
Treasure in Jars of Clay – Obstacle of Affection 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Intro 
Engage: As a kid my family were Cubs fans.  My Grandma K is the one who really passed down that love of the Cubs.  I 

have here some of my baseball cards that she gave me when I was a little kid going to one of my first Cubs’ games.  

When I was in high school I told you how my grandma came to my soccer game but left at halftime.  I noticed and 

asked my parents after the game where she went.  They told me she wanted to be able to get home to watch the 

Cubs game.  Last night, as the Cubs were getting close to winning game 6 I asked my Grandma what she thinks of 

all of this craziness.  She said, “I’m in 7th heaven”. 

 When Marla and I were still dating I told her that I wouldn’t get engaged until she converted to being a Cubs fan.   

 My nephew is named Wrigley after the Chicago Cubs baseball stadium. 

 I love the Cubs.  My personal love for the Cubs was mostly developed in the jr. high and high school years.  I 

remember when Sammy Sosa was the big star for the Cubs in a homerun battle with the Cardinals Mark McGuire.  

I would be in charge of mowing the lawn and I would plan out when I would mow based off of when the Cubs 

game was.  I’d listen to the radio of Pat Hughes and Ron Santo on most days.  When we had cable tv then I’d play 

the radio and mute the tv so they’d be going at the same time.  I love the Cubs and have for many years. 

Here’s the verses that we have for tonight.  I planned this before the school year started.  You literally can’t make 

this stuff up... 

Read: 3 We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry,  

 We’ll get to the main part of this text but I want to go to verse 12 to see a main potential obstacle for people 

coming to faith. 

Read: 12 You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections.  

THT: The great obstacle in our faith and witness are our affections are not the gospel but everything else. 

 The world needs us to remove obstacles to the faith.  We need to need Jesus! 

Stage: I know it’s been a few weeks so remember where we’re at.  Paul has been writing this letter to the Corinthian 

church because they are false teachers perverting the gospel and preaching Christ for selfish gain.  Much of the 

letter has been Paul’s call to true Christianity and for demonstrating that Paul’s not preaching for personal gain. 

Prvw: Tonight we’ll see how a Christian’s life shouldn’t get in the way of others coming to faith. 
Pass: Our passage tonight will be 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

No Obstacle 
Read: Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 

    and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.3 We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no 

fault may be found with our ministry,  

Per: I don’t know what goals you have spiritually but one of my biggest things would be to lead someone to Christ, be 

able to walk them through some of the most basic things spiritually, and help them have a love of God, the 

church, and the lost.   In high school, I thought I’d be able to lead my friend Josh to faith and it never happened.  

In college, I was very much in a bubble during the school year but in the summers I’d work for ServiceMaster 

Clean and I thought I’d lead them to Christ. As a youth pastor, I’ve never really felt like I’ve been the person that 

led to Christ and developed them in Christ.  I’m 30 years old and even though I think I’ve made a difference in 

some people’s lives I just thought it would have been more people and would have made a bigger difference. 

My Faith & My Witness 
Read: 4 but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: . 

Ex: Paul can commend himself to the Corinthians.  His goal is not to be an obstacle for anyone to become a Christian.   

Ill: I remember being up late at night sitting in the car with my friend Josh outside another friend’s house.  He told 

me that he felt that a few of our friends had lives that showed they really believed in God but that most of the 

others that it hasn’t made a difference in their life. 



Trans: What is this life that Paul has that would be so attractive?  How is Paul’s faith and witness pulling people in for 

Jesus?  This is no church growth strategy that I’ve ever heard of or seen.   He gives 3 positive examples in his life: 

4-5 Persistent in Circumstances  
6-7 Praiseworthy in Character  
8-10 Puzzling in Contradictions  
First Persistent in Circumstances  

Read: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger;  

Ex: Not really the list that you’d use to say to someone that they should join you.  But listen.  Christian Paul has 
removed any obstacle that he’s not in it for WORLDY BENEFITS.  If you’re a Christian and your Jesus has never 
given you circumstances that make it tough to follow him then you may not be following Jesus.  Jesus says to take 
up your cross and follow him.   
Second, Praiseworthy in Character  
by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God; 

with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left;  

Ex: The second way to have a life that puts no obstacle in the way of unbelievers is to have a Praiseworthy Character.  
Your character demonstrates whom you follow.  It’s not just avoiding bad things but are you someone who knows 
and loves Jesus?  Do you practice patience with others?  Genuine love?  Is there any power of God in your life? 
Third, Puzzling in Contradictions  

Ex: The Christian life is full of contradictions.  It’s true that there are tough earthly things but knowing Jesus is of far 

more value! 
8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, 

and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as 

poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 

Qt: Jackie Hill Perry, “The best way to resist sin is to fall more in love with Jesus” 

App: Do we look like Paul’s list? 

Persistent in Circumstances – What are the hardest things that you’ve had to face?  James 1:2.  Keep going 

Christian because this trial will grow your faith if you keep trusting this to the Lord  

Praiseworthy in Character – Where there are purity issues, when you don’t know the basic truths about the Lord, 

when the holy spirit is not active in your life, when you aren’t known to love other people, how can we expect 

people to view Christ as good. 

Puzzling in Contradictions – The great wonder of the Christian life is that you die to yourself every day on the 

earth and say no to your earthly desires in order that you might live for Christ.  Simply put will you decide to 

follow Jesus or are you going after earthly joys. 

Tran: My faith and my witness will be catapulted as I’m persistent in circumstances, praiseworthy in character, and 

puzzling in contradictions.  But what about the opposite?  How would I create an obstacle for the world to 

believe? 

My Obstacle 
Read: 11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide open.12 You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted 

in your own affections. 13 In return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also. 

Ex: Verse 12 is a punch to the gut.  It’s particularly a punch on a day like this.  Right now Game 7 of the World Series is 

about to start. The Chicago Cubs vs. the Cleveland Indians.  If my affections and if your affections are so stirred for 

a baseball game then who will be sharing the love of Christ?  If our affections can’t wait for the next season of 

your favorite show to come on Netflix, then who is actively leaving their home to love others?  If our affections 

are for hanging out with my friends on the weekend then who will love the unlovely? 

App: Conversations reflect your PASSIONS 

I can’t tell you how many spiritual conversations I’ve had over the years. I wonder how many people I could have 

made a difference for if I didn’t care so much about _________.  Similarly, I have spent more time with my 

siblings, my parents, and Marla in my life than most anyone else.  What do I care about when I am at home?  

Food, being able to just sit around, sports.  What are my affections when no one is looking? 

THT: The great obstacle in our faith and witness are our affections.  We need to need Jesus! 


