
Treasure in Jars of Clay – Comfort in Pain 

2 Corinthians 1:1-11 
Series Intro 
BO: Needs to be introductions 

Engage: I love the fall.  It’s definitely my favorite season of the year.  Sweatshirt nights, bonfires, and for me it’s always 

meant soccer games. I played soccer for Morton all four years of high school.  My sophomore year we had a coach 

named Kyle Burke.  He was a cool guy and made practice a lot of fun.  One of the things that made me like him a 

lot was that he did almost everything with us.  The fun soccer drills but also the running.  One practice he made us 

run 4 miles which is farther than I had ever run and even though right now I’m really out of shape, even when I 

was in shape I could never run for distance.  My body is made for sprinting and not endurance.  I remember on 

that run Coach Kyle having a tough time, like me, yet cheering me on and encouraging others that we can all make 

it.  His encouragement in the pain actually was helpful to me on that run.  It also mirrored Jesus to me...  
THT: When we suffer, are comforted by God, and comfort others it’s a gospel paradox that displays Jesus 

Back: Before we get into our text I’d like to take a couple of minutes to just set the stage for you for this study we’ll be 

walking through. I’ve never preached through 2nd Corinthians.  It was not a book that I memorized in Bible 

Quizzing.  This is a book that has never really stuck out to me.  But I’ve been greatly encouraged by the book this 

past year and would love to share with you some of those truths that stick out.  I think the verse in this book that 

helps you understand the whole is 2 Corinthians 4:7 
4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 

Throughout this book we find gospel paradoxes.  Comfort in affliction, rich in poverty, and strong in weakness.  

 These gospel paradoxes are to show us that the power belongs to God and not us. 

3 words I want to focus on... treasure: refers to gospel in Christ, jars: refers to weakness of our body, clay: refers 

to the molding that takes place in our life to look like Jesus desires for us to look.  These are the three sections 

that I’ll be walking through for this semester.  We’ll begin with seeing Paul, the Corinthians, and us as JARS. 

Prvw: This week we’ll be seeing a Praiseworthy Principle and a Prayer for a Jar. 

Pass: Our passage tonight will be 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 

Praiseworthy Principle 
Read: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in 

all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we 

ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly 

in comfort too.  
Ill: When I was at Moody one of my friends confessed something to me that had caused him great pain.  As a part of 

his high school rebellion from his Christian upbringing he met a girl at a party and had sex with her.  It happened 

just the one time and God actually used that sinful act to bring my friend to repentance and choose a life 

surrendered to Christ’s plan for his life instead of being a slave to self.  My friend shared with me that even 

though he wished it hadn’t been a part of him and even though it caused him great pain that there was comfort in 

knowing that God has the power and the grace to forgive him of his sin.  As a result of the forgiveness of Christ my 

friend desired to be a light to those in the same situation.  Pain from sin and comfort from God can display Christ. 

Ill2: One of the most common ways I’ve seen pain or affliction in our youth group has been through anxiety and 

depression.  I have worked with individuals through the years and I can remember one guy I had met with not 

receive healing from his depression which was being caused by a chemical imbalance but rather when he began 

studying God’s word he began to see God as a comfort within the affliction. 

Ill3: In a different type of situation I’ve seen Katie Chatwell time and time again testify of God in the midst of the loss 

of her oldest daughter Isabell.  Katie has offered many comfort amid her pain because she knows Jesus.  Knowing 

Christ and living a life that is with Christ means that you can offer a gospel paradox.   

Ex: It is a misconception to think that Christians who are suffering or are in pain will hurt less.  Rather we have a God 

who can and does bring comfort.  That comfort isn’t necessarily an overnight thing but rather is closer to how 

when you exercise over time it will bring about a more healthy body.   



There is a praiseworthy principle that we can praise God in affliction because God has comforted us.  There is 

more than just a principle here.  2 questions that need to be answered about God’s comfort.  Why and How? 

Why- , so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 

comforted by God. When you receive comfort from God it comes with a responsibility to look like God.  We are to 

imitate Christ by comforting those who share in our affliction. 

How- 5 For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. How does 

God comfort us?  We are like Jesus?  In suffering we see Jesus who was with God have humility to become man, 

be mocked, and be killed on the cross, yet at the name of Jesus every knee will bow.  God knows how to take care 

of his Son Jesus, even in pain and we to will share abundantly in comfort!  A normal Christian life actually should 

include some of the deepest pain that is experienced on earth but a normal Christian life has the hope of Jesus. 

App: How can we grow in receiving comfort from God within pain? 

1. For those who are currently in pain I heard Marla reference something that was shared at a conference she went 

to.  Here’s the advice: Too often we listen to ourselves instead of telling ourselves the truths that God has spoken.  

God promises in deep affliction he remains a God of comfort.  This is a truth to cling to and hold on to. 

2. For those who have already experienced much comfort, though there is still much pain, we are called to shadow 

Christ, or imitate Jesus.  If you’ve had sin, anxiety, or terrible loss in your life and have received comfort from 

Jesus then comfort those who have experience the same.  This is a way to testify of the gospel. 

Prayer for a Jar 
Read:  6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you 

experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know 

that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 

8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly 

burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. 

But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, 

and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 11 You also must help us by prayer, so 

that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many. 

Ex: We see athletes in the Olympics and make them into superheroes. We do the same thing with biblical characters 

and even though Paul wrote much of the NT he also had great pain and affliction. We all breathe the same air that 

is from God and even the greatest of us have to wipe our own butt. 

Paul experienced great affliction and thought he was even going to die.  Over the next weeks we’ll continue to see 

how Paul, the Corinthians, and we are JARS.  We are fragile. We are simple.  We are not complete without 

fulfilling our purpose.  We are jars and even Paul asked for the Corinthians to be in prayer for him in order that 

many will give thanks because God has answered those prayers. 

App: Whether you are in pain or the one who is observing the pain of others, one of the most important things you can 

do to give the glory and praise to Jesus with your life is to be in prayer for those who are afflicted. 

THT: When we suffer, are comforted by God, and comfort others it’s a gospel paradox that displays Jesus 

Conclusion 
Heart: While there are a lot of things I could say each week I want to do my best to keep my messages fairly simple and 

straightforward.  Mainly I’d love to see you guys interact with the Bible so that you can experience that the Words 

of God are powerful and impact your life.  I so want our group to be on fire for the Lord this year.   

Ques: One thing I want to begin doing is to provide a bit of time at the end of the night for any questions that you may 

have about what I shared or what was read in the Bible. 


