
 
Protestant - Justification 

Q1: How do you become Catholic?  

Ans:  Well the short end of it I would say is to be baptized by the Catholic Church and then continue in the Catholic 

faith.  They have what are called four initiation rites.  Baptism, Penance, First Communion, and Confirmation.  

 I’ve been listening to a lot of Catholic radio lately and at one point this question came up.  The thought is this...  

What if I’ve had all the right stuff done to me but I don’t personally believe.  I think it’s actually kind of like we 

hold to within our church here.  Yes you could claim that you are a part of our church but if you don’t come then 

we probably don’t recognize that you’re actually a part of us.   

 There is one significant point of disagreement.  One of the key ways that we receive God’s grace according to the 

Catholic Church is through the Eucherist or Communion. Read CCC 2181. 

Q2: What does it mean to be evangelical? 

 Read Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms – Evangelical  

Narrative – Repentance Vs Penance  
Video: RightNowMedia - “A Man Named Martin” 

 4:30-2:07 

Justification pt. 2 
Intro: As promised to some of you, I will play the game this week.  So here it goes.  Notice as I play how hard it is to run 

the course without causing damage. 

Set up: Well if you remember last week I told you that all you have to do is remember two words to understand the views 

of justification or how to be right with God... Infusion for Catholics and Imputation for Protestants. 

 Well good job if you remembered them.  We are using a lot of words and concepts that we simply aren’t familiar 

with if we grew up in a protestant church.  I’ll continue to do my best to explain difficult words or concepts as we 

continue but think that this task of understanding why we’re protestant is super important.  Why is it important?  

I think understanding the different views sharpens our understanding of just how glorious Christ’s death for our 

sin really is.  This is highlighting the glory of the gospel of Jesus.  I’m hoping for two responses. 

 For the believer to be renewed in their love of Christ and the good news of the gospel. 

 Second, for the unbeliever that may have grown up in church but never understood how Jesus’ sacrifice could be 

applied to them personally.   

Prvw: We’re going to tackle this week in three parts.  First, a little review of last week.  Secondly, we’ll further our 

understanding of the Catholic view of Justification.  I’ll also give just a couple points of application at the end. 

Review 
Review: Just as a quick overview. I want us to remember that our focus last week was on how we receive justification or 

being 100% right with God.  For Catholics justification is infused at baptism.  Meaning the Church gives, on behalf 

of Christ, your justification that you can now exhibit at baptism.  To say it in our game terms, at the beginning of 

the race the Catholic Church gives you a perfect health bar and now you have to finish the race with it at 100%.  

For Protestants we are say that Christ’s righteousness is imputed or credited to our account and our sin is 

credited to his account on the cross.  Protestants receive this credit to their account through faith alone.  In the 

game, this means that our health bar remains at 100% no matter what we do because it’s no longer our health bar 

that counts for getting us into heaven but trusting in the health bar of Christ. So that’s your review.   

Catholics receive justification through infusion at baptism that they actually possess Christ’s righteousness for 

themselves whereas Protestants are imputed or credited righteousness through faith alone! 



Views - Catholic 
RC: Now I want to further our understanding of the Catholic view of justification.  Things get a little bit more 

complicated here.  There are two questions we’ll need to get straight by the end of it.  First what happens for 

Catholics that possess Christ’s righteousness but have little sin bumps in the road?  They call these little bumps in 

the road, venial sins. The second question, is what happens to those who have big sins?  They call these sins, 

mortal sins. 

Ill: We’ll start with venial sins or those everyday sins that happen.  Well suppose I’m racing down this course and I get 

tripped up on a bump.  It just takes a little bit of my health bar down.  Though I’m not at 100% and not perfectly 

exhibiting Christ’s righteousness. I can make up for my venial sins by doing good things in life or in this case, doing 

a trick.  Then suddenly my health bar is back at 100%. Not true in the game but true for Catholics. The other way 

that my venial sins are paid for is through purgatory, which is an in-between place to purge us of our remaining 

sin.  In other words, if we’re at 90% at the end of our race, purgatory will purge us of the rest of the bad to get 

back up to 100%.  If you commit a lot of venial sin and aren’t performing many good works this is one way that 

you can spend a lot of time in purgatory.  I might add, that this is possibly one reason that some of my Catholic 

friends growing up didn’t mind committing certain sins because they figured it would get taken care of later in 

purgatory or they could make it up to God by doing something else good.  This is our first question.  What 

happens for those little bumps in the road?  The short answer is that, they’re still justified or right before God but 

they still need purged of those little sins. 

 But what about those who commit a big sin like jumping off of a cliff and “shipwreck their faith”?  Watch this... 

