
 
 

Protestant - Justification 
Q&A 
Set up: Each week we’ll be spending a portion of our time trying to answer questions from the previous week.  It’s so 

helpful if you guys ask questions.  I think that you’ll take away a lot more if you engage with it on that level. 

 Last week we had two very good questions. 

Q1: We said last week that the Catholic Church believes that Scripture and Church Tradition are without error.  What 

is included in Church Tradition?  

Ans: For Catholics, Church Tradition is like an acorn that is planted into the ground.  That seed grows over time and 

matures into a large tree.  It’s still the same tree from beginning to end but it grows and develops over time.  

There are essentially two ways infallible Church Tradition to be verified.  Either there is a council formed of 

bishops and the pope or the Pope speaks Ex Cathedra or out of the chair.  There have been 21 Roman Catholic 

Councils.  The first 7 are agreed to hold weight in both Catholics and Easter Orthodoxy.  The 19th council was the 

Council of Trent, which was the response to the Protestant Reformation.  The 20th Council was the First Vatican 

Council in 1869-70 and the Second Vatican Council in 1962-65.  The other way the Church has spoken infallibly is 

through when the Pope has spoken Ex Cathedra, which there have been at least 7 beginning with Pope Leo 1 in 

449 and then the last being in 1950.  These are very rare. 

Q2: The second question is, when you used the book illustration about how the Catholic Church could choose God’s 

books even if they’re wrong, doesn’t that make them seem really self-righteous and think they are higher than 

everyone else? 

Ans: Great question! The answer is yes and no.  First, they aren't self-righteous because they don't believe that they 

did anything special to earn the power of recognition (recognize books of bible without making errors).  They see 

when Christ said, "on this rock (Peter) I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not be able to overcome 

it" that Christ started to use Peter and has continued to use the church ever since to become Christ's 

representatives.  They believe that this is the way God works and not something that they earned. 

While at the same time I do think that there is an element of self-righteousness.  These infallibility claims were 

believed to the case for many years but I would argue that it definitely was not like that at first (Galatians 2:10-

21).  This passage goes into detail Paul calling Peter out for how he was separating himself from the Gentiles and 

confusing the gospel.  Peter is thought to be the first pope.  All that to say, I think that anywhere there is many 

layers of leadership it's hard for those at the top not to think of themselves too highly.  

Conclusion: Imagine God gave you the power to fly.  It was only you who received this power.  The ability to fly 

doesn't make you prideful and self-righteous but I'm sure it'd be a temptation to think that you are something 

special.  On the flip side it would be a constantly humbling you because you know that you don't deserve to have 

that power but God simply gave it to you. I think there have been Catholics in awe and humbled by this power 

they believe God gave them.  I just don't agree that God really gave them the power. 

Narrative 
Set up: Last week we learned about Martin Luther, a smart young man, turned monk and then priest in the Catholic 

Church.  He posted 95 Theses to the door of a church in a neighboring town.  Buy why?  The primary reason was 

to protest then sale of indulgences.  What are those?  Listen in to this week’s narrative to find out: 



Nar: Pope Leo 10, in charge of all of the Catholic Church was in trouble.  He was building St. Peters in Rome and 

needed to finance it. He also was a landowner that had wars going on as well as supplying money for the entire 

Catholic Church hierarchy.  So he did something that probably wasn’t the best thing.  He began to give out 

prestigious positions in the Catholic Church, like bishop or archbishop, to the highest bidder.  This of course went 

a long way to paying off his building.  Pope Leo the 10 did a second thing to help with finances by opening up the 

Treasury of Merit.  At the time there were two consequences of sin.  Guilt and punishment.  Guilt could be taken 

care of by contrition, or being sorry for your sin, and then confession to a priest who could absolve you of your 

sin.  But you still had punishment to take care of either in this life or through purgatory.  Purgatory was a place of 

probation where the rest of the punishment for your sin was taken care of before you went to heaven.  So Pope 

Leo the 10 said that the left over good works of Jesus, Mary, and other saints were contained in this Treasury of 

Merit that could be given out and when received they would count against the punishment of those dead 

relatives in purgatory.  So what happened is a guy named Cardinal Brandenburg bought the position of 

Archbishop of Mainz from Pope Leo the 10 but couldn’t actually afford it and was given a loan.  In order to get out 

of debt he began giving authority to sell lots of indulgences in his region.  One of his big money makers was a man 

named Johan Tetzel.  Tetzel was really good at selling the indulgences or merit that the Pope could give away.  

