
Treasure in Jars of Clay 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
Intro 
BO: How are high schoolers put under pressure every day? 

Engage: My older brother and sister are really good under pressure.  I can do pretty well at doing school work or now my 

job under pressure but when it comes to sports I really stink at it.  I like being good at things like basketball, 

football, ping pong, or dodgeball but as soon as the pressure comes on me I crumble.  Sometimes I don’t realize 

how much pressure there is on me and I do well.  But when I feel the pressure then I’m actually a basket case. I 

can’t make free throws under pressure.  I can’t make a goal under pressure. 

Tran: As high schoolers you’re often pressured for how you perform like grades and sports, but also how you act, like 

fitting in to a certain crowd, or having good morals or bad morals.  But have you really ever been pressured in 

your faith and why does that pressure exist?   

THT: If your Christianity is always easy and fits in with everyone else then you’re doing it wrong.  You need earthly 

pressure in order to have spiritual growth. 

Stage: We’ve come to the theme passage of this letter that Paul wrote to the Corinthians.  It’s that message that rings 

throughout the whole letter.  Remember that Paul was writing this letter to get some things squared away with 

the Corinthian’s faith before he visited them again.  What was this message that Paul wanted to tell them? 

Prvw: A ministry of reconciliation (or that treasure of receiving and spreading Jesus) brings a pressure.  This earthly 
pressure and difficulty is to show God’s Power and a pressure to give you Eternal Perspective. 

THT: If your Christianity is always easy and fits in with everyone else then you’re doing it wrong. 

Pass: Our passage tonight will be 2 Corinthians 4:7-5:10 

Pressure For Power 
Read: 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We 

are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 

down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested 

in our bodies... 

Ex: Have you ever felt you were not good enough?  For whatever reason God has made me not to struggle with identity or worth 

as much as most.  But I’m human.  I remember back to when I was first starting to be a youth pastor.  Each week I was afraid 

that if I said something not quite right then people wouldn’t come back or would think I was a bad youth pastor.  Over the 

years I’ve seen just how selfish I am with my time.  I can be really lazy.  I so wish that I didn’t ever have to struggle with lust 

but I’m 30 and still needing to grow in it.  I can be very stubborn and unforgiving. I don’t like to change my mind on things 

that I’ve already come to a conclusion on.  The reality is that I’m very human.  I struggle socially, mentally, physically, and of 

course spiritually... And yet, God has given me a treasure and it’s the ministry to receive and share Jesus. 

Qu: Why doesn’t God just make me like a super human because I’m a Christian?  Smartest person alive, athletic ability to be like 

Steph Curry, awesome to be around socially, amazing speaker?  Bc if I was the best at everything then I’d get the glory and 

the credit.   

Prin: A primary reason that we have trouble, difficulty, and even lingering sin in our lives is to show that anything that God chooses 

to do through us wasn’t our own ability but rather God’s own power to convert a dead heart to make it alive!  Often times 

our weakness is to show God’s power.   

Qt: The missionary who opened inland China to the Gospel, J. Hudson Taylor, used to say, “All God’s giants have been 

weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned on Him being with them.” 

Qt: Dr. John Henry Jowett said, “Ministry that costs nothing, accomplishes nothing.”  

THT: If your Christianity is always easy and fits in with everyone else then you’re doing it wrong. 

Pressure For Perspective 
Trans: So Paul not only sees his limitation as an opportunity to worship God’s power.  Listen to how the pain and 

pressures against his faith produces a new perspective. 

Longings: 
Read: 16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this 

light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the 



things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 

unseen are eternal. 

5 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling... 

Ex: Paul goes straight for an eternal perspective.  Do you see his new longing?  He doesn’t mind his momentary affliction because 

he looks forward to an eternal weight of glory. The unseen thing of faith lasts forever.  His perspective of life has changed 

because he longing has changed.  The pressures of life help him gain a perspective of not caring what happens here. 

App: I believe there are two mistakes that Christians make when it comes to their views on how to go about life on earth.  Often 

times Christians make the mistake of being just like the world or the mistake of separating themselves from the world.  

 Christian... You have been given great mercy.  You have been given a relationship with Jesus.  You have the good news that 

Jesus saves sinners like us.  We must not lose heart.  We must keep sharing this message with all.  We must be focused on the 

things that are unseen and eternal.  We must be seeking to impact our world.   

1. Are you only friends with Christians?  If this is you then I urge you as your youth pastor that you’re missing much of faith.  If 

you’re a Christian then you are a minister of reconciliation.  It is your job to spread Jesus.  Not just your youth pastor, or 

your church, or your extraverted friend.  It is your job to share the gospel! What do you long for?  Do you long that others 

might share in the eternal glory in Jesus? 

2. Are you getting caught up in the things of earth?  Don’t you realize that even if the cubs win the World Series that in the 

matter of eternity it really doesn’t matter?  Your social status won’t matter past high school.  Who are you trying to impress?  

Even think about your body.  Humans are made of matter but our bodies don’t eternally matter.  Your body is a tent.  You’re 

going to get an eternal building.  I’ll take the upgrade.  What do you long for?  Do you long for temporary or eternal? 

Trans: Pressure in this life helps change your perspective of longings but what else?  Pressure changes your perspective of labor. 

Labor: 
Read:  6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we 

walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with 

the Lord.  

Ex: Look at how Paul views his time on earth.  When in the body we are on earth and away from the Lord.  He is of good courage 

in whatever is happening since he is looking forward to being home with the Lord. Being on earth is a labor to keep doing 

what is right.  Paul’s labor is to walk by faith and not by sight. 

App: Walking by faith means that you believe something to be certain in the future and living according to that future reality.   

THT: If your Christianity is always easy and fits in with everyone else then you’re doing it wrong. 
App: Do you labor in walking by faith in Jesus ways for your life or just keep living for what’s right in front of you today? 

Living: 
Read: 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment 

seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

Ex: The last way your perspective is changed when you’re pressured on earth is you realize that the way you live matters.  It is 

not politically correct for me to tell you that there objective good and evil that you can do.  However there will be a time 

when it no longer matters what anyone else says is good or bad but Christ.  You will stand before him and give an account of 

your life.  The more we realize that this earth stinks and the more pressure is on us the more it will help us focus on how we 

live our lives in such a way that would please God. 

Conclusion 
App: My prayer is that you take tonight and ask yourself if your Christianity is always easy and fits in with everyone else.  

Are you only hanging out with Christians to make life easier?  You’re missing out. Or are you living just like the 

world and living for only temporary joys?  You are also missing out. 

 If the things that make you happiest are getting an A on a test, finishing well at cross country, scoring a goal, 

winning your fantasy football league, then you’re missing it.  Maybe you’re going after other stuff like kissing a 

boy, rebelling by drinking alcohol, or just having a secret life.  You’re missing out. 

 I ask you.  Please long, labor, and live for Jesus and WHEN he works through you realize that the POWER isn’t from 

you but rather it is God working through your weakness.  Please share Jesus with someone this week! 


