
Treasure in Jars of Clay – Affliction for Forgiveness 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 
Intro 
BO: How do you think decisions are made in groups of friends?  One leader?  Consensus? What about when someone 

does something stupid?  Have you ever seen someone mess up so badly that a friend group won’t accept them 

anymore? 

Engage: It’s kind of funny but when I think of life changing times in my life it often comes back to the decisions that I made 

when I was in high school.  Maybe that’s why I love spending time with you guys?  Heading into my freshmen year 

a lot of the guys I was friends with came from church.  There were over 15 of us and the group was basically 

divided into two friend groups that only had a couple of people that were friends with everyone.  One of the guys 

in the “other” group, Ben, messed up.  He messed up big time.  As a freshmen Ben was out partying and got 

drunk.  He then drove with a couple of “friends” (fyi he didn’t even have his learners permit yet).  At about 4am 

that morning he was driving on a country road and lost control.  The car rolled several times and I believe Ben was 

thrown from his car.  Miraculously no one was seriously injured. // This wasn’t the first offense.  Ben had messed 

up a number of times and had used a lot of the guys from church to lie to his parents about where he was.  At this 

point the guys were not pleased with Ben because it was just another example of him using their friendship to go 

out and get drunk.  Ben was put into rehab for a time and I can still remember the buzz going around the guys 

when he was about to get out.  Would the guys allow him to keep using them or would they create a clean break 

from him.  There was one friend, Ben’s closest friend, whom became outspoken that he wouldn’t allow Ben to 

keep using him and he thought that all of us shouldn’t allow Ben back in our life again.   

THT: How does a Christian respond when he/she has been wronged?  What is a proper response to the person who has 

caused you and those around you so much pain? 

Back: 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 

Throughout this book we find gospel paradoxes.  Comfort in affliction, rich in poverty, and strong in weakness.  

 These gospel paradoxes are to show us that the power belongs to God and not us. 

3 words I want to focus on... treasure: refers to gospel in Christ, jars: refers to weakness of our body, clay: refers 

to the molding that takes place in our life to look like Jesus desires for us to look.  These are the three sections 

that I’ll be walking through for this semester.  We’ll begin with seeing Paul, the Corinthians, and us as JARS.// 

As we are jumping back in to this letter that Paul wrote to the church in Corinth and surrounding area let’s dive 

into the situation at hand.  If the church at Philippi was known to be mature Christians the church at Corinth was 

their opposite.  These believers had all kinds of big issues that had gone on.  There was celebration of sexual sin, 

relational tensions, competition about who to follow in faith, false teaching, and all kinds of worldly sin.  Paul had 

first founded the church around 50AD, had written 2 letters dealing with sin, and had another painful visit in 

which was short but Paul had to be the bad guy and do some serious faith correction.  This letter was written to 

head off some of the issues so that when Paul made another visit the church would already be fixing some of their 

significant issues. 

Prvw: This week we’ll find Paul showing that the Corinthians were to show gospel forgiveness. 

Pass: Our passage tonight will be 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

Affliction 
Read: 5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of 

you.  

Ex: As I was getting into before Paul had visited the church at Corinth and there were “haters”.  Paul was introducing 

a situation that most likely everyone reading the letter knew about.  Paul had come and there were people in the 

church who opposed him.  This would have been like if Pastor Milo, our founding pastor, would have retired and 

when he came to visit people at the church then certain individuals would have attached him physically, 

spiritually, emotionally, and his reputation. It’s painful for everyone involved.  I imagine the church was ashamed 

of the way these individuals acted when Paul was there.  So how did they react to this man or these men?  



Naturally those who opposed Paul became outsiders in the church.  It was one mistake that they made and then 

they had been blackballed.  So Paul gives instructions to the church. 

Forgiveness 
Read: 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7 so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he 

may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.  

Ex: Back in the day I worked for a company called ServiceMaster Clean.  One of my coworkers told me of a time that 

he had sinned and was excommunicated from his church for a whole year.  He ended up leaving that church and 

in many ways I don’t blame him.  It was overwhelming and not helpful for him to be blackballed by the entire 

church.  Paul goes on and gives the proper gospel response.  

Read: 8 So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are 

obedient in everything. 10 Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven 

anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 11 so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not 

ignorant of his designs. 

Ex: Paul begs them to reaffirm their love... You’re obedience in Christ demands that you forgive.  If you have been 

forgiven a lifetime of sin against God through Jesus then you are called to demonstrate forgiveness to someone 

who sins against you!  A mark of a true Christian is that they are able to forgive those who sin against them and 

reaffirm their love just like Jesus forgives and reaffirms his love for us! 

Conclusion 
Prin: Two things I want us to consider as we look at this text. 

1. Churches are perceived not to accept those who have made mistakes.  Especially when we have someone among 

us whom has sinned publically we have been known to shun them and shut them out.  The church must be a place 

that doesn’t promote excessive sorrow in those who have sinned. 

App: Ways we can grow? 

 Group mentality is super dangerous.  When you blindly follow a group it can mean serious danger.  Test what your 

pastor says with God’s Word.  Test your life against what the gospel demands of you. 

 When you see group bullying or group shunning RUN to the outsider.  It is better to demonstrate forgiveness to 

the outsider than to be accepted by the group. 

2. As individual Christians we must see that our ability to forgive others is a direct shadow of Christ’s forgiveness of 

us.  Christians see that the gospel that Jesus humbled himself and came, died for sin, rose again as power over 

death, sits at the right hand of the father, and will come to judge the living and the dead, has implications for you 

and me in regular life.  We are to be imitators of Jesus forgiveness and forgive others while they’re still sinners. 

App: Ways we can grow? 

When someone sins against you then you have an opportunity to daily respond to the gospel and see Jesus 

forgiveness of you.  When was the last time you forgave because Christ has forgiven you?  Being a Christian isn’t 

an abstract following but a daily dying to yourself and Spirit of God living in you.  Do you forgive like Jesus?   

Con: I want to tell you what happened with Ben.  There was one guy that decided it would be a good idea to take a 

chance and forgive Ben.  He had his reservations but decided to start to forgive Ben by taking him to a men’s 

breakfast at church.  This small start led to a helpful relationship to reconcile Ben with the other guys.  Ben 

became fully accepted back in the group.  Ben was won back into right relationship with Christ and the group.  I 

wish I could say that Ben used that forgiveness to commit his life fully to Christ but the reality is that to this day 

he’s not actively walking with the Lord.  Forgiveness mirrors Jesus.  How someone responds to that forgiveness is 

for a different time.  You are a jar.  You are simple.  You are afflicted in pain and yet there is comfort from God.  

You are sinned against yet there is forgiveness through Jesus.  You are a jar and you are loved. 

Qu: I’d love to take any questions that you guys have about the text this week! 