Tetzel made a big production out of the sales.  He’d gather the crowds together and come up with catchy lines 

like, “As soon as a coin in the coffer rings, a soul from purgatory springs”.  The people loved this.  They were able 

to rescue grandma from suffering.  But of course Tetzel took it a step further.  He began to sell these indulgences 

to people who were alive.  They had a paper that said that the punishment of their sin was covered.  This is like a 

get out of sin free card.  It was pretty nice except the people stopped going to confession as much and when they 

did some of them began to ask Luther, do these indulgences really have the power that they’re claiming.  Luther 

didn’t like this because the Church was selling the mercy and forgiveness of God.  This was at the heart of why he 

posted 95 Theses of debate to the Church at Whitenburg.  Within a couple of years Luther stopped being mad 

that they were selling these indulgences for money but realized that in fact the Church didn’t need to be giving 

out anything for punishment of sin because it is already covered by Jesus.  This will be what we’re talking about 

today!  Luther’s further understanding of how to be without sin before a holy God. 

Justification 
Set up: 500 years ago there was a separation in God’s people.  There was a group of people within the Roman Catholic 

Church that left.  This group had a lot of different views but they all agreed on one thing.  That the Catholic Church 

was mistaken on how you are justified or in right standing before a holy and just God.  This was at the core. 

Ex: We know that in order to be right with God then you have to be perfect.  You have to be 100% holy, righteous, or 
clean.  But how can we be righteous when we die?  Jesus came down to earth, lived a perfect, life, and died a 
death as payment for our sin, and rose again conquering death. So Catholics and Protestants believe in Jesus.  

BI: We believe a lot of the same things about Jesus but over these next two weeks we’ll focus in on how Catholics and 

Protestants differ in their views justification or how to be 100% holy, right, and clean before God. 

Views - Protestant 
Set Up: Over these next two weeks if you can remember just two words you’ll do well.  RC – Infusion.  Pro – Imputation. 

Prot: Let’s start with Protestantism.  

Ex: I’ll try to explain this as simply as possible.  As Protestants we hold to 3 main things.  We’re justified through faith 

alone (sola fide) by grace alone (sola gratia) and in Christ alone (solus Christus).  The means of grace or the way 

God gives us his grace is through our faith in Jesus alone for salvation.  So even though we have sin and don’t 

measure up to God’s standard he gives us an alien righteousness or a righteousness outside of ourselves.  God 

declares us to be righteous.  How can he do this? Double imputation.  Not double amputation.  Double 

imputation.  What is that?  All of our sin, past, present, and future all gets credited to Christ’s perfect sacrifice on 

the cross.  That’s the first imputation or crediting.  Our sin is credited to Jesus (even though he didn’t deserve it).  

The second imputation is that Christ’s righteousness is credited to our account (even though we don’t deserve it).  

So for Protestants we walk through this life as Martin Luther summarized it, “simul justus et peccator” in Latin or 

“at the same time just and sinner”.  We are just because Jesus life, sacrifice, and resurrection is credited to us and 

we are sinner because we still have sin dwelling in us. 



Ill: I used to play this game called 1080 on my Nintendo 64 back in the day.  We’ll say the goal of the race is to have 

100% health bar at the end of the race.  Here’s a Protestants version of finishing with 100%.  We all start out at 

zero but we’re able to gain a 100% because Jesus already ran a perfect race and offered to credit his race to us.  

Well as we’re going down the hill unsure of how we will get the 100% and Jesus offers a perfect race to us then all 

we have to do is give up trying to make a perfect race ourselves and accept his perfect damage bar.  When we 

accept his damage bar then there is no amount of damage that we have done or will do that can give it damage 

because it’s his perfect health bar.  As we race to the finish our falls and crashes don’t matter for a perfect finish 

but they do matter as something that indicates that we really did accept Jesus run for ourselves. 

