
Jesus Is Lord – Of Real Life 
Intro 
Video: Read Scripture – Colossians – Intro & Conclusion 

BO:  Is there anyone that you care deeply about but is no longer actively in your life?  How is Jesus currently working 

in your relationships? 

Engage:  My roommate was in many ways a modern day Paul.  When we were at bible college together he would write 

letters to people in his life that he cared about and that cared about him.  Andrew would take the time about 

once a month to tell of his circumstances and how the Lord was working.  He wanted people to know how to pray 

for him and support him and how he was ministering for the Lord among the people of Chicago and his fellow 

students at Moody.  Andrew deeply cared for the people he was currently with but he also wanted to continue to 

share in the relationships that he had poured into and had been poured into from the past.  Andrew had a way of 

seeing how God was working in his relationships and circumstances and cared for lifting that up in prayer. 

THT: A Jesus that isn’t Lord of your day to day relationships and circumstances is not your Lord at all 

Prvw: We’ll look at 3 of the 10 people that Paul mentions at the end of his letter to the Colossians.  Onesimus – forgive 

the past, Epaphras – live in the present, and Archippus – be expectant for the future.  I’d like to just walk through 

the whole text together briefly and then make a few comments about each of these 3 men. 

Pass: We’ll look at Colossians 4:7-18 tonight 

THT: A Jesus that isn’t Lord of your day to day relationships and circumstances is not your Lord at all 

Passage  
Set up: As I said, there are 10 names listed by Paul in his conclusion to the Colossians.  He essentially is sending the first 2 

to the Colossians, sending greetings from the next 6, and then sending a message to the last 2.  We’ll pick a 

person from each of these groups after I make some initial observations.  

Read: 7 Tychicus (he’s essentially the mailman for Paul) will tell you all about my activities. He is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow 

servant in the Lord. (Tychicus gets a pretty glowing report.  A beloved brother, a faithful minister, and a fellow servant 

in the Lord) 8 I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts, (Paul wanted 

to send Tychicus in order to give a personal update to the Colossians)9 and with him Onesimus, (You probably wouldn’t 

have remembered who this slave was if it wasn’t for the video but Onesimus was the runaway slave of Philemon 

who was one of the members of the Colossian church.  Listen to how they were to great this runaway slave now) 

our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you of everything that has taken place here. () 

Trans: So now we get into the 6 people that send greetings to the Colossians (3 Jews and 3 Gentiles) 

Read: 10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, (Aristarchus was not likely a prisoner by force but willingly staying by Paul’s 

side. He’s an example of sticking it out for the gospel in hard times) and Mark (Mark wrote the gospel of Mark but 

wasn’t always a friend to Paul.  He had actually abandoned Paul because times were tough yet Paul says here to 

welcome Mark.  Mark is a picture of 2nd chances.) the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes 

to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, 

and they have been a comfort to me. (Those are the three Jews and now the three greeks)12 Epaphras, who is one of you, 

(Epaphras was the one who started the church at Colossae, reported on them to Paul, and now is ministering to 

others) a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will 

of God. 13 For I bear him witness that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. (Epaphras may be in a different 

location but he’s still praying for his home church) 14 Luke the beloved physician greets you, (This is the guy who wrote the 

gospel of Luke and also Acts.  He is a dear friend to Paul) as does Demas(We later find out in 2nd Timothy that Demas 

actually betrays Paul 

Trans: Those were the 6 that sent greetings and now Paul has messages to 2 more people 

Read: 15 Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.16 And when this letter has been read among you, have it 

also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea. (So we have a special greeting to Nympha 

who hosted a house church and we also find out that this letter was to be read out loud at a nearby town, like a 

Mackinaw to Morton.) 17 And say to Archippus, “See that you fulfill the ministry that you have received in the Lord.” (Archippus is a pastor 

that Paul was encouraging to keep on keeping on) 

18 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.  



3 People To Learn From 
Trans: Now I’d like look at a little more detail on three of the people introduced by this passage.   