These sins are called mortal sins and if they’re committed then you lose your justification and right standing 

before God.  According to the Catholic Church Catechism number 1857, “For a sin to be mortal, three conditions 

must together be met: “Mortal sin is sin whose object is grave matter and which is also committed with full 

knowledge and deliberate consent.” While there is no list of Mortal sins grave sins have their standard in the 10 

Commandments (CCC 2858).  There are other grave sins listed in the Catholic Catechism. CCC 2383 divorce, CCC 

2396 masturbation, fornication, pornography, and homosexual practices, or in CCC 2181 the Sunday Eucharist/ 

attending Mass, or many more. 

 So suppose you shipwreck your faith with the mortal sin of murder.  How are you going to get good again with 

God?  Just like you receive your justification through the sacrament of baptism, According to the Catholic Church 

you get back your justification through another sacrament called penance.  Penance has three parts to it in which 

Protestants only have a problem with the last part.  The first part of Penance is contrition or being genuinely 

sorrowful that you’ve offended God. The first part is contrition.  The second part is confession.  At this confession 

you tell the priest what you did wrong and he is able to be the vehicle that God uses to forgive you.  The priest will 

say, “I absolve you”.  Even though we don’t do this in Protestant circles we do believe that confession is first to 

God but part of confession is confession to humans.  The third part is the problem.  The third part is called “Works 

of Satisfaction”.  The priest after he says you’re absolved of your sins then you now have to do works to get back 

your justification or right standing before God. This could include a pilgrimage, giving money to the poor, or 

maybe a prayer of Hail Mary’s.   So if you’re playing a snowboarding game like me and lose all your health through 

one of these mortal sins then you are offered a restart button that is given to the contrite, or truly sorry, those 

who have confessed to the priest, and those who do the works to make up for their bad sins. 

Con: This bothers me.  And it not only bothers me, it bothered faithful Christians in the 1500’s such as John Calvin, 

Qt: Calvin says in his Institutes of Christian Religion that all sin is mortal in that it deserves death, but no sin is mortal 

in the sense that it destroys the saving grace that a Christian receives upon his or her justification.  (AWT33) 

Application 
Set Up: So why does the Catholic and Protestant views on justification matter to us.  Once again, as we will each week, 

we’ll look at two ways.  First, in dealing with Catholic friends and second for our own temptation to drift from the 

gospel. 

RC: I think the most helpful thing about this week is that we know that venial sins (everyday sins) and mortal sins (big 

sins) exist within our Catholic friend’s mindset.  For some of my Catholic friends in high school they were only 



concerned if there was a “big” sin and didn’t really care about the little stuff.  This is not how the Catholic Church 

views sin but I do think it’s especially tempting within their system. 

Pro: What about us?  I think we need to be aware of something called “cheap grace”.  As we get excited about our 

rightness before God we can forget that wherever there is forgiveness of sins there is also repentance from sin.  

As Martin Luther helpfully pointed out,  

Qt: “We are justified by faith alone but not a faith that is alone” – Martin Luther 

Con: What are you trusting in to be justified or in right standing before God.  When you die and are at the judgment 

seat then what are you trusting to be right before him? Is it faith in the imputation or crediting of Christ’s 

righteousness?  Or will you trust in Christ plus some sort of work of satisfaction to make you perfect? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible 
Set Up: One of the great ways to understand these differences is study how Abraham became right with God.  The 

Protestants like feel like that Paul, in Romans 4, agrees with them and Catholics feel like James 2 supports them. 

R4:2-3:  2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the 

Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”  

Ex: So righteousness before God is by faith alone.  That righteousness isn’t given in his possession but rather, Christ’s 

righteousness is credited to him... but now James 

Jm2:21: 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was 

active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 

believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” 

Ex: Which one is it?  Is it all about faith alone or is it faith with works to be righteous before God?  Do Paul and James 

disagree here or are they talking about two things?  I believe firmly that Scripture is without error and so if that is 

true then I need to do some digging to figure out why, on the surface they disagree.  The best explanation is found 

in one word.  Context.  Think about the context of Abraham’s life and think about the context of the biblical 

writers.  In the Romans passage, we have Abraham’s putting faith in the promise of God in Genesis 12 and 15.  In 

the James passage, we have Abraham acting out on his faith when he offered Isaac as a sacrifice to God.  Romans 

example is initial faith whereas James is a following through on his faith.  Also do you know the context of the 

books?  In Romans, Paul is reminding how to receive genuine faith in Christ but in James he is writing to people 

who need to be reminding how to live a life that reflects genuine faith in Christ. 

Qt: “We are justified by faith alone but not a faith that is alone” – Martin Luther 


