
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 



 

 

 

“1Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest 
of Midian, … 2 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of 
fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was 
burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to 
see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4 When the LORD saw 
that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” …6 And the LORD said, “I am the God 
of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.”  
 
“7 Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who 
are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know 
their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of 
the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey,” 
 
“10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the 
children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I 
should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He 
said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have 
sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve 
God on this mountain.” 
 

Exodus 3:1-13 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Real life stirs up deep – sometimes troubling – questions. The truth is that 
we aren’t in control and don’t have all the answers.  It can be troubling to 
trust someone – but it is far more troubling to trust someone you don’t 
know.  You probably have questions – and some of them are difficult.  But 
God isn’t distant, indifferent, uncaring, or incapable of doing anything.  
God isn’t surprised, afraid or embarrassed by any of our questions. Moses 
had some pretty messy baggage and some big questions.  But he 
encountered God who had providentially ordered his life and was infinitely 
bigger than his questions.   
 
All through the Bible – but especially in the book of Exodus – God 
repeatedly tells us that He does things “so that you may know that He is 
God”. In other words, He doesn’t ask, “Who do you think I am?” and then 
turn Himself into our answer.  Instead, He does things to get our attention 
then tells us exactly who He is. … Why? – so that we can know Him as He 
IS, so we can Love Him for who He IS, so we can trust His character, ability, 
wisdom, and goodness in our lives.  We don’t get to define God or change 
Him to fit our ideas; He defines Himself and changes us…  
 
So, how does God get our attention and reveal Himself? We are going to 
look at one of God’s most famous introductions. God speaks to Moses 
from a burning bush, but doesn’t burn up the bush, rather, He consumes 



Moses’ life forever. God introduces Himself by telling Moses WHO He is, 
WHERE He is, HOW He is different, and WHAT He’s doing. 
 

Who Is I Am? I Am Who I Am 
- I AM the PROMISE KEEPING God (Exodus 3:6) 
- I AM the ETERNAL God (Exodus 3:14-15) 

 
We are so self absorbed.  We live as if we are the main character in our 
own movie, but that isn’t the way life works.  History is not just the story 
about God, it is the story in which God is revealing his glory. He is the 
Author, the Director, the Editor, the Producer, the Main Character and the 
primary Audience. We have the privilege to woven into the narrative – to 
play supporting roles. History is in fact “His – Story,” it is not just about him 
– it is his in every way, and at the end of time when the credits roll, they will 
simply read, “I AM has done this.” 
 
Moses had lost sight of God.  Actually, I’m not sure how well Moses – or 
any of the Israelites really knew God at this point.  So, after providentially 
protecting and providing for Moses for 80 years, God comes down and 
grabs Moses’ attention, then gives him a reality check. I AM – the Eternal 
God, the Uncreated Creator, the only One without a birthday, the fire that 
will consume you but not destroy you. Then He re-ups His centuries old 
promises.  I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – and I will do what I 
have promised. I AM the PROMISE KEEPING GOD. I promised a Land – I 
will deliver. I promised a nation – I will deliver. I promised bless the world – 
I will deliver.  I AM INFINITELY GREATER than you could ever imagine! I 
AM ETERNAL.  I KEEP ALL MY PROMISES. 
 

Where Is I Am? I Am Present and Engaged 
- I SEE your PAIN (Exodus 3:7) 
- I HEAR your PRAYERS (Exodus 3:7) 



- I KNOW your TROUBLES (Exodus 3:7) 
- I have COME DOWN to SAVE my people (Exodus 3:8) 

 
Our most troubling questions come from real relationships, real pain, real 
sin and real life. They cause us to focus on what’s right in front of us and 
forget the bigger picture.  In these moments, we need to step back and 
get a reality check.  We need to be reminded of God’s care and ability.  
 
So that brings us to Moses – a real guy, with real problems, real sin, real 
pain, and real questions. When we catch up with him in Exodus 3, he is an 
80-year-old shepherd with some crazy stories and a fair bit of emotional 
and spiritual baggage. He was born a Hebrew slave, adopted as an 
Egyptian prince, turned murderer/political fugitive, who was living as a 
Nomadic shepherd. For the last 40 + years he’d been estranged from is 
family and estranged from his God. Now he was living in the wilderness of 
modern day Saudi Arabia working for his father-in-law.   
 
