
Treasure in Jars of Clay – The Aroma of Christ 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 
Intro 
BO:  

Engage: Smells can either be a good thing or a bad thing based off of your perspective.  I love the smell of coffee.  It’s not 

my favorite smell in the world but it’s a good one.  Some people program their coffee maker to make the cup so 

they can wake up to the smell of it.  While it sounds great the problem is that you associate coffee with having to 

get out of bed which doesn’t work for some people who hate mornings. 

 Bacon.  Bacon almost universally smells good.  However bacon is very bad for you.  My dad has lost 98lbs over the 

last several months.  He is very strict on exercise and his diet.  Bacon doesn’t make the cut.  Nor is it likely to ever 

make the cut.  When my dad smells bacon or when my dad smells freshly baked cookies.  It may have a really 

pleasant and tempting smell but to him it smells like death.  To me bacon or cookies couldn’t be any better.  The 

smell is the same but the perspective is completely different. 

Tran: Smells can either be a good thing or a bad thing based off of your perspective. 

THT: A Christian should stink of Jesus.  You’re stench should be so obvious that it brings eternity to others’ minds 

Back: In order to get into tonight’s text I want to give a bit of background 
 12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the Lord, 13 my spirit 

was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on to Macedonia. 

 Remember last week how we’ve been talking a bit about the Corinthians and Paul’s letter to them.  He had led 

many of the people there to faith but had found out they had a lot of sinful issues among their church.  Paul had 

to have a very painful visit with them and had intended to visit them again but instead had to send Titus there to 

deliver a letter of rebuke.  This letter was being written so that when Paul finally would have the chance to see 

the Corinthians again then the gospel would be evident in their lives and they’d be living as Christians ought. 

Prvw: This week we’ll see that for a Christian there is victory in Jesus 

Pass: Our passage tonight will be 2 Corinthians 2:12-17 

Triumph 
Read: 14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of 

the knowledge of him everywhere. 

Ex: My ESV Study Bible explains the triumphal procession this way, “a reference to the lavish victory parades 

celebrated in Rome after great battles. God is depicted as the sovereign victor, with Christ as the general, leading 

the victory procession, and Paul as “captured” by Christ but now joyfully following him... The picture here reflects 

a recurring theme throughout 2 Corinthians, namely, the contrast between the believer’s apparent (temporal) 

defeat and the believer’s actual (spiritual) victory.”   

 During this time these Roman processions would have had the people along the way burning incense.   And 

depending on whom you were that was either the smell of victory or the smell of you imminent death.  But for 

Paul, he’s saying that he had been captured by Jesus and Jesus leads the way.  Also as Jesus leads the fragrance is 

on him so that wherever he goes then Jesus’ victory is apparent. 

Trans: This is the key phrase I want to hone in on tonight! 

Aroma 
Read:  15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one 

a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 17 For we are 

not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in 

Christ. 

Ill: I can still remember being annoyed at work trip one year during our devotion time.  One of the guys kept checking 

in on the cardinal’s game on his phone and showing another one of the guys.  I can’t remember all of the details 

of what I said or how I said it but I do remember that I kicked him out of devotions and made him sit in the other 

room until he was ready to come back and be a part of the devotion time.  He left and probably had a mixture of 

emotions, embarrassment and anger right at the top.  As I was sitting in the doorway to the other room as we 



finished out our devotions I noticed that this student had his Bible open and was working through something.  

After we finished our discussion and prayer, he came into the room and apologized to the group for being a 

distraction and to me for not respecting the time of studying God’s Word.  What stuck out to me about that night 

was not that this student messed up but that because of Jesus he repented of his sin.  This student stunk like 

Jesus.  When the Holy Spirit convicted him that he was being selfish he immediately demonstrated how he follows 

Jesus and not his own way. 

Ill 2: I think I’ve told this other story before but I remember a night after youth group when we were playing basketball 

in the gym.  Some of the guys on the other team were intentionally trying to hurt some of the guys on my team 

and thought it was really funny.  I was getting really angry and went to one of my friends on the other team to 

complain.  He didn’t seem to be reacting much so I just started doing several fast punches to his stomach.  Ken 

simply received my admittedly weak punches and did nothing in return.  He hadn’t done anything wrong but took 

my hits with grace.  I was so surprised he didn’t do anything that I immediately saw my own fault and sin of 

punching him in anger. 

Ex: A Christian’s life and actions must be marked by the gospel of Christ.  A Christian should stink of Jesus.  You’re 

stench should be so obvious that it brings eternity to others’ minds.  I believe that you as a JAR must be marked by 

the stench of the treasure inside of you.  Two things happen when you actually smell like Jesus. 

1. First from verse 16, “to one a fragrance of death to death”.  When you smell like Jesus and the gospel then 

unbelievers around you can see their own death.  You might assume that this would be a good thing but it’s not.  

Many when they encounter a real faith then they think it’s foolish or maybe just don’t really care and ignore it. 

2. The second thing that happens when you are the aroma of Christ is that the Christians around you are attracted to 

it and smell the goodness that is found in Jesus.  It encourages them in their faith. 

Conclusion 
App: What are some of the ways that you can smell like Jesus? 

1. You demonstrate the gospel by imitating the role of Jesus.  Sacrificial love, forgiveness, humility  

One thing that I’ve found is that sometimes people just say or do mean things. I don’t think we can always judge 

their motives but sometimes it’s obvious that people really can be cruel.   

You have an opportunity to smell like Jesus to them and show them Jesus. 

2. You demonstrate the gospel by repenting of your sin and seeking other’s forgiveness.  (REPENTANCE) 

Sometimes Christian’s like to give off the impression that they never sin.  That’s just not true.  A true Christian is 

painfully aware of how often they sin.  Seek the Holy Spirit to reveal sin in your life.  Cling to the truth that Jesus 

has forgiven you of that sin.  Ask for forgiveness both of God and of the human you’ve sinned against.  Repenting 

of your sin doesn’t just mean saying you’re sorry but also includes a life that is dying to that sin.  When a Christian 

has a pattern of sin, takes it to the Lord, and stops living in it any longer it helps everyone see around you whom 

you serve.  

3. You speak the gospel out loud.  I know that those first two things are super important but sometimes we just 

assume that people know why you are doing the things you are doing.  Paul was marked by actually going around 

telling others about Jesus.  His actions backed it up but don’t mistake that the aroma that he possessed was 

absolutely the fact that no one could escape him telling people about Jesus.  Do you tell of how sin separates 

mankind from a holy God and how forgiveness of that sin is offered in Jesus?  That a life set apart for Jesus 

produces a lasting joy? 

THT: A Christian should stink of Jesus.  You’re stench should be so obvious that it brings eternity to others’ minds 

 Doe people see love, forgiveness, and repentance in your life?  And do you speak the truths of the gospel to those 

 around you? 


