
Jesus Is Lord – Of Us 

Colossians 1:1-14 
Intro 
BO: What are the basic things you should/shouldn’t do to be on a sports team, a music group, drama group, or job? 

Engage: Neymar Jr has played the last 5 seasons of soccer for FC Barcelona.  This summer he was transferred to Paris 

Saint-Germain for the price of $263 million.  That is just the amount they paid to get him on their team.  He also is 

likely to be paid $300 million over 5 years.  Paris had paid a hefty price for Neymar to be on their team and so now 

he wears their uniform and represents a new team.  His obligations are not to Barcelona but now Paris.   

Set Up: This is similar to faith.  We have a new team, new life, and new identity if we’re a Christian. 

THT: If we’ve been transferred from darkness to light then let’s walk the walk.  In order to walk the walk we need to 

have been changed into something new by Christ. 

Back: Around the time of Jesus there was this little bitty town along the Lycus river valley.  This town was really just a pit 

stop along the way to bigger cities.  However there were Christians here.  They wouldn’t have heard of Christ 

except for the message that Epaphras came back to tell them.  Epaphras had heard Paul the Apostle telling of 

Jesus in the bigger city of Ephesus.  So Epaphras spread the word of truth, the gospel, to this city.  They heard the 

gospel and understood it.  It’s likely that a small number of them were Jews and saw Jesus as the Messiah of their 

faith but a larger number were Greeks that were converted to Christianity from their town’s common religious 

beliefs.  This small city had a small church but had some big problems.  In fact, Epaphras asked Paul the apostle to 

write a letter to this church to address the problems.  There were some or someone who was deceiving this 

church about true faith.  There was another situation going on too.  A slave had run away from his master but had 

been converted to Christianity and so was returning to his master in this little town.  Paul sends this slave and a 

messenger named Tychicus to deliver a letter to the slave owner, named Philemon, and also a letter to this little 

town church of the Colossians.  

Pass: We’re going to look at Colossians 1:1-14 tonight  

Prvw:  We’ll walk through observations, a simple interpretation, and application. 
THT: I hope you’ll see that if we’ve been transferred from darkness to light then let’s walk the walk. 

Observations 
Set Up: I’d like to make observations as we slowly walk through the text.  This will take just a couple of minutes but listen 

closely as this will be the basis of why this passage even matters. 

Greeting: Paul begins with a basic greeting in verses 1-2 

Read: 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

Ex: We find that Paul and Timothy are the writers of this letter.  Like other letters Paul identifies himself as an apostle 

or sent. His being an apostle or sent one is God’s will.  We’ll see throughout this book that the will of God is not 

usually talking about what is God’s will for me to eat for lunch but rather making Jesus as Lord as you follow 

commands of God. We also have Timothy a brother writing this letter.  Remember Timothy is like a mini Paul 

whom Paul is discipling and making ready to replace him in the faith.   

Trans: So who did Paul and Timothy send this letter to? 

Read: 2 To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

Ex: There are two groups here.  Saints and faithful brothers. They are both located in Colossae and are “in Christ”.  

One of the major themes of this series will be on identity.  We’ve seen Paul as an apostle or sent one and now we 

see the Christians at Colossae as “in Christ”.  The thing that makes them saints and faithful brothers are that they 

are who they are because of Jesus.  It’s like Neymar being on Barcelona.  It’s his main identity. 

Thanksgiving: 

Set Up: Verses 3-14 are broken into two parts.  First Paul thanks God then prays to God for the Colossians.  

Read: 3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ 

Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.  

Ex: So first we have the reason for Paul’s thanks to God.  Paul heard of their faith in Jesus, love for the saints, and 

hope of heaven.  Faith, hope, and love.  Three main virtues of Christianity. Faith is in Jesus alone for salvation. 



Love is for the saints.  This is one of the groups of Christians at Colossae and it’s likely that they were the minority 

group of Jews.  It’s like thanks to God for a love for this minority group that could easily be pushed off.  

 A love that is united by Jesus and not racial, social, or economic status.  Love like Jesus isn’t bound to loving 

people like me but Jesus love is proved when I love them in spite of me.  

So faith in Jesus, love for saints, and they do so because of the hope laid up for them in heaven.  They have a great 

motivation for living differently in this life.  It’s seeing the eternal as more important that the temporary.   

Trans: Paul thanks God for the faith, love, and hope. But goes on to show the source of this faith, love, and hope... 

Read: Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it 

is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in 

truth, 7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on 

your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 

Ex: Paul has never met these believers but knows that the true gospel came to them and they didn’t merely hear the 

gospel but understood it and learned it from Epaphras. The Colossians have been completely changed by the 

gospel.  They have a new identity, which is “in Christ”. 

Prayer: So Paul shifts to how he and Timothy thank God for the Colossians to how they pray to God FOR them. 

Read: 9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of 

his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 

him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened with all power, 

according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 

you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us 

to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Ex: Since Paul and Timothy heard of the Colossians faith from Epaphras they haven’t stopped praying for two things.  

For God to fill them up and for a walk that reflects that filling up.  What does he want them to be filled with?  A 

knowledge of God’s will for spiritual wisdom and understanding. The knowledge of the will isn’t talking about 

making a decision based off what is best for them. 

Ill: Sometimes we process things according to human wisdom.  If I do this sport will I have time for friends?  If I 

become friends with this person will it help my social status? If I get done with my homework right after school 

then I’ll have time to relax later tonight and play some video games.  We process according to human wisdom and 

understanding.  Paul is asking God for the Colossians to live on the new team, in the new life, being in Christ as 

their primary identity.  So they would think differently in order to, in verse 10, walk in a man worthy of the Lord. 

Ex: So Paul’s big prayer is for them to walk the walk of the Christian life.  But what does that look like?  4 ways.  That 

their lives would bear fruit, they’d increase in knowledge of God, be strengthened in God’s might, and that they 

would give thanks to God because God has qualified them for heaven and Jesus paid the price for them to be 

transferred from darkness to light.  Paul prays for fruit, knowledge, strength, and thankfulness to be a reality in 

this little church’s life.   

Interpretation 
Ex: One key interpretation.  Paul/Timothy writes to the Colossians for them to see the gospel impact that exists.  He 

wants them to see that Jesus is Lord of their entire life and not merely an add-on.  For the Colossians to be “in 

Christ” means that Jesus HAS transferred them from darkness to light, and that when you’re on the new team you 

follow a different way of thinking.  Like Neymar doesn’t support Barcelona but represents Paris, so you and I no 

longer represent ourselves but rather a life that walks in a manner worthy of the Lord.  

Application 
Ex: I want to get really practical here and simply ask a few challenging questions 

1. Do we pray? If we pray, do we pray like Paul? He’s never even met these people yet prays for Jesus to take over. 

2. How do we make decisions?  Is it about what’s best for me or following God’s will for my life?   

Ex: It is God’s will for your life that what you do looks like Jesus love, you grow in knowledge of God, that you cling to 

God for strength, and that in all of this your give thanks to God for what he has done for you through Christ.   

 Jesus is Lord or Master of you and I if we are on his team. What is your primary pursuit and drive today?   

THT: I hope you’ll see that if we’ve been transferred from darkness to light then let’s walk the walk. 

 