Set Up: Onesimus – to help us remember to forgive the past mistakes of others, Epaphras – live in the present and not in 

nostalgia of the good times, and Archippus – be expectant for the future ways for God to work. 

1. First - Onesimus – to help us remember to forgive the past mistakes of others 

Read: 9 and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you of everything that has taken place here. 

Ill: I’ve told this story many times but there was a kid that was in my class at Grace that had been underage drying 

and drinking and flipped a car three times.  It was the last straw for some of the guys my age.  They were done 

giving him chances.  After this guy spent time at Salem Children’s home he was looking for a fresh start.  He had 

become a Christian while being there and so I accepted him as a friend and the others slowly came around.  He 

had been changed by God since we last new him and I wasn’t willing to take the risk of not welcoming him back 

even though he had screwed up so many times before.  If God had really gotten a hold of him then he was a clean 

slate as far as I was concerned.   

Ex: When Paul tells the Colossians to welcome Onesimus he was calling them to love and accept him as an equal in 

Christ and not as a runaway slave.  Onesimus, the Colossians, and especially his slave owner, Philemon teach us 

that we are to forgive others as in Christ, God has forgiven us.  We are called to mirror the gospel in relationships.  

Like God sent Jesus while we were still sinners we should be ready to forgive others of their deep sins against us. 

2. Second, Epaphras –  to live in the present and not in nostalgia of the good times, 

Read: 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully 

assured in all the will of God. 13 For I bear him witness that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis.  

Ill: My college roommate is in Texas now as a school teacher.  Our relationship has changed a lot since college.  He 

made such a big impact on my life then and he continues to encourage me from afar but we honestly don’t talk all 

that much.  Our relationship has changed and I’m so thankful that he’s able to keep serving the Lord where he’s at 

and he’s thankful that I’m serving the Lord where I’m at. 

Ex: Paul mentions Epaphras sends greetings and is praying for the Colossians.  It must have been tough to hear about 

how Epaphras was doing something else now but just because the relationship changed it doesn’t mean that he 

wasn’t still bringing his home church before God in prayer.  This reminds me most of what many of our 

missionaries must go through.  They need to commit to their current ministry and not just live in how they were 

used in the past at their home church.   

3. And third, Archippus – to be expectant for the future ways for God to work. 

Read: 17 And say to Archippus, “See that you fulfill the ministry that you have received in the Lord.” 

Ex: God calls people to fulfil their ministry!  Seek to know what God has called you to and do it.  Seek obedience! 

3 Lessons to Learn 
THT: A Jesus that isn’t Lord of your day to day relationships and circumstances is not your Lord at all 

1. We so emphasize, and if you don’t then I for sure do, that we are saved by grace alone.  But as Martin Luther says 

we’re saved by grace alone but not with a grace that is not alone.  Scripture says, you were bought with a price, 

therefore, honor God with your bodies.  A first lesson to learn from this is that in our real life relationships we are 

called to lay ourselves down and live for the Lord. 

2. Paul’s capacity for relationships is incredible.  This is partially because he makes relationships a priority, also 

because he is single and is able to have many friends, also because he makes his relationships count for eternity 

but doesn’t hold on to just one relationship.  He names 10 here in Colossians but over 100 people in his letters.  

Paul’s ability to have meaningful eternal relationships but it not just be 1 person is admirable.  As Christians we’re 

to take a leap of faith and take a chance on someone that may not be at exactly the same spot spiritually as us.  

We’re called to keep making more and more disciples.  A second lesson to learn is that we are to have many real 

life relationships that matter and not just me and my one friend.   

3. Lastly, I want to highlight Onesimus one more time.  He is a runaway slave and yet is returned as a faithful and 

beloved brother.  As Christians we need to call people into living a new life that isn’t defined by their past sin but 

their present position before God and calling them to live a life of freedom as new Christians.  The third lesson to 

learn is that of human forgiveness that represents Christ’s forgiveness to us. 


