
What will you do with Christmas? 
The News: Luke 2:1-7, Angels: Luke 2:8-14, Shepherds: Luke 2:15-20, The People of Bethlehem: Luke 2:18, Mary: 

Luke 2:19, Simeon: Luke 2:25-35, Anna: Luke 2:36-38 
 
Why is the Christmas so important?  
“Why is Jesus’ birthday such a big deal?” In order to understand the 
significance of Christmas we need to understand a much bigger picture.  
The Angels proclaimed “Good News of great joy that will be for all people!”  
But news only makes sense if you understand the story leading up to it, 
and the Goodness of News depends entirely on your relationship to the 
events that took place.   
 
According to Doctor N.T. Wright, “News is something that happens after 
which the World is a different place.”  News is often different from what 
people expect or even want.   Doctor D.A. Carson says it like this: “The 
gospel is news, good news…it is to be announced; that is what one does 
with news.”  
 
How many of you remember where you were the night of Nov. 2nd?   
I was sitting in Toronto waiting to board a flight home when game 7 of the 
World Series started.  Somewhere around the 3rd inning I boarded the 
plane.  2 hours later I was sitting on the runway of Chicago O’Hair Airport 
leaning across the isle to see the iPhone of a guy 2 rows ahead of me who 
was streaming the 10th inning.  When the inning ended and the Cubs won, 
the plane erupted with cheers!  I’m not a baseball fan, and defiantly not a 
Cubs fan, but I was that night.  It was electrifying!   
 
But most of the friends I grew up with didn’t see it that way.  I grew up 90 
min from Cleveland – and I know people who were devastated as they sat 
in the stands that night.  During the 10 days leading up to game 7 I had 
been in Israel…and you know what, nobody knew what the “World Series” 
even was – much less care who was winning. Only in the United States 
would we call something like that the “World Series” – I mean no other 
countries even play!  But you see my point; how you responded to the 
news of the Cubs victory depended on how your relationship to the story.  
For the Israelis and Canadians – the whole thing was foolishness.  For the 
people of Cleveland the result was devastating.  But for all those Cub fans 
that had been longing for the redemption of Chicago – it was life changing!  



And as a result, thousands of children will get #18 Cub’s Jerseys this 
December and will spend countless hours practicing their hitting in hopes 
of driving home a double in the bottom of the 10th someday…   
 
So what is the news of which the Angels spoke? 
It is probably important to note that “good news” must not to be confused 
with good advice.  This is incredibly important.  Jesus was not proclaimed 
to be a great teacher who came to give good advice.  Church has never 
been primarily a place where you come to get good advice.  The Bible was 
never written primarily to be a book filled with good advice.  Now, Jesus 
gives some good advice, hopefully you will get some good advice from 
people in the church, and the Bible does contain very helpful advice about 
a host of topics – but the angels declared to the shepherds in Bethlehem, 
“Good news of great joy that shall be for all people – for today in the city 
of David a Savior has been born He is Christ the Lord.”  They didn’t 
come and promote a guru who had been born with great advice.  They 
sang of a Savior like the world had never seen.   
 
News Fractures the World 
• Good news is foolishness to those who care nothing for the story 
• Good news is not good at all – even offensive to those opposed to it 
• Good news is life giving to those who are opposed to the current story 

and believe its message of victory and hope.   
• And as a result of the news, People’s lives are forever changed.  

o Some will shrug at the news only to be surprised by its eternal 
implications  

o Some will be enraged and will lash out as a result  
o And Some will spend their lives glowing with expectation, hope, 

and joy as they see the effects of that News transform the world.   
 
But make no mistake; news fractures the world in a million different ways.  
This is what Simeon spoke of.  “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed…” How you 
respond to the news depends on how you understand history. 
 
So what’s the big deal about Christmas?   
Most professing Christians understand the backstory something like this:  



• God made us and He has rules 
• But His rules are impossibly hard and so none of us can obey them  
• As a result, the world is a mess and God is mad at us (because we 

keep breaking His rules) we are mad at ourselves (for not keeping His 
rules) or we are mad at God (for giving us the rules we can’t keep in 
the first place) or all of the above.   

• So Jesus stepped in, took the beating we deserved, died in our place 
and that somehow made it all better  

• Now God is glad (because somebody died) and we are off the hook 
(also because somebody died) 

• And someday, when we die, we can be with our friends and have fun 
forever in a place called heaven where we won’t have to worry about 
any impossible rules – or consequences.   

