
Jesus Is Lord – Of Pursuits 

Colossians 1:24-2:5 
Intro 
BO: Have you ever been in pain for a higher goal?  Training for sports, studying, or working. Can pain ever be good? 

Video: Read Scripture – Colossians 0:00-3:36 

Engage: Our actions are almost always driven by pleasure.  Whether short or long term pleasure, we pursue things that we 

believe will offer us joy, happiness, and probably the biggest pleasure we go after is acceptance.  I just want to be 

loved.  For the majority of last fall, this summer and this fall I’ve been playing tennis at 6:30 on Friday mornings.  I 

love playing. I don’t have many times that I can play my hardest in a sport (and I’ve been doing that my whole life) 

so this is a treat for me.  I also get to hang out with guys my own age, something that being a married youth 

pastor doesn’t lend itself to having spare time for.  This time each week really is a great part of my week.  Marla 

recently asked me why.  Why is it so hard for me to go on a walk or a bike ride at night but I exercise every Friday 

morning?  For that matter, why is it so hard for me to wake up every other day of the week but get up on my own 

accord on Friday mornings?  Why would I give up sleep and begin to exercise when these are two of my least 

favorite things to do?  Because I have a higher pursuit than sleep or laziness.  I want friends and want to play 

sports.  We’re going to see a picture of a higher pursuit tonight that the apostle Paul has.  And I hope you’ll see: 

THT: We are God’s plan A for evangelism and like many things, “no pain, no gain”.  The joy of suffering for the spread of 

the gospel is how God wants to use you in high school.  #goals 

Prvw: We’re going to be spending asking, what is Paul filling up that’s lacking in Christ and why is he willing to suffer for 

this cause? 

Pass: Tonight we’ll look at Colossians 1:24-2:5 

THT: We are God’s plan A for evangelism and like many things, “no pain, no gain”.  The joy of suffering for the spread of 

the gospel is how God wants to use you in high school.  #goals 

Filling What’s Lacking in Christ 
Read: Have student read 1:24-29 

Read: 24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the 

sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given 

to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to 

his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, 

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 

that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works 

within me. 

Set up: I rejoice in my sufferings and I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions... What are you talking about Paul?  

What kind of pride do you have thinking that Christ’s sacrifice still has more to do and somehow you’re going to 

be the one to help the church out by finishing what Christ started?  That’s weird right? 

Ill: Marla and I saw Ben Zobrist out to lunch when we went to a game this year and introduced ourselves.  What if I 

said, “Hey Ben, I know you one the World Series MVP last year, but I’m going to finally get that World Series for 

the Chicago Cubs.”  He’d be confused.  He might say, “Hey buddy, we already one and if you didn’t know I made 

some of the clutch hits to win it for the Cubs.  No offense but you’re useless.”  

Qu: Is that what Paul is doing here?  “Hey Jesus, I know you came down from heaven, lived a perfect life, died a 

perfect sacrifice, conquered sin and death by rising from the grave, and now are sitting at the right hand of the 

Father ready to judge the living and the dead, but I’m in charge of salvation from here on out.  I got this.”  As crazy 

as that sounds that’s exactly what Paul is saying.  His highest pursuit is continuing what Christ started.   

Ex: A pastor named John Piper explains this difficult passage by looking at it backwards to explain Paul’s filling up 

Christ’s afflictions.  Let’s do a backwards walkthrough.  Please use your bible as I only have key phrases on ppt. 

29 –  Describes Paul’s purposeful striving with Christ empowered energy 

28 –  Purpose of that toil is to present everyone mature or complete in Christ through teaching 



26-27 – All proclaiming is about a mystery, something that hadn’t been made known but now is.  And then 27 talks about 

the riches of the mystery which is “Christ in you the hope of glory”. God opens up his very presence to the 

Gentiles whom couldn’t go into the temple where God resided.  But now God not only allows Gentiles into the 

temple he rather makes the gentiles the temple that he resides in.  Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

25 –  As Paul proclaims this Christ he is fulfilling a stewardship or his ministry. 

24 –  All of this teaching/admonishing/proclaiming costs him suffering. So what does filling up Christ’s afflictions mean? 

What it means to be “In Christ” is to be united with Christ and Christ has left some of the labor/work/toil for 

Christians to complete. What’s missing is the extension of the mystery to the pagans.   

THT: We are God’s plan A for evangelism... “no pain, no gain”.  What would you do to see the message of salvation to 

someone that didn’t understand what Jesus offers? The joy of suffering for the spread of the gospel is how God 

wants to use you.  #goals 

Con: Paul rejoices in his suffering that he might fill up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions.  This is part of the cost of 

discipleship. This is what it means to be united with Jesus in his death. 

Read: Matthew 16:24-27 If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it 

profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 

Tran: Paul you’re killing me here.  Why tell the Colossians about your suffering for the advancement of the gospel? 

Why Suffer 
Read: 2:1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me 

face to face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of 

understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, 

yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 

Ex: You may or may not realize but this letter is to be read to the nearby town of Laodicea as well.  Paul wants them 

to see his struggle so they’d be encouraged, knit together in love, and have knowledge of the mystery of the 

gospel of Christ so that no one will deceive them with other arguments. Christ living in you is the hope that you 

have for glory.   Those who are in Christ do suffer for a greater goal.  But know that Christ is over all and in all.  

Christ is in control of all creation so your suffering, Colossians, is not in vain.  Rejoice that Christ is in you and 

working through you! 

Application 
Set up: This passage was actually one that I was going to leave on in this series. I was going skip it because it was just 

Paul’s example of Jesus as the Lord and master of his life.  I wasn’t really sure what would be a helpful take away 

for us.  As I’ve processed this passage I think it’s helpful to take a step back and ask, “What am I pursuing that I’m 

willing to endure pain for?” 

 Some tell dirty jokes on the soccer team to be “one of the guys”.  Some endure great pain to try and finish a little 

bit faster at cross country.  Some work hard at their homework in order to get a good grade. Some just spend 

their time doing what’s easy and never really pursue anything but what’s simplest.  None of these are distinctly 

Christian.  What it means for Christ to live in you is that you have died to your passions and pursuits and live for 

his passions and pursuits.  Christ desires that all might hear the message of salvation.   

THT: We are God’s plan A for evangelism... “no pain, no gain”.   

App: What cost are you willing to give to accomplish Christ’s purposes? 

 Would you be willing to steer a conversation towards faith when others don’t want to go there?   

 Would you be willing to give up surrounding your weekends around what is fun to spreading the gospel? 

 Would you be willing to change your pursuit to PRing at Cross Country to pursuing leading someone to Christ? 

 Would you be willing to pursue bible study, prayer, core groups, Wednesday nights over school work, friends, or 

sports? 

Con: What is most important in your life?  Christ is Lord of all and if he is Lord and Master of you then follow Paul’s 

example of rejoicing in suffering for the spread of the gospel. 

THT: We are God’s plan A for evangelism... “no pain, no gain”.   


