
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 12     Breakaway 12.14.16 

God in the Midst 

The Story of Two Families 

1. The Family of a Fisherman - James 

James the brother of John; Sons of Father Zebedee  

Fishing Partners with Peter; Called by Jesus to fish for men and they immediately followed  

(Mark 1:19-20, Luke 5:1-11) 

Named the Sons of Thunder by Jesus (Mark 3:17) 

Ask for special seating in the heavenly kingdom next to Jesus (Mark 10:35-45) 

 Mother right in there with them in Matthew 20:21-28) 

James, Peter and John – Jesus closest Friends (Matthew 26:36-46)  

Saw Jesus Transfigured (Matthew 17:1-8) 

Learned the importance of prayer in the garden with Jesus (Luke 22:39-46) 

James was the First Apostle to die – by the sword of King Herod Agrippa 1 12.2 

 His Brother John was the Last Apostle to live – long life and died of natural causes 

But God was in the Midst – John records the hope of heaven 

2. The Family of a King - Herod Agrippa 1 

Grandson of Herod the Great; Son of Aristobulus 

After Herod the Great died his kingdom was divided into 4 parts, each with a Tetrarch 

(ruler of a fourth).  Herod’s son Tetrarch Aristobulus was killed so to keep Herod Agrippa 

1 safe, his family sent him to Rome to grow up.  He was raised in a royal household and 

treated like a family member of the Caesar’s; was close to Gaius, Grandnephew of 

reigning Caesar Tiberius, and played with people like Claudius.  When Tiberius died, 

Gaius became Emperor of Rome and in AD 37 made Herod Agrippa 1 King over Israel.  A 

few years later when Gaius died, he was replaced by Claudius who replaced Roman 

Prefects such as Pontius Pilate with Herod Agrippa.  Herod Agrippa 1 wanted to impress 

the Jews by squelching to new sect “Christians” so he made an example of James and 

then went after Peter. 

          Thought he was in control!  High security imprisonment for Peter; killed others to impress 12:2,19 



Thought he deserved to be worshipped! Tyre and Sidon came to ask for peace and mercy 

through personal assistant Blastus and shouted praise to Herod as if he was god.  12.20-23 

But God was in the Midst – disease and death 

The Story of Peter  

 Remember how he started – A Fisherman 

 Remember how he grew in Jesus – A Fish for men in Gentile Cornelius household 

 Look where he is in Acts 12 - High security prison 12.4 

    But God was in the Midst – Deliverance!  12.7-11 

 Chains fell off; passed guards unchecked; iron gates opened 

 Passes the Baton of leadership of Jerusalem church to James brother of Jesus 12.17 

 Goes likely to Rome or Antioch, comes back for Jerusalem council in cp.15  

The Story of the Early Church Christians 

 Earnest prayer – 12.5, 12.12 Do we love people enough to pray for them? 

 Excited reception of Peter – Rhoda “Rose” forgets to open the door! 

  The people are incredulous that God answered their prayers!  Hmm…. 

 Exit to the mission field - Barnabas and Saul go back to Antioch taking John Mark 

  John Mark cousin to Barnabus; Mom’s house church where they prayed 12:1 

  But God was in the Midst – The Word increased and multiplied 12:24 

Dear Breakaway Ladies, 

God is in the midst of your story!  We don’t always see the how or why.  Sometimes, we can see His Sovereign Hand 

best in retrospect and say, “Now I get it!”  And it is wonderful.  Many times, we are simply to trust His Sovereign 

Hand in the midst.  So we PRAY!    

Tag the Truth that God loves you; He Has not left you and He never will. 

Glance at Life but Gaze at God and Remember Whose you are!  Have a Mary Heart in this very Martha World! 

Immanuel!  God is with us!  “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:20 

Because of the grace of Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer,   Jolene Rocke 



 

 

     

   

 

 

  

 