We don’t know exactly what Moses thought about God – but based on 
what we know of Moses’s life and God’s introduction of Himself, we can 
speculate with a bit of clarity. Moses likely had some pretty legit questions.  
Did God even exist? If He did exist, did He care about people, or keeping 
His promises? Or, if He did, was He powerful enough to do anything? I 
mean, His “chosen people” had been enslaved for 400 years, heir children 
had been thrown in the Nile River, and they had cried out to God for 
centuries with no answer! And – when Moses had tried to step up and do 
something about it – God didn’t show up either!  It’s safe to say, that 
Moses didn’t have high expectations of God anymore. But, though Moses 
wasn’t seeking God, God was seeking him. So when God showed up, He 
spoke directly to Moses and to Moses’s questions.   
 
“Moses! Moses! I’ve always been HERE. I’ve SEEN your pain, I’ve HEARD 
your cries for help, I UNDERSTAND you suffering, I’ve COME DOWN to do 



something about it, because I always KEEP my promises.  But understand 
this Moses; I am ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT than you could’ve ever 
imagined. I will USE your SUFFERING to for my Glory and your joy – and I 
will USE YOU – in spite of your sin – to rescue my people so that you will 
KNOW me, so that my people will KNOW me, so that the Egyptians will 
KNOW me, and so the world will KNOW me. I AM and I have come down.“     
 
This is important. Because we are real people with real problems, real pain, 
and real questions. Why do bad things happen if God is for us and wants 
the best for us? If God is love – is He mad at us? Does He care?  Does He 
understand? Does He even exist? We are so much like Moses, and we need 
to hear God say, “I see you. I hear your prayers. I understand your pain.  
And I’m doing something about it.”   
 

How Is I Am Different? I Am Holy 
- I AM defined RELATIONALLY (Exodus 3:6,15; 4:5) 
- I AM not to be taken LIGHTLY (Exodus 3:2-5) 
- I MAKE the RULES (Exodus 3:2-5) 

 
It’s no accident that God showed up in a burning bush.  God wanted 
Moses to be absolutely sure that He was altogether DIFFERENT. The bush 
was ablaze, but not consumed. God was in total control of what appeared 
to be totally out of control. And from the fire – God spoke.  He said, 
“Moses, Here I AM – I will totally engulf you – but you will not be 
consumed. You may look at your life and the life of your people and think it 
is a raging fire, out of control – but I have preserved your life, and the life of 
my people to get the world to look and see who I AM and what I AM about 
to do.  Moses – like the bush – I will speak through you to my people, and 
through you, the world will know Me. Here I AM. I AM altogether 
DIFFERENT than you ever could have imagined.  
 



Today we need this also.  Our world is ablaze in so many different ways – 
but God would grab our attention with the flames, speak to us from the 
midst of the fire, and sustain us in it. Why would God let bad things 
happen? – So that we would know Him, so those around us would know 
Him, and so that the world would know Him. He is not to be taken lightly.  
He makes the rules. HE IS ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT. HE WILL ENGULF 
YOUR LIFE – BUT WILL SUSTAIN YOU IN THE FIRE.   
 

What Is I Am Doing? I Am Sending You 
- 2 Promises  

o I will be WITH YOU (Exodus 3:12) 
o I will DO IT (8 X’s in Exodus 3-4 God says “I will ______) 

- 3 Tools (Exodus 4:1-17) 
o 3 signs 
o A stick 
o And a sibling  

 
Perhaps the most unexpected turn of the story, is that God sends Moses – 
the 80 year old shepherd with lots of questions and baggage to command 
Pharaoh, to unite a few million slaves, and to lead God’s people out of 
Egypt, across the desert, to the land God promised them. Nothing could 
have prepared Moses for that job assignment and God new it. God didn’t 
pick Moses because he had all the skills – He chose Moses precisely 
because He didn’t. He called Moses to do this impossible task and then 
gave him 2 promises and 3 tools; He said: I will be with you. I will equip 
you. I will do it. And then he gave him 3 signs, a stick and a sibling.  Why 
would God do that!? – So that Moses, His people, the Egyptians, and the 
world would know that He is God! 
 