Trans: I want you to see this concept in Scripture, from Romans 3:21-26. 

Read: “21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as 

a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to 

be received by faith...”  

Ex: How do we get to 100% when all fall short of the glory of God?  Justified by Grace given through the redemption 

of Jesus death to be received by faith and not anything else.  It goes on... 

Read: “This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It 

was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 

faith in Jesus.” – Romans 3:21-26 

Ex: God is just in that all the sins are punished but he is the justifier in that they are all placed on Jesus. 

Trans: This is the Protestant view on justification.  We see a double imputation received by grace, through faith, in Jesus. 

Views - Protestant 
RC: So what about Roman Catholics?  How do they see justification?  The one word to remember is, “infusion”. 

Ex: Infusion is something very different than imputation.  While imputation is a righteousness outside of us that is 

credited towards us, infusion is Christ’s righteousness given in our possession so we can actually exhibit a perfect 

righteousness.  The means of God’s grace or the way God chooses to give out this grace is through the Catholic 

Church performing a baptism.  The Church can’t physically give it away but as long as the person is not hostile 

toward the baptism it should take effect.  So the Church dispenses justification and righteousness so the person 

can exhibit it.  There is a big problem for Catholics though.  Let’s say you do something bad, which obviously isn’t 

exhibiting Christ’s righteousness.  Well then you actually can lose your justification or diminish it based upon what 

you do.  We’ll get into this more next week on how you can lose your justification based upon your works. 

Ill: So what does this look like?  Our goal for the race is still to get to 100% at the end of the race and we start at zero.  

For Catholics then since they don’t know how long their race will be then they get their 100% as soon as possible 

from a checkpoint of the Church (this is baptism).  Then instead of it being Christ’s health bar at the top of the 

screen it is still your health bar only it’s perfect.  Now you need to get to the end of the race with a perfect health 

bar.  Of course you’re going to have some bumps and bruises on the way down so we’ll get into how to raise 

you’re bar back to 100% after you make some mistakes. 

Review: For Protestants when we want to get the righteousness of Jesus so when we die we can go to heaven then we 

believe it’s by grace, though faith, in Christ.  It happens as a double imputation where our sin is credited to Christ 

and his perfect sacrifice is credited to us.  At the same time just and sinner.  For our Roman Catholic friends then 

when they need to get the righteousness of Christ then their first step to is to get baptized. 

Application 
Set Up: So why does the Catholic and Protestant views on justification matter to us.  Once again, as we will each week, 

we’ll look at two ways.  First, in dealing with Catholic friends and second for our own temptation to drift from the 

gospel. 

RC: So how does this view of justification matter for our conversation with Catholic friends?  The main way is that it 

helps us have an informed discussion on what it means to be right with God.  We both agree that faith is 

necessary but they believe that works are necessary as well.  With most people we can assume that we’re on the 

same page if they agree to certain things about Jesus.  Not so much with Catholic friends.  Our disagreement is 



how we become right with God through Jesus. Are we declared righteous by faith or are we made righteous and 

able to exhibit a righteousness of our own? 

Pro: It’s so easy for us to drift into a gospel that is about our works.  I want you to hear that there is nothing you can do 

that will separate you from the love of Christ, and there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus.  You don’t have to count on your good works outweighing your bad works.  You have to trust that Christ’s 

work is credited to you.  Trust that God has declared you to be righteous. 

 

 

 

Next week... 

Bible 
Set Up: One of the great ways to understand these differences is study how Abraham became right with God.  The 

Protestants like feel like that Paul in Romans 4 agrees with them and Catholics feel like James 2 supports them. 

R4:2-3:  2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the 

Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”  

Ex: So righteousness before God is by faith alone... but now James 

Jm2:21: 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was 

active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 

believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” 

Ex: Which one is it?  Is it all about faith alone or is it faith with works to be righteous before God?  This simplest 

explanation for Protestants is that Paul was defining become right with God and James was simply showing the 

results of a life that is right with God. Just to add my own thought, the book of James is focused on just that! 

App: 

Qt: “We are justified by faith alone but not a faith that is alone” – Martin Luther 


