
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 10 – 11:18    Breakaway 11.30.16 

God Initiates Instructions, God Directs Details and Man Follows Faithfully 

Cornelius:  Day One 

A wealthy and reputable Centurion in the Roman army, member of the Italian Cohort, 

commanding 100 men based in Caesarea 

Devout and God-fearing Gentile – Believed in the One true monotheistic God of Israel rejecting 

the Roman and Greek gods and goddesses, yet not fully converted to Judaism (ie. Circumcision) 

Gave alms to the poor and prayed – received by God as a sacrifice memorial  

(Leviticus 2:2, 9, 16 and Philippians 4:10-20) 

God Initiates Instructions!  Sent an Angel in a vision at 3 in the afternoon (traditional 

prayer time)  

God Directs Details! Go to Joppa and get a man named Simon Peter; you will find him at a 

Tanner’s home by the Sea with the name of Simon 

Cornelius Follows Faithfully!  Sends two close servants and one devout soldier 31 miles 

south to Joppa 

 

Peter:  Day Two – Praying on the roof at noon waiting on lunch at Simon the Tanner’s house in 

Joppa 

God Initiates Instructions!  Vision of a sheet let out of heaven containing all kinds of 

animals, reptiles and birds both clean and unclean 

God Directs Details!  3 X Peter Pattern; “Rise, kill and eat”  “What God has made clean, do 

not call common.”  Peter ponders perplexed  

 3 men are looking for you; Get up, Go downstairs, and Go with them!   

Don’t hesitate for I have sent them!  Cornelius wants to hear what you have to say.   

Peter Follows faithfully!  Invited them in overnight and left the next morning with them 

 

Peter, Cornelius’ Servants and Soldier:  Day Three – Travel day; 31 miles North  

Peter and Cornelius Together:  Day Four  



God initiates instructions and directs details! 

Cornelius had already gathered his family and friends around 3 in the afternoon 

The Question:  Why did you call me?  The Answer:  We want to hear about Jesus 

So Peter opened his mouth and shared the Gospel to the Gentiles 

God has no partiality to any nation; anyone can come to Him (Isaiah 52:7 and 57:19) 

Jesus filled with Holy Spirit and power did good and healed those oppressed by the devil; 

God was with Him 

We were witnesses of all he did; His death on a tree (Deut. 21:23) and resurrection to full life 

He commanded us to preach that He will be judge of all living and dead, and that all who believe 

in His Name will receive forgiveness of sins (just as the prophets foretold) 

 

God Breaks in!    A Gentile Pentecost; the Holy Spirit and tongues all praising God 

Peter has the Gentiles Baptized!  Astounding!  Peter accepts them because God has 

Peter stayed a few days and then went to face the music of his critics in Jerusalem, the 

circumcised Jews 

 

Peter in Jerusalem - Peter recounts the story and asks how he could possibly go against God 

“When they heard these things they fell silent.  And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles 

also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”  Acts 11:18 

Take-Aways from Acts 10-11:18 

1. Do we have a wall of prejudice that needs to be broken down?  Read James 2:1-13 

2. Do we consider anyone being outside of deserving salvation by the grace of God? 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22 and Ephesians 3:1-6 

3. Consider these truths from our chapter: 

God Initiates Instructions 

God Directs Details 

Man Follows Faithfully 

 How does your life match up with that? 



 

 


