
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion … over all the earth…” 27 So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God 
blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion … 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good. 
 
1“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall 
not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat 
of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, 
lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate… 
 

14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 15I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel.” 
 

16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain 
you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but 
he shall rule over you.” 
 

17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and 
have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the 
plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return 
to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” Genesis 1:26-31; 3:1-19  
 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law” Galatians 4:4-5 
 

“For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” 1Corinthians 

15:22-23 



 

 

Finish this sentence: “I am ____________________.”  
 

“Who am I?” So much of middle school is dedicated to answering that 
question. How Do you fill in the blank? Do you fill it with hobbies, teams, or 
peer groups? Do you define yourself by naming your culture, ethnicity or 
favorite band? What would happen if all the things you thought identified you 
were taken away; what would you be left with? Would you have any sense of 
identity at all?  
 

Seriously, am I funny? Am I athletic? Am I musical? Am I tall? Am I short? Am I 
smart? Am I loved? Think about it. Every one of those questions can only be 
answered using an EXTERNAL STANDARD. You must measure yourself 
against someone or something else in order to know who you are. 
 

Now you may be thinking: “Hold it right there! I was watching Disney channel 
the other day and they said, “Look inside yourself and you will discover who 
you are.” I just need to be true to myself!” Well, that may sound good in a 
cartoon, but it doesn’t make any sense. How can I be true to myself if I don’t 
know who I am? That’s crazy talk! In reality I know my identity comes from 
outside myself. I don’t FIND my identity INSIDE myself, rather that my identity 
INSIDE is CREATED by whatever I focus on OUTSIDE. I am CREATED to 
REFLECT glory – not to glorify myself. So the real question is, “Where should I 
LOOK to find my identity?” What is my life reflecting?  What am I glorifying in 
my life?  What identifies me? 
 

The Bible says we are MADE by God, in the IMAGE of God, to REFLECT God.  
We are DESIGNED by God for the purpose of REFLECTING God in the world 
God created and to REFLECT the wonder of God’s creation back to God.  We 
are like mirrors.  A mirror cannot reflect itself – it can only reflect what it is 
pointed at.  If it points at another mirror, both mirrors will simply reflect one 
anther – which is why we tend to look like our friends – and will end up seeing 
nothing.  A MIRROR ISN’T MADE FOR ITS OWN GLORY – BUT FOR THE 
GLORY OF WHAT IT IS REFLECTING.  
 



 

 

Last week we asked the question: “Who is I AM?”  We saw God refocus 
Moses to REFLECT His glory. God defined Himself as the eternal promise 
keeping God who SEES our pain, HEARS your prayers, KNOWS your 
suffering and questioning and has COME DOWN to save His people. He is 
HOLY – altogether different from anyone else.  He is the God who SENDS 
YOU, promises to be WITH YOU, EQUIP YOU and DO HIS WORK THROUGH 
YOU.  WHY? SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW HIM, FOCUS ON HIM, AND 
REFLECT HIS GLORY IN THE WORLD! 
 

So, here are your questions we are working through this week: What does 
God think of me?  How can we have a hope and a future if bad things 
happen? Why do we sin? Can I be ___________ and a Christian?  Today we 
will see God answer these questions through a 4-part story:  A Man, A 
Treachery, A Promise and a New Man.  
 

A MAN Genesis 1:26-31 

The first thing we learn is that God made PEOPLE on PURPOSE.  His PLAN 
for MAN was to fill the earth with His image! To cover the globe with little 
mirrors all REFLECTING His glory, and REFLECTING the beauty of His 
creation back to Him!  And God never said – or says – “oops!”  
 

God’s PLAN was totally for His own glory, but it was also totally for the GOOD 
of His creation!  Right from the beginning, God BLESSED Adam and Eve so 
that they could REFLECT His BLESSING to the rest of creation. God 
CONNECTED them to their family – by identifying them with Himself. God 
IDENTIFIED their present significance within creation.  And God SHAPED their 
future by giving them the right and responsibility to Create new life in God’s 
creation and Rule the world God had created.  God’s BLESSING was to flow 
THROUGH His people TO His creation. 
 

A TREACHERY Genesis 3:1-19 
But it wasn’t long until People forgot God’s BLESSING and rejected His 
PLAN. “They exchanged the TRUTH of God for a LIE.” Romans 1 Instead of 
looking to God for their BLESSING and IDENTITY, they looked inside 
themselves for BLESSING and IDENTITY.  Instead of LOOKING to God and 



 

 

REFLECTING His glory, they disobeyed and disrespected God and were 
SHATTERED by their sin. The result was DIFFICULTY in life and eternity in 
DEATH.  
 

A PROMISE Genesis 3:15 
But even as God covered His BLESSING with a CURSE, in His love He 
made a PROMISE.  He PROMISED to send another MAN who would 
SUFFER the CURSE of GOD, and DESTROY the POWER of SIN.  This Man 
would UNDO what Mankind had DONE.  This SON OF MAN would SAVE 
the SONS OF MEN and REMAKE WHAT HAD BEEN BROKEN. 
 

