
Treasure in Jars of Clay – God’s Mercy, My Ministry 

2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
Intro 
BO: Why is it fun to make something for someone else? 

Engage: I believe all of us have something in our core that we’re going after to find happiness, value, and love.  Often 

times the temptation is to find that love and value in other people.  Girls wouldn’t you just love for a boy to have a 

crush on you because they find you beautiful inside and out?  Guys don’t you want to have a reputation of being 

respected as one of the best...  at soccer, football, at band, as a student, as being well liked.  Scott Avett isn’t a 

Christian but believes he’s found the secret of happiness. 
Video: “Cuz I’m happy being me the most, when I let what makes me happy go. I finally learned what I need to know. I’m 

happier with nothing. I’m happier with nothing, I’m happier with nothing.” Scott Avett sings, Untitled #4 

 Joy and happiness comes from being without... And while I love this song and the direction of this song it’s just 

not quite there.  Christianity isn’t taking away your love but redirecting your love.   

Tran: Most often we don’t love the things we know are a part of the Christian life because we don’t actually love God.  

Here’s the point of tonight. 

THT: If you love God’s mercy then you’ll love God’s ministries.  What you treasure personally will flow out publically.   

Stage: Tonight we’ll find ourselves right in the middle of Pau’s letter to the messy church of Corinth.  Plagued by false 

teachers that self-promote, Paul feels it necessary to correct the hearts and actions of this church. 

Prvw: We’ll see that is you love God’s mercy then you’ll love God’s ministries.  The ministry to persevere, not to pervert 

the gospel, and to proclaim the gospel 

Pass: We’ll be in 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 tonight. 

Mercy Of God 
Read: 4:1 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, 

Qt: Warren Weirsbe “The way you look at your ministry helps to determine how you will fulfill it. If you look on 

serving Christ as a burden instead of a privilege, you will be a drudge and do only what is required of you. Some 

people even look on service as a punishment from God. When Paul considered the fact that he was a minister of 

Jesus Christ, he was overwhelmed by the grace and mercy of God. His positive attitude toward the ministry had 

some practical consequences in his life.” 

Ex: Do you ever experience the mercy of God? I was recently told that my prayers can be just logistical.  It can be so 

easy to lose your awe and wonder for how amazing God is.  The problem isn’t that God hasn’t revealed his glory 

and greatness but it’s that far too often we love and are caught up in other things. 

App: Take a look at what you say and do publically and ask yourself if it’s backed up privately.  If you want to be 

publically seen as a strong Christian then it needs to draw from roots of a love of God privately.  

Mp3: Recently in the sports world there has been a peaceful protest during the national anthem.  This was started by 

Colin Kaepernick of the San Francisco 49ers because of our countries lack of awareness of racism and profiling 

that still exists.  Steve Smith Sr. was on Mike and Mike this week responding to this action taken by Kaepernick. 

// Invest Time, Talent, Money or a hypocrite “You can’t have a stance publically and not do it privately” 9.26.2016 

App: Do you love God’s mercy on you?  If you love God’s mercy then you’ll love God’s ministry.  The first ministry... 

Ministry To Persevere 
Read: 4:1 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart.  

Ex: Paul had experienced imprisonment, near death stoning’s, as well as false accusations against him as a Christian.  

In this verse he says that he doesn’t lose heart.   

Ill: Have you ever tried to ride your bike on line?  It’s way harder to stay straight when you look down, but if you look 

forward it helps you stay on the line.   

Ex: The way to persevere in your faith isn’t to just try harder in your immediate circumstances but to think about the 

eternal and far off things.  To realize that you have the privilege of being used by God to introduce them to 

knowing God through Jesus.  If you love God’s mercy then you’ll love God’s ministries.   



App: I saw a number of you out this morning for See You At The Pole to pray for Morton High School.  As you get older 

you’ll find that there is less and less pressure to live as a Christian.  It becomes more and more your choice.  You 

make decisions every single day on whether you will keep fighting for a life of faith or not.   

Qt: “What young men will be, in all probability depends on what they are now, and they seem to forget this.” 

“Why do I say all this?  I say it because of the force of habit.  I has it because experience tells me that people’s 

hearts are seldom changed if they are not changed when young.  Seldom indeed are men converted when they 

are old.  Habits have long roots.” 

 “Habits are like stones rolling down hill, - the further they roll, the faster and more ungovernable is their course.  

Habits like trees, are strengthened by age.  A boy may bend an oak when it is a sapling, - a hundred men cannot 

root it up, when it is a full-grown tree.  A child can wade over the Thames at its fountain-head, - the largest ship in 

the world can float in it when it gets near the sea. So it is with habits: the older the stronger, - the longer they 

have held possession, the harder they will be to cast out.  They grow with our growth, and strengthen with our 

strength.” Thoughts for Young Men (J.C. Ryle) pg. 11 

Tran: Now is the time to commit yourself to God.  To know him closer, to devote your life more fully.  It’s time to 

prepare to persevere.  If you love God’s mercy then Paul goes on to another ministry. 

Ministry Not To Pervert 
Read: 2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, 

but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And 

even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the 

minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  

Ill: I remember when I worked for ServiceMaster Clean when I was an upper classmen and through college I had 

countless faith conversations with my co-workers.  I was really wanting to have an impact on some of these co-

workers in their faith or lack of faith.  It was weird because through the years I still remember being scared to tell 

them the full truth about being a Christian.  I thought that they wouldn’t want to give up a lot of their sinful 

patterns so I’d try to glaze over that being a Christian involves dying to yourself and living for Christ.  It involves 

repentance of your sin and turning to Jesus.  I believed this would give them more joy but I didn’t want to tell 

them.  I was hoping that if they just started going to church then it would fix some of those root issues. 

App: When you share Jesus and a relationship with Jesus it’s not your job to just trick them to accept Jesus and then 

hope for the best.  Caleb and I have come back to a phrase time and time again, “how you catch’em is how you 

keep’em.”  Meaning if you want someone to love Jesus then you need to show them Jesus.  Sometimes we think 

that if we can be “normal” like playing sports, watching movies, or going to parties it will show that Christians can 

have fun but the problem is that your aim isn’t showing Jesus but showing how much you can “get away with” 

and follow Jesus.  It’s perverting and not truthful of your own Christian life.   Someone who loves the mercy of 

God themselves is equipped to be open and truthful about faith and if an unbeliever doesn’t see the glory and 

goodness of God it is there decision to follow or not follow. 

Ministry To Proclaim without Pride & Conclusion 
Read: 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, 

who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus Christ. 

Ex: Here’s the culmination of a life that loves the mercy of God.  First, it’s without pride.  The thing you proclaim isn’t 

how amazing your spiritual life is but how amazing your God is.  Secondly it proclaims Jesus.  When you proclaim 

Jesus it’s like bringing light to darkness.  Sometimes people reject it and it’s like they’re closing their eyes or they 

just can’t see how beautiful faith is but sometimes people accept it and they receive the mercy of God. 

App: If you love God’s mercy then you’ll love God’s ministries.  You’ll persevere, not pervert the gospel, and proclaim 

the gospel without pride.  What you treasure personally will come out publically. 

 How are you doing personally?  How are you and God?  Is there relationship? Repentance?  Obedience? 

 How are you doing publically?  Are you fighting to persevere?  Sharing whole truths of Christianity?  And are you 

demonstrating the light of the knowledge of the glory of God found in Jesus? 


