
Protestant – The Pope 
The Pope 
Intro: These last two weeks we’ll focus on two individuals.  The Pope this week and the Virgin Mary next week. 

All through this series I’ve stayed pretty close to what RC Sproul has to say about the subject matter in his book, 

“Are We Together”.  This week I’m going to stray from the book more, not because I disagreed in any way but 

because he spent his words concerning only one aspect of the Pope whereas I’d like to try to bite off a little bit 

more and I hope I’m not biting off more than we can chew. 

Qu: The main question before us this week is, “Who has spiritual authority on earth?”  We know Jesus went back to 

heaven so who is in charge on earth while he’s gone?  We started this series on authority and this fleshes out 

more of the controversy of authority. 

Protestant View 
Set Up: So who is the head of the Protestant Church?  Protestants and Catholics agree that Christ is the head and the 

church is the body.  But Christ is in heaven so how does Christ rule his Body on earth? The Bible clearly shows us 

that Christ rules his Church through himself and specifically the working of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus speaks to this... 

Jn 14: 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 

with you and will be in you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

Ex: Jesus leaves and goes to heaven but asks the Father to give the Holy Spirit to indwell in believers forever.  God the 

Father steers his Church through head Jesus by the indwelling Holy Spirit in every believer.   

Jn 16: 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will 

not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 

Ex: Can you imagine if there were a physical person who had to direct the entire body of Christians in the world?  God 

has a better plan for directing his church and it is that Jesus leaves us and sends us the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 2) 

Jn 16: 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, 

but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.14 He will glorify me, 

for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will 

take what is mine and declare it to you. 

Ex: Jesus always spoke the will of the Father because the Father gave that to him to speak.  Well the Holy Spirit will 

glorify Christ by speaking the same message.   

Qu: What is that message that the Holy Spirit speaks?  

Ans: That Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life and no one comes to the Father except through Him (Jn 14:6). When 

Jesus died on the Cross the curtain into the Most Holy Place was torn in two signifying that Jesus made the way 

for every believer to have access to God.  This doctrine is known as the priesthood of all believers because we all 

have access straight to God through Jesus. 

Con: So Jesus is the only head of the body the Church and Jesus is the way or the bridge to God, the Holy Spirit is God’s 

agent on earth indwelling in believers, and the Father is the planner and orchestrator of it all! This is the 

Protestant view of spiritual earthly authority. God has maintained his own authority. God is sufficient! 

Roman Catholic View 
Ill:  For the Catholic position on the head of the church and how to get to God then I’ll begin with telling you a story 

about my college life.  I was a part of the Pigs on 5 in college.  We were on the 5th floor of our building and as the 

pigs, we had the longest standing mascot of any floor at school.  History was a big deal to our floor.  We even had 

a locked cabinet built into the wall in our lounge area.  This cabinet contained historical items of the floor.  Only 1 

person had the keys to the floor and when that person would graduate they would pick a freshmen to give the 

keys until they graduated.  A guy named Chandler Collins had the keys when I came into Moody.  He was 

graduating my freshmen year and at out last floor meeting he chose that I would be the keeper of the keys.  I had 

a new responsibility to keep the history of the floor.  I could take anything out and could put anything in.  I was 

the only one who had this power, not even my RA.  I only put in 2-3 things into the cabinet but when I did it was a 



big deal.  When I graduated, I bestowed this honor of the keeper of the keys to a freshmen named Kenny Lehman.  

The power didn’t stay with me but is instead passed down from one person to the next. 

Trans: This is kind of like how the Catholic Church views the Pope. They falsely believe that a power was given to Peter, 

one of the apostles, and then he has passed that power down.  Listen to how they describe it in their catechism. 

Qt: “The Lord made Simon alone, whom he named Peter, the “rock” of his Church.  He gave him the keys of his 

Church and instituted him shepherd of the whole flock...” CCC 881 

Ex: So Peter has the keys of the Church given by Jesus... 

Qt: “The Pope, Bishop of Rome and Peter’s successor, ‘is the perpetual and visible source and foundation of the unity 

both of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful.’ ‘For the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as 

Vicar of Christ, and as pastor of the entire Church has full, supreme, and universal power over the whole Church, a 

power which he can always exercise unhindered.’” – Catechism of the Catholic Church 882 

Ex: Perpetual, or ongoing, and visible.  He is called the Roman Pontiff and the Vicar of Christ, and has supreme power. 

Qt: “The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, enjoys this infallibility in virtue of his office, when, as supreme 

pastor and teacher of all the faithful – he proclaims by a definitive act a doctrine pertaining to faith and morals...” 

- Catechism of the Catholic Church 891 

Ex: Did you hear that?  The Pope is infallible when he proclaims by a definitive act, a doctrine pertaining to faith and 

morals. So the Pope has been given unquestionable power to declare who is in and who is out of heaven like I had 

the power to add and subtract from the cabinet.  How did this happen?  This is actually the focus of RC Sproul’s 

book on the Pope and I’ll give you a brief overview. 