A NEW MAN 
This PROMISED SON OF MAN is the HOPE of history.  All creation longed 
for this PROMISED SAVIOR – the One who would PICK UP THE PIECES, 
and REMAKE this BROKEN world.  Then the PROMISED SON was born! 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:4-7 He SUFFERED the 
CURSE and DESTROYED the POWER of SIN!  “Christ redeemed us from 
the CURSE of the law by becoming the CURSE for us” Galatians 3:13  
 

But Jesus didn’t just take away the CURSE; He also gave us a BLESSING! 
“For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of 
the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
1Corinthians 15:22-23 Like the first man EXCHANGED God’s BLESSING for God’s 
CURSE and eternal LIFE for eternal DEATH, Jesus EXCHANGED God’s 
CURSE for God’s BLESSING, eternal DEATH for eternal LIFE! Jesus – the 
perfect and complete image of God was SHATTERED so that we could be 
MADE WHOLE.  He UNDID what we had DONE.  He didn’t just “Do it right.”  
He UNDID the result of SIN!   
 

Finally, just like Adam’s sin has become ours – we are sinners by nature and 
we sin by choice every day – Jesus offers us His perfection and promises to 
pick up the pieces of our lives and REMAKE us into His IMAGE!  Why? So 
that we may REFLECT His glory in His creation and so that we may 



 

 

REFLECT the beauty of His creation back to Him.  Christian, You are MADE 
by God, in the IMAGE of God, to REFLECT God  - You have been bought at 
an infinite price – therefore glorify God in your body.  If you know to WHOM 
you BELONG, you will know WHO you ARE.     

So, Who am I? To know WHO you are, you must know WHO’S you are.  You 
are made by God in the Image of God to Reflect God. 
 

What does God think of me? You are deeply LOVED by God!  You were 
MADE on PURPOSE! He has died to save His people whom He loves. And, if 
you are a Christian, you are twice-made by God!  
 

Can I be ___________ and Christian? You tell me? Can I be a thief and an 
accountant? Yes but it’s not ok! Can I be a gossip and a friend? Yes, but it’s 
not ok! You see, my identity as an “accountant” isn’t compatible with my 
identity as a thief. My identity as a “friend” isn’t compatible with my identity as 
a gossip. So, can I be ___________ and Christian? Yes, but it’s not ok! Jesus 
came to save sinners – and we all qualify. But He has promised to change us. 
That means that many of the things that used to identify us – don’t anymore. 
Paul answers a very similar question like this: “Don’t you know that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?  You are 
not your own, for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.” 
 

How can we have a future if bad things happen? Consider Jesus. The perfect 
man – the “exact image of God.” He was hunted by a jealous king from His 
birth, misunderstood by His family, betrayed by one of His closest friends, 
arrested for crimes He didn’t commit, tried unjustly, beaten and disfigured to 
appease a crowd, and crucified for the sins of those who nailed Him to the 
cross. But 3 days later He rose from the dead, ascended in to heaven, reigns 
victorious over sin, death, hell, and the wrath of Almighty God and He is 
glorious!  I can’t tell you exactly how all things will work together for good, but I 
can tell you with absolute certainty, bad things do not rule the future – God 
does! You need only to look at Jesus to understand this truth. Consider the 
last lines of this poem by Jeremiah Denton, written on Easter Sunday, 1969 
while imprisoned in Vietnam. 

“God writes straight with crooked lines. 
Dark clouds can hide the rising sun, 
And all seem lost, when all is won!” 



 

 

 
 

CORE QUESTIONS: 
• Why was I made? 
• Who am I? 
• What does God think of me?  
• Can I be ___________ and Christian?  
• How can we have a future if bad things happen 

 
 

SCHEDULE 
1.18.2017 

 
G2 SCHEDULE 

• 6:15 Set up and ready to go 
• 6:30 Welcome/Announcements: Brad 

o Welcome 
o Announcements 

§ Join us on Sunday Mornings! 
§ Question of the week: What 

is God? 
• 6:35 Music: Piper & Caleb 
• 6:50 Who Am I? Taylor Huber 
• 7:15 Core Group: Refer to “CORE 

Questions” at the end of the message 
notes 

• 7:30 Games: Melissa  
o Gym 

• 8-8:30 Hangout  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

LODG SCHEDULE 
• 5:30 Leader Meal together with G2  
• 6:15 Set up and ready to go 
• 6:30 Welcome/Announcements: Josh 

o Welcome  
o Announcements 

§ Question of the Week: What is 
God? 

§ CORE Sunday nights!   
§ Ice Camp Next weekend!   
§ Ski Day February 20.  Cost $20 

More info coming soon J  
• 6:35 Krazee Gamez: Shana/Mindy 
• 7:00 Core Group:  

o Who are you?   
o Why do you identify yourself like that?  

• 7:10 Music: The LODG Collaborative 
• 7:25 Who Am I? Caleb 
• 7:50 Core Group: Refer to “CORE 

Questions” at the end of the message notes 
• 8-8:30 Hangout  

 


