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1 Why study this topic? Why do we study the geography & culture of God’s Holy Land – particularly as 
it applies to our understanding of Scripture? 

a. Context makes all the difference! 
i. Archeology is an important tool that enables a person to put on 20th Century BC 

glasses when reading the story of Abraham, 15th Century BC glasses when reading 
about the life and work of Moses, and 1st Century AD glasses when reading the 
stories of Jesus and his disciples. 

b. The Biblical world is complex and spans a great deal of history 
c. A study of the context of the Bible is an encouragement to our faith – it enhances our 

confidence in its historical accuracy and in its distinctiveness as the Word of God 
d. Redemptive history is located in the Land – Psalm 74.12 

i. “Yet God is my king from of old, who works deeds of deliverance in the midst of 
the earth.” 

e. Awareness of the world of the Bible instills within us a deeper appreciation for the writers 
of Scripture and a deeper love for the Bible itself. 

i. “Just as those who have seen Athens understand Greek history better, and just as 
those who have seen Troy understand the words of the poet Virgil, thus one will 
comprehend the Holy Scriptures with a clearer understanding who has seen the 
land of Judah with his own eyes and has come to know the references to the 
ancient towns and places and their names.” (Jerome, Commentary on Chronicles) 

f. ONE IMPORTANT NOTE – we should not say that the geography/cultural background 
‘proves’ Scripture is true. 

i. The Bible does not need confirmation of its theological truths or its historical 
references in order to do that for which it was written and canonized, that is, to 
produce faith in the hearts and the minds of its readers. The author of the Gospel of 
John stated his purpose for selecting which materials to include in his writing with 
these words: “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20.31) 
[Hoert, McRay] 

2 Why this land?  
a. “In all these biblical periods, this land served as God’s testing ground of faith. It was here, in 

this land where both personal and national existence were threatened, that Israel’s leaders 
and people were called upon to learn the true meaning of security and well-being, of trust in 
the Lord their God….”Jim Monson 

b. God chose this land to teach His people specific lessons of faith. 
3 Our Prayer 

a. May God give us wonderment, awe & excitement as we travel “the length and the breadth of 
the land”! (Genesis 13.17) 
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4 And, so what of Canaan? 
a. The Holy Land, at times variously called Canaan, Israel, the Levant or Palestine, has changed 

hands many times and has often been the center of conflict.  
b. The Bible is a book of places 

i. Deuteronomy 1:1 – references to the Plains of Moab 
c. The Bible is book of Time 

i. Deuteronomy 1.2  
d. God’s redemptive history is open for all to see, it is tied to space and time 

i. God worked in a public and open place in the land for a demonstration of His 
redemptive power 

1. Exodus of Israel from Egypt – 12 major nations saw the Power of God even 
while Israel was wandering in the wilderness and as she entered into the 
Promised Land.  

5 Kinds of Geographical Information 
a. Waterways = Jordan (Rivers, etc) 
b. Topography = Wilderness, desert 
c. Climate = Wilderness, arid, dry 
d. Areas = Arabah 
e. Cities = Suph, etc 
f. Routes = Way of the Wilderness 
g. Mountains = Mt Seir and Horeb (Edom & Siani) 
h. Peoples = Moab & Edom 

6 Two Passages on the Promised Land 
a. Deuteronomy 1.7-18  

i. The Land was a part of God’s Promise 
ii. The Land was integral to God’s promise to Abraham 
iii. The Land was a possession of God’s People 
iv. The Land was central to understanding God’s faithfulness to His people 

b. Deuteronomy 1.19-46 The Land was a mixed blessing 
i. It was a good land (25) – good fruit to eat 
ii. It was a land of conflict (27-28)  
iii. It was a land which demanded Faith (29-33) – “because he goes before you” – they 

could not conquer the land themselves! 
iv. It was a land of obedience and discipline (34-40) 
v. It was a land of people (inhabitants/occupants) 2.1-3.11 

