
BO: What are some of the common ways high schoolers seek acceptance?  What types of groups do people seek 
attention from?  What about you?  Who do you try to impress? 

Engage: I still remember the time my friend apologized for ditching me a lot in jr high.  We were both home 
schooled growing up and very good friends.  We had scheduled “play dates” every Wednesday from 12:30-
4:30.  But when jr. high came he began pursuing other things.  He wanted to be in with the popular kids and 
have a good status.  I didn’t really fit the bill for him so he left me.  For a few years he became bound by the 
pressure to fit in with the crowd he wanted to fit in with.  Ultimately he gave all that up. 
On the other hand, I wasn’t bound by popularity.  I was bound or gripped by reputation. I was making a name 
for myself with the church crowd.  I wanted my group of friends to like me, respect me, want to be around 
me, and to think that I was truly one of the “good” kids.  I put a lot of stock in my reputation to the church 
kids.  I was good at Bible quizzing, never missed a Wednesday night, and even wore khaki pants to church on 
Sundays! 

THT: The one thing I want you to hear tonight is to stop trying to make a name for yourself, you may gain Christ. 
ALL human GAIN or pursuits and reputation must be ALL LOSS for the sake of Christ. 

Back: The apostle Paul had been writing a letter to the Philippian church of believers.  There had been traveling 
Jews claiming to be Christians that came into Philippi speaking that if the Philippians wanted to be “REAL” 
Christians then they needed to look the part by following Jewish law.  The Philippians reputation was at stake 
if they didn’t get circumcised. 

Prvw: Paul commands the Philippians to rejoice in the Lord but we’ll find that can only take place if they head Paul’s 
warning and see their human gain as all loss compared to Christ. 

Pass: Our passage tonight will be Philippians 3:1-7.   

Read: 3 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for 
you.  

Ex: Chapter 3 of Philippians begins with a command to rejoice in the Lord.  Paul says that it’s no trouble for him 
to write the same thing to them as he’s already given this command of rejoicing or having joy many times.   

Trans: In this passage we’ll find that Paul warns the Philippians about something gripping them instead of Christ. 

Read:  2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh.  3 For we are the 
circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—  

Back: The Philippians, much like the Galatians, had been exposed to traveling Jewish teachers that were forcing 
circumcision as a way of showing how many converts they were getting.  It was a source of pride for them.  
But Paul shares that the real sign of a follower of Jesus is worship by God’s Spirit and making Christ big in life! 

Ex: So think about it in terms of today.  This is the person that faith is all about keeping a good reputation.  This 
person is involved in Sunday School, Wednesday night, Core Groups, Bible Quizzing, and hasn’t missed a work 
trip since that one time I scheduled it at the same time as the fall play.  This person that shares in Sunday 
School about how much they know in the Bible.  They try to win points by bringing someone to youth group.  
All these things are good but for this person faith is a means to an end.  They want attention. Paul goes on… 

Read:   4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence 
in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless.  

Ex: So Paul puts these dogs and evildoers in their place.  He’s like, humanly speaking I’m better than them.  Think 
about the family I was born into.  My family circumcised me at the right time.  I was born into the tribe of 
Benjamin so I belong to the southern kingdom of Judah not evil northern kingdom of Israel.  I’m Hebrew of 



Hebrews.  Not only is my family the right one but I’m at the top of the hierarchy in religious leaders as a 
Pharisee, I was so all in as a Jew that I persecuted the, thought to be blasphemous Christians, and on top of 
that blameless according to the law.  Paul was born into the right family and Paul made choices that only 
heightened that stock. 

Ex: To keep tracking with today’s version, Paul would be the kid in youth group that was born with the right last 
name.  He’s the guy that everyone wants to be around.  More than that though he says all the right things, 
serves on the worship team, no one can say anything that the guy has done wrong.   

App: Paul is warning against people who put their priorities in their reputation.  He goes after the people who walk 
through life just trying to keep up the appearance of a holy life without a relationship with God.  I believe 
there are three types of people in here tonight.   

1. The first group are people like Paul.  They’re not bound by appearances but know and love Jesus.  Some of 
them have a good reputation.  Others don’t look the part don’t have the right name but truly love the Lord.  
Praise the Lord for you and I hope that our larger church body and our youth group is a good place for you to 
grow! 

2. The second group are people are like the Jewish false teachers.  Gripped by others approval.  Some of this 
group has failed.   Life has become damage control.  Can I win back my reputation with the “good kids”?  Can I 
get my life together enough that people will assume I’m on the right track?  Or maybe you’ve given up 
acceptance from being respected and just want acceptance.  My parents don’t believe in me, my friends have 
been lost, I might as well go with this other group because they will at least accept me.   
Others in this group are doing quite well at building their reputation.  They look the part but they do not 
know God.  Please stop.  Life is too short to go through as a fraud.  You have become bound by your 
reputation to look like a good kid but never spent the time getting to know God.  You don’t do good things to 
please and glorify God but you do them to build yourself up.  You will never be able to fulfill the command to 
rejoice in the Lord because you are all about you! 

3. I believe there is a third group here tonight.  This is the primary group I think this passage speaks to.  They 
are like the Philippians.  They are just trying to go through life living out their faith.  They know God but 
making  

Tran: Paul has a word for all of the groups… 

Read: 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
THT: Stop trying to make a name for yourself!  The appearance of faith is a ALL LOSS compared to Jesus.   
App: What are you gripped by?  What are you holding on to?  Are you bound to keeping up appearances?  Are you 

gripped with making others believe something about you?  If so, then it’s a form of self-medicating.  You know 
and look down at the person who drinks alcohol to dull the pain.  You look down on the person who has given 
their life over to sinful pursuits not caring what people think of them.  However, you self-medicate to make 
yourself feel good by seeking the approval of the religious.   

THT: Stop making a name for yourself.  When you die it will no longer matter how many people thought you were 
great.  It will only matter the reality of your relationship with Christ.  A similar warning passage is found when 
Jesus tells a parable about sheep and goats.  Make sure you’re a sheep so the Lord can say well done good and 
faithful servant. 

Trans: Tonight I’ve invited a man that’s been an influence in my life.  Some of you have heard me speak of him.  He 
loves the Lord, has lived a good life, and on Friday is turning 90 years old.  I’ve asked him to come and share 
and give some advice on how, though he has had gains, he considers them all a loss for knowing Christ!   

Share: Don Martin would you come and share with us? 
 


