
Mark 2:1-3:6                January 27, 2016 
  
Our stories today illustrate the way Jesus broke all molds as he revealed 
himself further. His claims and practices brought opposition from the 
religious leaders. 
  

 
 Jesus is teaching in a packed house in Capernaum 
 Four men tear off the roof and lower their paralyzed friend in front of 

Jesus  
 Jesus saw their faith, and said “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 2:5 
 Offense: The scribes questioned in their hearts,  “Why does he speak 

like that? He is blaspheming!” 
  Jesus proves his authority to forgive sins by healing the paralytic 

before them all. The man picks up his bed and walks! Healed and 
forgiven!!!! 
 

 Definition of blasphemy: the act of insulting or showing contempt or 
lack of reverence for God. The act of claiming the attributes of deity. 

o Blasphemy was punishable by death (Lev 24:10-16) 
o Prophets might speak for God. (2 Sam 12:13)  
o But Jesus calls himself the Son of Man and speaks AS GOD 

HIMSELF 
 

 Son of Man: 
o Jesus uses that title for himself 81 times in the Gospels 
o Pictured as a heavenly figure who in the end times, is entrusted 

by God with authority, glory and sovereign power. (Dan 7:13-14) 
o Jesus knows he is the coming KING (already but not yet) 

 
 
 
 



 Jesus sees Levi at his tax booth and invites him to be his disciple 
 Levi leaves everything and hosts a dinner for his  friends to meet Jesus 
 Offense: The scribes and Pharisees ask his disciples “Why does he eat 

with sinners and tax collectors? (Psalm 1:1-2) 
 Jesus said, “I came not to call the righteous but sinners.” 2:17 

 

 People notice that Jesus disciples are attending parties and not fasting 
 Disciples of John confront Jesus on the matter 
 Offense: “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees 

fast, but your disciples do not fast? 
 Jesus said, “Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with 

them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.” 
2:19 

  Fasting – purpose was to draw near to God. (repentance, 
remembrance) 

 Jesus the bridegroom is present. This is a time of celebration!!!!!!! 
 When Jesus is taken from them by death,  then fasting will be in order 

 

 Jesus and his disciples are traveling and picking grain on the Sabbath 
 Offense: Pharisees accuse Jesus of violating the Sabbath laws 
 Jesus referenced how David interpreted the Sabbath regulations as 

King 
 The issue is HOW the Sabbath should be interpreted and WHO has the 

right to interpret it  
 Jesus said, “The Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.” 2:27-28 
 Jesus sets himself above their rules, and claims to be Lord of the 

Sabbath  
 Jesus created the world and Sabbath  Gen 1:31; 2:1-3, John 1:1-3, Heb 1:1-

3 
 
 
 



 Jesus chooses to heal a man’s withered hand on the Sabbath  
 Offense: Pharisees accuse Jesus of violating the Sabbath laws AGAIN 
 Jesus openly challenges their understanding of the Sabbath.  
 “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to 

kill? 3:4 
 They are the religious leaders yet they fail to see that the laws they 

have set up blind them to God himself. Jesus is angry and grieved at this 
 The Pharisees are outraged by Jesus and make plans to destroy him 

 
 Jesus is offensive to the Pharisees and scribes. He breaks all the rules and 
yet claims to have the authority of God. They see him as a threat. Yet, how 
are you encouraged by Jesus’ claims? How are you challenged by his 
example? Who is Jesus? 