1. Edom – 2.1-8 – Descendants of Esau (fought w/brother Jacob) – God gave 
Esau a land of his own. 

2. Moab 2.8-15 – Descendants of Lot 
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3. Ammom 2.16-21 – More descendants of Lot (both of incest) 
4. Avvim 2.23 
5. Amorites 2.24-37 – Hill country people 
6. Bashanites 3.1-22 – Those who live North of the Amorites 

7 God’s Purposes for the Promised Land 
a. To be a place of testing – where God tested His people in times of distress and plenty. 
b. To provide for a faith response  

i. God prepared a certain time (history), at a particular spot (geography), with unique 
characteristics (topography), in order that he might elicit a specific and appropriate 
response (FAITH!) from His people. 

c. To demonstrate God’s loyal love – the land is physical evidence of loyal love of God for His 
people – it was a perpetual gift forever. 

d. To keep the Covenant Promises (Gen 12.1-3 and following) 
i.  God’s promises of worldwide influence of Israel, given to Abraham was evidenced by 

God’s provision of the land.  
e. To be a blessing to the whole Earth 
f. To demonstrate righteousness in the land (Isaiah 2.2-3; Micah 4.1-2) 

8 Quick Overview of the Middle East 
a. People  

i. Cradle of Civilization (10,000 BC) 
ii. Major dynasties develop in Egypt, Mesopotamia (3,000 BC) 

b. Five Major Bodies of Water 
i. Mediterranean Sea – most important water way of the Ancient World 

1. Access to Europe, influx of sea people, commerce & trade 
ii. Red Sea 

1. 1500 miles long, 180 miles wide entering into the Indian Ocean 
2. Divides Africa from the Arabian Peninsula & Asia 
3. Gulf of Suez separates Arabia & Egypt 
4. Gulf of Aqaba separates Sinai from Arabia 

iii. Persian Gulf 
1. Access to Indian Ocean and the orient 

iv. Caspian Sea 
1. Largest inland body of water in the world (730 miles long; 1200-270 miles 

wide) 
2. A salt lake 
3. Border of two worlds (Asia & Russia) 

v. Black Sea 
1. Barrier between Europe & Asia 
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c. Four Major Rivers 
i. Nile 

1. Flows over 4000 miles (longest in the world) 
2. The life blood of Egypt 

ii. Tigris 
1. 1150 miles long 
2. Known as the Hiddekel (Genesis 2.14; Daniel 10.4) 
3. Ninevah & Ashur major cities 

iii. Euphrates 
1. 1675 miles long 
2. Known as “the river” (Genesis 2.14; Exodus 23.3; Deut. 11.24) and “the 

great river” (Genesis 15.18; Deut. 17) 
iv. Orontes 

1. From the Beq’a valley to the Mediterranean – 250 miles 
2. NT - Antioch, OT – Kedesh, Hamath, Riblah 

d. Four Major Mountains 
i. Ararat Range 

1. Agri Dagh “the Painful Mountain” – traditional site of Noah’s Ark 
2. The range is called Koh I Nu – “Mountains of Noah” 

ii. Kurdistan & Zargos Range 
1. Separate Assyria & Media (Persia, Iraq); Assyria from Asia Minor (Turkey) 

iii. Taurus Range and Amanus 
1. Silver deposits 
2. Within exists a pass through which one could reach Asia 

iv. Lebanon Range 
e. The Land Itself 

i. 1400 miles East to West 
ii. 900 miles North to South 
iii. 1/3 size of the USA 

1. Israel 290 miles N-S; 85 miles across at widest point – roughly New Jersey 
iv. Small strip of land forms part of a land bridge of three major continents – Africa, 

Asia, & Europe 
f. 5 Major Longitudinal Zones 

i. Coastal Plain 
ii. Central Mountain Range 
iii. The Rift Valley 
iv. Transjordanian Mountains 
v. The Easter Desert 
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g. The weather 
i. Two major seasons 

1. Rainy seasons – Mid-October through April 
2. Dry Season – Mid-June through Mid-September 

9 Helpful resources 
a. The Christian Traveler's Guide to the Holy Land  $15.40 
b. Bible Archaeology: An Exploration of the History and Culture of Early Civilizations 

(Hardcover)              used - $10 
c. Zondervan Atlas of the Bible – Rasmussen  $25 

 


