
Jesus Is Lord – Of All 

Colossians 1:15-23 
Intro 
BO: Who is the most powerful/influential person you’ve ever met?  In what ways were they powerful? 

Video: Read Scripture – Colossians 0:00-1:52 

Engage: It was May 2009 I had just graduated but still had to take 1 summer class to make it official.  Marla and I were to 

be married in one month and I was in the midst of applying for being the youth pastor here.  My 1 class that my 

graduating Moody Bible Institute was dependent on was Apologetics, or a human defense for faith in Jesus.  This 

was a two week class and I knew it was a tough class but figured, “how much damage could they do to me in two 

weeks?”  I was mostly right, I read a book or two and wrote a paper or two and made it work.  But the final was 

coming up and deep philosophical thoughts and understanding eluded me.  As I received the study guide for the 

final I realized that left to myself I would have no shot at passing the final.  I had absolutely no hope of passing the 

final but was just hoping that I would get enough right to pass the class.  AND THEN...  The day before the final we 

found out that we could take the final with a partner.  I was friends with only one person in the class because he 

was on my floor and it just so happened that he was the smartest student in the class.  He asked me to be his 

partner and I told him I wouldn’t be able to really contribute in any way.  He told me to consider it a wedding 

present. Dieggo Senn and I got over a 100% on the final.  I contributed none of the answers.  My only hope for 

passing that test was that he helped me.  

THT: Jesus is the powerful creator and sustainer and our only hope for salvation! 

Prvw: We are asking the question, why is Jesus alone our hope for salvation? 

 He is Lord of ALL! He is the author, authority, and Lord over creation and redemption 

Pass: We’re going to look at Colossians 1:15-23 tonight. 

THT: Jesus is the powerful creator and sustainer and our only hope for salvation! 

Lord Over Creation 
Set Up: In verses 15-17 we see that Jesus is Lord over creation.   

Video: Spider Man 2 – Kid stands up to Rhinoman. 

Set Up: In the verses below we’ll see that Jesus isn’t like the little kid version of spider man but the superhuman 

Spiderman. However Jesus’ superhuman power and authority is more than any superhero ever imagined. 

Ex: To understand Jesus as Lord over creation we need to know who he is and then also to see the prepositions that 
show how he relates to creation. 

Read: 15 He is the image of the invisible God, The first, “He Is” statement.  If you want to see God look at Jesus.  Jesus is the 
perfect and only visible picture of God. the firstborn of all creation. The second, “He Is” statement shows us that 
Jesus has dominion/authority over all of creation.  When it says firstborn it does not mean that Jesus was God’s 
first creation. Rather this is showing that Jesus has the rights and authorities over creation. He is the image and 
the firstborn.  Defining whom he is but now let’s see what he does. 
16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 

or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. All creation created BY (maker), THROUGH (maker), 
and FOR (glory) him 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  He is before all things (outside 
of time therefore...) Creation sustained IN him 

Ill: As a high school student I remember being in this very room for youth group.  We were singing for worship and I 

remember looking around seeing some mouthing the words, some talking to friends, others just standing 

respectfully.  I remember thinking, if the God of the universe were physically in the room then wouldn’t be so 

halfhearted in our worship.  It was at this point in my life that I desired for God to use me to point to who he was. 

Ex: So we have Jesus that has dominion and power over the world that he created and holds together for himself.  

Sounds like we have the right guy to be putting trust in. 

Trans: So Jesus has authority and power and is the Lord over creation but Jesus is also the Lord over redemption.  

Lord Over Redemption 



Read: 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might 

be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by 

his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 

Ex: He is the head of the body, the church, the beginning, and firstborn from the dead (control, power, and example) 
that he would be preeminent (over the church or all believers for all time) So we see Jesus as having power but 
how does that play out?  Look at the prepositions again.  3 prepositions to be watching for: in, through, and in. 

 IN him... all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell (God’s full glory, power, wisdom, Spirit) 
 And THROUGH him (meaning the cross) all things are reconciled  

And IN his body of flesh he presents you holy, blameless, and above reproach before God. 
Set Up: Now watch this curveball that Paul throws the Colossians.  
Read: 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which 

has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

Ex: The Colossians are holy, blameless, and above reproach before God, if they continue in the faith not shifting from 

the hope of the gospel.  Paul fully expects them to continue in the faith but isn’t shy about warning them to give 

themselves an honest look at what they’re trusting in for salvation.  

Ill: I’ve had a close friend deny Christ because he allowed bitterness and putting false beliefs about Christ at the 

forefront.  I think he really thought he was saved in high school but it’s evident now that he wasn’t as he has 

shifted from the hope of the gospel. 

 I had another friend in college who had claimed that it was the college’s fault for him losing his faith but he was 

dealing with same sex attraction and wasn’t willing to submit that part of his life over to Christ.  He didn’t trust 

Christ with all of himself and shifted from the hope of the gospel. 

THT: Jesus is the powerful creator and sustainer and our only hope for salvation! 

 He has the power, dominion, and authority over creation and redemption.  Why would we trust in Jesus alone for 

salvation?  He alone has the power over it. 

Application 
Set Up: I’d like to do two things here at the end.  First I’d like to read a quote from Jen Wilken’s None Like Him and then 

I’d like to make just a couple of key observations: 

Read: None Like Him – Jen Wilken Page 140 

Qt: “The wise see and celebrate God not just as their Father to whom they owe adoration, but as their King to whom 

they owe their total allegiance.” Jen Wilken in above quotation. 

Ex: It is my belief that we need to wrestle with what it means that Jesus is preeminent.  God isn’t a figment of 

imagination but has revealed himself in the Bible.  Will you listen to him or your own version of what you want 

him to be?  Please dive deep into God’s word to understand whom he is and don’t just take a phrase you like and 

make God into your own image.   


