
The Jerusalem Council 
Acts 15:1-35    Jan 18, 2017 
 

With growth comes growing pains. Questions arise as the church wrestles with 
how Gentile believers should practice their new found faith in Jesus. Let’s watch 
and be amazed at how God brought unity, clarity, and guidance for the church. 
 
Dispute (15:1-2) 
 
Men from Jerusalem went to Antioch – taught circumcision and keeping law of 
Moses was necessary to be saved. Paul and Barnabas disagreed!!! 
 
 The church is in turmoil 
 Paul and Barnabas tried to resolve this “off teaching” but conflict continued 
 Antioch church seeks wisdom and guidance from the Jerusalem church  

 
Delegates sent to Jerusalem church to inquire from the apostles and elders 
 
 The question: What was required of Gentile Christians? Did they need to be 
circumcised and thus become a believing Jew before they could be included in 
God’s kingdom? 
 
Watching God’s leaders lead (John 17:14-23, 21:15-17, Eph 4:11-13) 

 God’s Word and Work examined – (an example to follow!) 

 
Peter reviewed the past ten years 

 God told me to preach the gospel to Gentiles (Cornelius)  

 Don’t call unclean what God calls clean (Acts 10:15) 
 God gave the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles  

 Just as he did to us! (Acts 10:45) 
 God erased the difference  

 We have both been given clean hearts BY FAITH IN JESUS 
 God removed the yoke of the law  

 The law wasn’t able to save us. Why should we ask the 
Gentiles to take it up? (Gal 5:1-2, Matt 11:29-30)) 

We believe that we and them will be saved through the GRACE of the LORD 
JESUS (15:11)  



Barnabas and Paul reported on the present 
 Related stories of miracles God did overseas and how God 

brought  salvation to many Gentiles 
 
James referred to the Old Testament prophets 
 

 He agreed with Peter that God’s plan was to include Gentiles in 
building a people for his name.  (Amos 9:11-12, Isa 43:7) 

 He also reminds them that God hasn’t forgotten his promise to 
Israel. He is still going to restore their nation with King Jesus on 
the throne!!! 

James’ opinion was that they should not make it difficult for the Gentiles. It was 
by grace that they were saved and no further restrictions are imposed by God.  
 
Decision 

Leaders made a decision.  Directed by Holy Spirit! Whole church 

supported. Letter composed, Judas and Silas sent with Barnabas and Paul to 
confirm by word of mouth. Salvation by grace… through faith alone. One Lord, 
one church, one way. 
 
Gentiles do not need to become Jews. However, they should abstain from:   

1. Food sacrificed to idols 
2. From blood (Lev 17:11-14) 
3. From what has been strangled  
4. From sexual immorality (1 Cor 6:18-20) 

This list highlights perceived “typical Gentile behavior” that was particularity 
offensive to the Jews. Abstaining from these things would show non-believers 
that they were now following the living God. Also it would promote unity among 
the Jews and Gentiles as they interacted, worshipped and ate together.   
 
Delivery 

a. Read the letter before the whole church.  
b. Joy!! Encouragement!! Church strengthened!! Peace!! 
c. Satan attempted to divide the church, but God brought 

clarification and strengthening!! (Eph 2:11-22) 
  
 