His: The Catholic Church says this power all started with Peter from Matthew 16:18-19, when Jesus tells Peter that he 

is a rock on which Christ will build his Church, he will give the keys to the kingdom to Peter, and whatever he 

binds on earth will be bound in heaven and whatever he looses on earth will be loosed in heaven.  This is a very 

controversial passage and I’d encourage close study of it but also that it’s taken within the context of the whole 

Bible.  By these words Jesus isn’t giving Peter the ability to be his human representation as the Catholics would 

suggest.  So Peter supposedly given this power in Matthew 16 and it’s passed along from there.  The 4th Pope or 

4th bishop of Rome was named Clement and we know about him primarily as he wrote a letter to the Corinthian 

Church.  They apparently still had a lot of issues in the Church.  One historian says that the letter is written in a 

spirit of brotherly love and admonition rather than an autocratic, tyrannical tone.  Over time this bishop of Rome 

gradually gained more and more power.  Until 1054, when a representative from Rome was sent to 

Constantinople, or modern day Istanbul, Turkey, to tell them they needed to declare that Rome was their mother 

church.  They refused sparking the “Great Schism” which separated the Eastern Orthodox Church from Roman 

Catholicism.  If there was really only one true visible Church then the Eastern Orthodox would have just as much 

right to that claim as Catholics do.  What’s important is that this Roman Bishop continued to have more power, 

which culminated in Pope Pius the 9th as he was getting pushback on how much power he had so he decided to 

speak “infallibly” declaring the immaculate conception of Mary, meaning Mary was born without inherited sin, a 

condition every other human has been born with.  After that, in 1870, at Vatican Council 1, the Pope was declared 

officially to be infallible. 

Trans: So we have the infallible Pope that has grown to that position over time.  Now they call him Pope, Pontiff, and 

Vicar.  I want to briefly talk about these three titles as was pointed out by Phillip Jensen when I went to Together 

for the Gospel a year ago. 

Pope: The first title is Pope.  This means Papa or Father 

Read: Matt 23:9 says, “Call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.” 

Ex: Jesus certainly doesn’t mean we can’t call our human fathers that nor does he mean that we can’t call spiritual 

fathers, or those who lead us to Christ by that as Paul says that’s ok.  Jesus is talking about that every human, and 

even Jesus and the Holy Spirit are subject to the Father’s authority.  No one speaks authoritatively except God the 

Father, but that’s exactly what the role of the Pope is in his ability to speak infallibly.  He takes the role of God the 

Father by being called the Pope. 

Pontiff: A 2nd title given to the Pope is the Roman Pontiff.  Pontiff literally means bridge.  The pope is the bridge between 

God and man.  Hopefully you can guess which part of the Trinity is the bridge between God and man. 

Read: John 14:6 – “I (Jesus) am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no one comes to the Father except through me” 



Vicar: The 3rd title is that he is the Vicar of Christ or the human substitute head of the Church.  There is certainly a 

substitute for Christ on earth but it is no mere human.  As we read earlier. 

Jn 14: 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 

Ex: The Holy Spirit is the Substitute for Christ and as we already discussed, it is a wonderful gift that the Holy Spirit 

indwells individual believers rather than just having one man direct the Church.   

Con: The keys that the Catholic Church says has been given to the Pope is to really be the human representation of God 

the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  The problem is not that there is a leader in Christianity but that 

the Pope has taken on roles that only God has for himself.  God is the keeper of the keys to his own kingdom. 

Application 
Set up: So why does it matter that the Pope supposedly has all of this power? 

RC: First in dealing with our Catholic friends.  Where there Church has spoken authoritatively they can’t be wrong.  

Our Catholic friends are not only bound to what the Bible says but also to what the Church says about the Bible.  

Specifically if the Pope comes out and takes a position on something then as Christ’s visible head of the Church 

they really should be following what he says.  Our Catholic friends are somewhat helpless, even if you show them 

from the Bible something contrary to their beliefs.  We must be aware and engage with conversations about the 

Pope and the Church’s authority if we want to gain ground.  One of the good things, is that some Catholics don’t 

even realize the power that the Pope has and so if you show them from the Bible what it says about faith and 

salvation then they will believe it.   

Prot: What about for us?  This is a stark reminder that we submit ourselves to what God says about issues and not what 

mere humans say about issues.  It’s so important to test whatever anyone, including pastors, say about what you 

should believe about faith.  Test what I say to the Bible.  Test what your professor says against the Bible.  God has 

spoken authoritatively through the Bible and he continues to steer his people through the Holy Spirit.   

   

Questions 
Q1: I’ve been strongly criticizing the Catholic Church during this series, does this mean that they aren’t Christians? 

Ans: I am thankful that God is willing to save us even when our grasp of the gospel may be partial or defective. None of 

us has a comprehensive or perfect grasp of the gospel.  The test if you’re a Christian or not a Christian isn’t 

whether you belong to the Catholic Church or even if you belong to a Protestant church.  The test according to 

Jesus in John 3 is if you’ve been born again by the Spirit.  How do we get this spiritual birth?  The bible tells us to 

repent from our sin and believe that Jesus is sufficient to cleanse us from all of our unrighteousness by his death 

and resurrection. So are Catholics Christian?  God alone is there judge and is his to decide.  But if they do indeed 

believe that it is Jesus + their works for salvation then I believe that is a confusion that Scripture addresses as 

being a false gospel.  That being said, I’m confident that many Catholics are indeed Christian but it isn’t the 

Catholic Church that makes them one.  It is repentance and faith in Jesus alone. 

Q2:  One of the questions that has been coming up a lot is what is the structure of the Catholic Church?  I’d like to 

answer this question with a video that Taylor Huber showed me that I thought was fun. 

Ans: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kF8I_r9XT7A – How to become Pope 

Narrative  
Narr: For our narrative this week it will also answer a question that has come up and it will be very short. It’s the 

question of where the name Protestant comes from.  This is addressed in the documentary, A Man Named 

Martin. 

Video: “A Man Named Martin” – “We protest” – Video 5 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kF8I_r9XT7A

