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God’s Holy Land 

1. Review 
a. Five Major Bodies of Water 
b. Four Major Rivers (Arguably three – Nile, Tigris, & Euphrates) 
c. Four Major Mountain Ranges 

2. 5 Major Longitudinal Zones 
a. Coastal Plain – no harbors, no promontories 
b. Mountain Range – mountains, limestone, difficulty of travel 
c. Rift Valley – Depression, Descent, Jordan River, Ghor, Arabah 
d. Transjordan Mountains – Towering Mountains, Transjordan Highway, west steep, east 

sloping, West boundary the Arabian Desert 
e. Eastern Desert – inhospitable desert 

3. Two Cities of Focus for Today 
a. Caesarea Acts 10   Peter Declares Good News to the Roman Centurion 
b. Megiddo 1 Chronicles 7.29; Zechariah 12.11 

4. Caesarea 
a. Historical Background 

i. 21 BC – Herod the Great rebuilt the Phoenician City “Strato’s Tower”. 
b. Features of the city include: 

i. Massive harbor with inner and outer barriers. The 12-year project concluded with 
Herod naming the harbor “Caesarea” in honor of the Roman Caesar Augustus. 

ii. A 10-mile aqueduct from the base of Mt. Carmel to provide fresh water to the city. 
iii. A 20,000 capacity hippodrome for chariot races. 
iv. A 3,500 seat amphitheater – which according to Josephus the Jewish Historian, is 

where King Herod Agrippa died in Acts 12. 
c. Historical relevance of the city 

i. Became the center of Roman rule in Palestine, seat of Roman government for over 
500 years.  

ii. Population of the city was half Gentile and half Jewish – often causing disputes 
among the people. 

iii. It’s suggested by historians that the revolt of the Jewish people (66-70) which 
culminated in the razing of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 AD began in Caesarea. 
A pagan ceremony was held near the entrance of a synagogue which led to Jewish 
and Syrian communities fighting. The Romans ignored the Jewish protests over the 
issue,  and violence soon spread throughout the country.  

d. Biblical Prominence 
i. Pontius Pilate ruled here during the time of Jesus; an inscription was found here 

calling him the “prefect of Judah”. Prefect signifies a chief officer, magistrate, or 
regional governor in certain countries. 
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ii. Home of the Roman centurion Cornelius whose prayers were answered when Phillip 
brought the Gospel to him and his home. 

iii. Caesarea was also the port Paul often used during his travels.  
e. Particular Texts & People 

i. Philip 
1. Acts 8.40; 21.8-9 – Philip (one of 7 deacons in Jerusalem) was first to 

preach here; he later settles here and has four daughters who prophesy.  
ii. Peter 

1. Acts 10 – Peter brings the Gospel to Cornelius at Caesarea following the 
vision at Joppa – reflecting the open door now to the Gentiles and Jews 
alike.  

iii. Herod Agrippa 
1. Acts 12.19-23 – Herod Agrippa dies here for accepting the worship of 

others who called him a god and for persecuting the local church. 
iv. Paul 

1. Acts 9.30 – Paul sails from Caesarea to Tarsus 
2. Acts 18.22 – Paul lands at Caesarea following his 2nd missionary journey 
3. Acts 21.8-16 – Paul stays at the home of Phillip the evangelist 
4. Acts 23.12-26.32 – Paul, imprisoned for 2 years in Caesarea, defends 

himself in 3 major addresses before governors Felix and Festus and King 
Agrippa here. 

5. Megiddo 
a. Historical Background 

i. Megiddo lies on the southern end of the Jezreel Valley (Plain of Esdraelon) which is 
a broad, arrow-shaped valley.  

ii. Megiddo was a site of great importance in the ancient world. It guarded the western 
branch of a narrow pass on the most important trade route of the ancient Fertile 
Crescent, linking Egypt with Mesopotamia and Asia Minor and known today as Via 
Maris. Because of its strategic location, Megiddo was the site of several historical 
battles. The site was inhabited until approximately 586 BCE. 

b. Features of the city/location 
i. City of Megiddo was very large 
ii. The site guarded a strategic pass through Mount Carmel 
iii. Twenty-six separate layers of occupation have been discovered at Megiddo, each 

one built on top of the ruins of the preceding city.  
c. Biblical prominence //Particular texts 

i. Period of Conquest – Joshua 12.7,21 – The King of Megiddo was one of 31 kings 
defeated by Joshua during Israel’s conquest of Canaan. 
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ii. Period of the Judges 
1. Judges 1.27 – God allotted Megiddo to the tribe of Manessah, but they 

failed to drive the Canaanites out 
2. Judges 5.19-20 – Debra & Barak defeated Sisera and his armies “by the 

waters of Megiddo”, which is a reference to the Kishon River, which flows 
through the Jezreel Valley (5.21). Called a river, it is normally just a small 
stream. Part of God’s miracle of deliverance was a thunderstorm which 
caused the banks of the river to overflow (5.4).  

iii. United Kingdom 
1. Solomon acts in two ways toward Megiddo 

a. 1 Kings 4.12 – Places Beth Shan, Megiddo, and Jezreel under the 
governorship of Baana, son of Ahilud. 

b. 1 Kings 9.15; 10.26 – Fortifies Meggido as an important defense 
post. 

iv. Divided Kingdom 
1. 2 Kings 9.27 – Jehu attacked King Ahaziah of Judah near Jezeel; Ahaziah 

fled to Megiddo before he died. 
v. Single Kingdom 

1. 2 Kings 23.29-30; 2 Chronicles 35.20-24 – Josiah, the last good king of 
Judah, unwisely tried to stop Pharaoh Neco and the Egpytian Army from 
marching through the land. Josiah failed and was killed at Megiddo in 609 
BC. 

vi. Future Participation 
1. Revelation 16.13-16 – The last great gathering of armies just before Christ’s 

2nd Return to earth will take place at Armageddon. In Hebrew, Har Megiddo 
means, the “Hill of Megiddo”. 

 


