touches a leper but instead the leper becomes clean. 

Back: The second story is the story that immediately precedes our story.  Matthew 9:1-8 tells of a man who had 
been a paralytic. This story is detailed in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  It tells of 4 men who brought a paralyzed 
man to Jesus through a roof while Jesus was teaching surrounded by people.  The key here though is not of 
the faith of those who brought the man to Jesus, though that’s a great lesson, rather it’s that Jesus doesn’t 
immediately heal the man of his paralysis.  Jesus says, “Take heart, my son, your sins are forgiven”.  The 
scribes and Pharisees said among themselves that Jesus was blaspheming and doing things that only God 
could do.  Jesus responds,  

Read: 6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the 
paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they 
were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men. 

Point: Jesus transitions from proving that he has authority over the physical realm to showing his spiritual authority.  
Jesus makes the unclean clean.  He does this physically but Jesus also does this spiritually.   



Story: This brings us to our story.  We find a man named Matthew sitting at a tax collector’s booth and Jesus says, 
“follow me”.  

Ex: Matthew is actually the same Matthew that wrote this gospel narrative.  He also is the same tax collector 
known as Levi, in the books of Mark and Luke.  Levi was his family name but Matthew was the name he took 
as a follower of Jesus.  Matthew would have been hated by the Jews as a tax collector.  He was in cahoots with 
the Roman government which suppressed the Jews.  Matthew would have lawfully taking extra from people in 
order that he would become rich.  This story is a simple yet powerful story of the author’s conversion.  Jesus 
says, follow me! 

Story: Jesus was having dinner with Matthew other tax collectors and we find the Pharisees coming into the party 
rebuking Jesus to his disciples!  They said, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But 
Jesus has none of that and speaks the true heart of God towards calling people to himself! “It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For 
I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

Ex: Jesus calls sick sinners to himself!  God is not into the motions of holiness but is seeking people who are sick 
and in need of a doctor and sinners who don’t know a savior. 

Trans: If you’ve never been broken before the Lord I’d ask you to evaluate what you are trusting in to make you right 
with God.  Our Lord pours mercy on people.   

Ex: I’d like to offer just a few points of application for us.  I hope that you see Jesus heart for sick sinners.  I also 
hope that you desire to mirror that love!  We love because he first loved us.  While I have a couple of thoughts 
on how we could love unbelievers it goes so much more than me having a few ideas. 

Qt: “Who shall prescribe a law to him who loves?  Love is a more powerful law which doth him move” Henry 
Scougal 

 What draws you into caring for sick sinners?  Is it a love for the lost like Jesus has or do you feel like you 
should! 

Trans: So if we would grow in our love for the lost then what can we learn from this passage? 
1. Jesus makes the unclean, clean again! Jesus wasn’t tainted by the physical unclean leper nor the spiritually 

unclean tax collectors.  Jesus isn’t tainted by your sin or your uncleanness.  Where sin is, Jesus cleanses.  
Jesus cleanses us from all unrighteousness. Do you trust that Jesus makes you clean? 

App: Suppose you’ve had significant sin in your life.  I’d encourage you to hold on to the truth that Jesus death is 
sufficient to cover all of your sin and make you clean.  Your past sin doesn’t make Jesus unclean but he can 
make you clean!   

 What about sinners you know.  Do people ever accuse you of spending too much time with the “sinners”?  
When was the last time you spent time seeking relationship and care with someone who is different than 
yourself?  We tend to judge those who aren’t exactly like us so are you breaking down those barriers with the 
love of Christ? 

 Who do you sit with at lunch?  How do you spend your weekends?  What would happen if you actually 
pursued being around people known to be sinners?  I’d ask that you consider that? What about reputation? 

2. Jesus heals the sick by them following Him!  All people are made in the image of God to reflect God.  It’s not 
that Matthew is any less made in the image of God than another disciple but he wasn’t following Jesus.  You 
and I are no more an image bearer than the unbeliever at the table next to yours at lunch.  However Jesus 
asks them to follow him! 

App: Don’t be deceived, God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he sows.  The one who sows to please his sinful 
nature will reap destruction but the one who sows the Spirit reaps eternal life (Galatians 6).  Christ requires 
that we take up our cross and follow him.  A life that has received mercy and not sacrifice still gives up 
his/her entire life.  If you think following Jesus doesn’t include a changed life you’re mistaken.  When you 
reach out to love and care for an unbeliever and never speak of a changed life of following Jesus then you’ve 
missed Jesus’ heart.  Jesus desires to call people out of their sin and into a new life with him.  Make sure 
you’re sharing in Jesus heart. In fact: 

3. Jesus makes the unclean, clean but if we give ourselves then we become unclean 
 Here’s what I mean!  If you spend time with wild people in your school to reach them you need to be wise. 
1 Cor 15:33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 34 Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, 

and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 
As you seek to reach others for Christ then be confident that you aren’t being sucked in.  If you are, then get out! 


