
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 8    Breakaway 11.9.16 

Philip the Evangelist – To Samaria and Beyond! 

*One of the Seven – Acts 6:1-6 – “Of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom” 

*A Greek speaking (Hellenist), Jewish Christian  

*Dispersed from Jerusalem because of Christian persecution after Stephen’s death led by Saul 

Acts 8:1-3 

Philip doing City-wide Evangelism in Samaria - Acts 8:4-25   

Doors blown open and walls broken down with the Power and Good News of Jesus!  The call 

to share Jesus with those different than us 

*Proclaimed Jesus as Christ the Messiah 

*Evil spirits cast out.  Lame and paralyzed healed.  

*JOY!  Acts 8:8 

*Faith to believe and baptized in Jesus Name 

The Apostles, Peter and John, are sent to authenticate the full measure of God’s acceptance of the 

Samaritans by God through the baptism of the Holy Spirit Acts 8:14-17   

Evident fruit of faith - Simon saw that the people, both men and women, showed fruit of having 

received the Holy Spirit Acts 8:18  Could have been speaking in tongues or prophesying  

*Peter in Caesarea Acts 10:44-48 

*Paul in Ephesus Acts 19:1-7 

Simon the Sorcerer - Simon’s 2 Main “Issues” (Sin problems) 

1. Focused on Self rather than focused on Jesus – Concerned foremost about his own 

name and fame Acts 8:9-11 

Some of us think so much of ourselves!  Some of us think so little of ourselves that we 

think so much about ourselves.  Either way, our focus is not on or about Jesus 

 

2. Dishonest motives reveal disingenuous faith Acts 8:18-24 

A Tree and it’s fruit Matthew 7:15-20 

I Never knew you Matthew 7:21-23 

Parable of the Sower Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 



Philip Doing Personal Evangelism in Gaza - Acts 8:26-39 

Ethiopian Eunuch (Treasurer of Queen Candace) – Typically castrated to serve in the royal court.  

The stigma of Eunuch’s: 

*Eunuch’s were looked down upon by Jews for not being able to procreate.   

*Moses in OT - Forbidden from assembly of the Lord Deuteronomy 23:1, Lev. 21:17-23 

*Probably believed in the God of the Jews because he went to the Temple  

*On the way back to Ethiopia reading aloud Isaiah 53:7-8  

Philip’s response 

 *Just open your mouth and talk about Jesus fulfilling God’s plan!  Isaiah 52 and 53 

 *Salvation is found in Jesus!  Isaiah 55 – 56:8 

Even for the despised Samaritans! 

Even for the outcasts!   

Even for the Eunuch.   

 *Baptized in the last watering hole before the Egyptian desert.  Thank You, Lord! 

*JOY!  Acts 8:39 

Philip transported by God to his next post Acts 8:39 

 *Similar to Elijah 2 Kings 2:11-12 

 *Azotus to Caesarea – evangelizing all the way Acts 8:40 

 *Philip made his home in Caesarea and had 4 unmarried daughters who prophesied Acts 21:8-9 

Take-Aways about Evangelism from the example of Philip 

1. Speak about Jesus everywhere, at all times, to all people! 

2. Rely on His Spirit for guidance, wisdom and direction 

Definition of an Evangelist – Publisher of Glad tidings; a Missionary preacher of the 

gospel 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are also considered NT Evangelists.  Are You? 



 

 

  

  


