
Protestant – Mary 
Superhero 
Intro: My favorite superhero growing up was probably Superman.  We have a different superhero tonight.  We’ll be 

talking about the superhero the Virgin Mary.  For our purposes, I brought my own superhero Mary. 

Qt: “The biggest issue in the whole Mariology debate is the sufficiency of Christ.  In truth, this is the issue with Roman 

Catholic theology from beginning to end.”  Sproul – Are We Together. 

Ex: Although Protestants and Catholics both view Mary as a human, part of the division between us is our view of the 

superhero like status that Mary has in the Catholic Church.  Kind of like a superhero Mary has certain powers she 

was born with and certain actions that display the power she has. 

Trans: This week we’ll be looking at the various “super” powers attributed to Mary by the Catholic Church and then we’ll 

conclude each of these powers with why the Protestants disagreed. 

Roman Catholic View 
Set Up: So we’re going to walk through 4 key points in Mary’s life. 

Birth: What better place is there to start in Mary’s life than her birth?  In the video, “A Man Named Martin” we already 

watched how the Catholic Church was fascinated with Mary for many years partly because it felt much easier to 

go to Jesus’ mother rather than a conquering King Jesus.  One way they have lifted Mary up is in her birth.  In 

1854, Pope Pius 9th declared infallibly her birth to be an immaculate conception, meaning that she was born 

without sin unlike any other human being, minus Jesus. This is important because it sets up Mary to live a sinless 

life and she is able to participate in saving mankind alongside Jesus.  Of course we as Protestants absolutely 

disagree with Mary’s Immaculate Conception.  This is alarming as it’s not in Scripture and it opposes a crucial 

piece of the Bible as none are righteous not even one.  Mary would no longer need Jesus to sacrifice for her sin as 

she has none.  The Immaculate Conception, or sinless birth of Mary, is false but infallibly declared by the Pope. 

Preg: Let’s move to the second key point in Mary’s life.  Her pregnancy 

Luke 1: 26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 

betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary.28 And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” ... going on... “31 And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus”... then in verse 34, “34 And Mary said to 

the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.”...  “38 And Mary said, 

“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Ex: This passage is known as Mary’s Fiat and is called that because of those three words towards the end, “Let it be”.  

Redemption of mankind hung on Mary’s response according to Catholics because if she would have said no then 

there wouldn’t have been another sinless person on earth.  There are differing views on Mary’s role in our 

redemption but she is sometimes called the Co-Redemptrix. While Protestants do agree that Mary is a model of 

obedience to God even when it’s hard to understand, she is certainly not sinless nor did she contribute to our 

redemption. 

Cross: Now let’s move to the 3rd point of Mary’s life and it’s Jesus’ death on the cross.  

Ex: I bet you’ve never heard that Mary had anything to do with Jesus on the Cross before.  Well in 1946 Pope Pius 12 

Qt: “It was she, the second Eve, who, free from all sin, original or personal, and always most intimately united with 

her Son, offered Him on Golgotha to the Eternal Father for all the children of Adam” – Pius 12 (Mystici Corporis) 

Ex: I hope you caught the word, “offered”. According to Sproul it’s possible that it was just a poor word choice but it 

appears to be Mary offering Jesus as a sacrifice, just as a priest offered a sacrifice in the Old Testament.  The 

sacrifice was Mary’s choice as the “2nd Eve” as noted before (by the way this doesn’t come from the Bible 

anywhere).  Here’s the thought:  Did you know that Jesus is referred to as the 2nd Adam in the Bible?   

Rm 5: “18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification 

and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 

man's obedience the many will be made righteous.” 

http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Pius12/P12MYSTI.HTM


Ex: So the Catholic Church says that Mary is the 2nd Eve.  As it was through the one woman’s disobedience that 

destruction came into the world, it was through another woman’s obedience that redemption came into the 

world.  As Eve offered the fruit to bring about sin, so Mary offered Jesus to bring salvation.  This is of course not 

even close to what Protestants see as an appropriate view of Mary’s role in salvation.  We see God the Father 

offering up his Son Jesus, and Jesus willingly offering up himself and Mary has nothing to do with it. 

Death: The 4th and final key point in Mary’s life was her death... and it was no ordinary death. 

Ex: It is within the Catholic doctrine as of 1950 that Mary had a bodily assumption.  In other words, she was taken 

both body and soul directly to heaven.  She would join Enoch and Elijah as a third person taken directly to heaven.  

Only difference is that there is no historical or biblical evidence to support this view.  Obviously we don’t have a 

problem with a dead Christian’s soul being taken directly to heaven but her physical body was taken there.  The 

problem is much more than her being there.  It’s the role that she plays while being there.  She’s known as the 

Queen of Heaven and the Mother of the Church.  So it’s not just that Catholics believe she’s there but what she’s 

doing there. 

Queen: As Queen of Heaven, Mary is reigning alongside her Son, King Jesus.  She’s reigning as one who helped play a part 

in salvation. We were looking at Rube Goldberg’s this week and a former student showed us his video.  He was 

admiring his completed work.  It’s kind of like that.  Although this is a fine way to view Christ it’s not for Mary. 

Mother: The second role of Mary in Heaven is Mother of the Church.  In the famous Catholic prayer, Hail Mary, full of 

Grace, it concludes with the line, “Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.”  The problem is that 

Mary is the go between for us and God in that prayer.  The thought is that Mary has the attention of God as she’s 

physically there and she’s Jesus’ mom so she has a good relationship with God.  Listen to the Catechism say it... 

Qt: “We believe that the Holy Mother of God, the new Eve, Mother of the Church, continues in heaven to exercise her 

maternal role on behalf of the members of Christ.” CCC 975 

Qt: “Taken up to heaven she did not lay aside this saving office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us 

the gifts of eternal salvation... Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advocate, 

Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix.” CCC 969 

Ex: The Bible has shown that we have an Advocate and Helper in God himself being the Holy Spirit and not a human.  

And we have a Benefactor and Mediator in God himself and that is the role of Jesus Christ. 

Con: A concluding thought on our brief look at Mary.  The question has to be, “Is Jesus enough for us?” Or do we need 

a human to live a sinless life, offer up Jesus, and now be in heaven advocating for us as our Mother?  I’m thankful 

that we’re ending our study on Mary because it reminds us again that we must cling to salvation by God’s grace 

alone, through our faith alone, in Christ alone, according to the Scriptures alone, and for God’s glory alone! 

Application 
Set up: So why does it matter that Mary is in these roles within the Catholic Church? 

RC: First in dealing with our Catholic friends.  Most famously there is a Hail Mary prayer.  Even though the Catholic 

Church technically doesn’t worship Mary according to their doctrine but are supposed to, “venerate” Mary, 

according to the practice of millions of Catholics they are actually worshipping Mary and pleading with Mary to 

make a difference in their life.  Mary is a dead Christian and not God.  Our Catholic friends need to understand this 

error. 

Prot: What about for us?  Please oh please do not pray to Mary.  We don’t pray to saints because 1 I don’t even believe 

they watch down on us and 2nd, more importantly, we have direct access to God our Father through Jesus.  Cut 

out the middle man and develop a personal relationship with God and don’t use a human as a go between. 

Con:   

Narrative  
Narr: For our narrative this I want to focus in on the Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus.  The reformers had differing 

views on Mary and actually Martin Luther was one that held to a lot of the Catholic way of thinking on this.  There 

is debate on whether he continued to hold some of these positions until his death but regardless he had a high 

view of Mary. 

Video: “A Man Named Martin” – “Mary” 

 