So you might be thinking “That’s great for Moses…but what about me?” A 
few centuries later God has sent someone whom the author of Hebrews 
says is greater than Moses. God HIMSELF has come down to rescue us.  He 



didn’t just speak God’s words to us – He was and is the very Word of God!  
He didn’t just promise to be with Him – He was and is God with us! But 
unlike Moses or the bush, HE was consumed by the fury of God’s holiness 
so that we wouldn’t be. Unlike Moses, HE was eternally qualified for the 
job. Unlike Moses, HE was totally equipped to do it. Unlike Moses – HE did 
it. Moses points us directly to HIM – who suffered – not so we wouldn’t 
suffer, but so that we wouldn’t be consumed by our suffering! His name is 
Jesus. It is Jesus who entered in to our chaos so that He could feel our 
deepest pains! Why!? Why do bad things happen? Why does God use 
sinners to do His work? – SO THAT YOU WOULD KNOW GOD, SO THAT 
THOSE AROUND YOU WOULD KNOW GOD, AND SO THAT THE WORLD 
WOULD KNOW GOD. Maybe you have some baggage or some big 
questions for God – ask him.  He can handle it.  He is infinitely bigger than 
your biggest questions, and he is more than able to carry your baggage. 
He loves you enough to see, hear, understand, and come down into your 
life, call you out of the slavery of sin, and send you to liberate his people.   
 
Who is this “I AM?” He is ETERNAL. HE IS HERE.  HE IS DIFFERENT.  HE IS 
SENDING YOU.  He is the God who SEES our misery, HEARS our cries, 
KNOWS our sufferings and has COME DOWN to LIVE THE LIFE YOU 
COULDN’T LIVE, DIE THE DEATH YOU DESERVED TO DIE, RISE FROM 
THE DEAD – SOMETHING YOU CANNOT DO, AND IS COMING BACK 
TO MAKE ALL THINGS NEW. WHY?! – SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW HIM – 
AND SO THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW HIM.    
 
“At the acceptable time I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped 
you. Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.”  2Corinthians 6:2-3 
 
 
 
 



  
 

The Gathering 
9.6.2017 

5:00  Activity Center opens for students to come and hang out 

5:30  LODG Collaborative Practice (Craig & Tim) 

6:30  Welcome/Game (Josh & Shana)*5th-8th grade will meet together in the LODG to begin 

6:45  Announcements (Caleb) 

6:47  LODG Collaborative (Craig & Tim) 

7:00  5th-6th grade go to CORE Groups (G2 Leaders) 
*Galley Kitchen, Gym Closet, Forbes Room, G2 

  7th-8th grade stay in the LODG for message (Caleb) 

7:25  7th-8th grade go to CORE Groups (LODG Leaders) 
*Galley Kitchen, Gym Closet, Forbes Room, G2 

5th-6th grade return to the LODG for message (Caleb) 

8:00  Pray together as CORE groups and scatter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

	

E  O  US 
 
 

THE GOD WHO CALLS US OUT 



CORE Group 
9.6.2017 

Make it Fun  
Walk outside and find a bush 
Using markers, make your “staff” into a snake.   
Take of your shoes and have your Core Group around the bush 
* do not light the bush on fire J  

Use S.O.A.P 
Just like we daily use literal soap to clean and change our funky B.O. – so God’s Word has the power to clean 
and change our hearts and transform our lives.  Not to mention, it’s an easy acronym to remember ☺. 

 

Scripture:  Read your Bible. 
- Take Turns reading Exodus 3-4  
- Summarize what it says in 6 words or less 

 

Observe:  Try to understand what you just read. 
- What do you notice about God in this chapter? 
- What do you notice about Moses in this chapter? 
- What all did God promise to do?  (Make a list) 
- What other times does God show up in fire in the Bible? 
- Why was God mad at Moses? 

 

Apply: How does what you read impact your life? 
- What part of your life seems to be burning out of control?  
- What Questions do you have for God? 
- Where is God sending you? 
- What promises has he given you?  

* here’s a hint – they are the same 2 promises he gave Moses 
- How has God uniquely equipped you to go? 
- Why is obedience difficult? 
 

Pray:  Talk with God about it. 
- Ask God your questions 
- Ask God for faith and courage to obey 



 
 