 
The Bible tells the story a bit differently.   
• The Bible tells a story of a Good God who made a Good World and 

filled it with Good Creatures.  He put Good People in it to have 
Dominion over it – that is to be His Good managers in His Good 
Creation – and to live in unending Doxology (or worship) with Him – 
that is to kind-of organize and articulate the Goodness of His Creation 
back to Him.  I tell you all the time that we are Made by God in the 
Image of God to Reflect God.  We are like mirrors; we reflect His 
Goodness into the World around us and we Reflect His glory revealed 
in Creation back to Him.  It is all for His Glory, our Our Joy and for the 
Good of His Creation.   

• But humans Aspired to be like God and instead of Representing Him 
in His Creation, they Rebelled against Him – and their hearts became 
darkened and corrupt.  As a result, God’s Good Creation was 
shattered, for those who were given the task of ordering it, were out of 
order.   
o Now death, sickness, corruption, murder, and all kinds of evil 

entered the world through the sin of our first Father Adam.   
o The result is not an angry, out of control egomaniac God who is 

just sitting back smiting people for breaking His impossible rules. 
Rather, the result is a hopelessly broken world that an infinitely 
loving God is promising to Redeem, Recreate and Resurrect.   



• So 2,000 years ago Jesus was born – God in the flesh.  Announced 
to be the Savior of the world.  God with us in our loneliness.  The Light 
of truth piercing through the darkness of deceit.  The Breath of Life 
filling the lungs of a suffocating world.  The Bread of Life for starving 
people.  Living water, for dehydrated nations.   
o At Christmas, God decisively interjected Himself into the story of 

brokenness and in love identified completely with His broken 
People – so much so that He would eventually be Broken and 
Crushed! This news totally fractured everyone’s understanding of 
God.  Nobody saw this coming!  Not like this!  Not a baby, not a 
cross, not sacrifice…  The incarnation – Christmas – was both 
bitter and sweet.  It changed everything.  

• But when Christmas is considered in light of the Cross and 
Resurrection it points directly to the total Undoing of sin and death!   
o Through His perfect life, Jesus revealed God to the World – and 

demonstrated what the Image of God looks like.   
o Through His death on the cross, He paid the price for sins he had 

not even committed – taking our sin and giving us His perfection.   
o And When He walked out of the Tomb on Easter Sunday, He 

proved what He had promised.  He was in fact Recreating the 
broken world and undoing the brokenness altogether!  He was 
even undoing death itself!   

 
So what’s the Big deal about Christmas? 
• Christmas was that moment when the King of Creation stepped into 

His broken, dark, sin infested Kingdom, cloaked in humility.  Only 
those close to Him could feel the winds of recreation begin to blow.  
But when He rose from the dead, the cloak dropped and His true glory 
became plainly evident.  Like sunlight breaking through the fog, it was 
then that people realized the story of brokenness, darkness, pain, 
suffering and sin had been forever changed, and was being forever 
undone.  The kingdom of sin and death Adam had created, had been 
toppled and God in Christ was about the business of making all things 
new.  

• And so History turns on a baby 
• How you respond to Him – depends on how you understand the story	

	



Schedule: 
• 6:00 Set up and ready to go 
• 6:30 Welcome/Announcements: Josh 

o Welcome  
o Announcements 

§ Join us on Sunday Mornings! 
• White Elephant, 1990’s Christmas Party!! Dec. 14th.  
• JUMP on Quiz Sunday Morning’s 
• Or Join Caleb this Sunday for a Catechism that has 

nothing to do with Cats 
§ Core at Homes Sunday Nights.  Cards with location info are 

available – ask a leader. 
§ 90’s Night Christmas Party Dec. 14th! 

• Dress in your best 90’s attire!  
• Bring a White Elephant gift that cost $0 

§ Ice Camp Registration is open!!!! 
• Sign up on line $145  
• Scholarships are available.   

• 6:40 Music: The LODG Collaborative 
• 6:55 Message: What will you do with Christmas?  Caleb 
• 7:20 Core Groups: 
• 7:35 Krazee Gamez: LODG Mindy & Shana  G2 Melissa 
• 8-8:30 Hangout  

 
 
 

Core Group Questions 
• What do you do with news? 
• What news have you announced recently? 
• Why do you think people don’t announce the News about Jesus? 
• What keeps you from announcing the News about Jesus? 
• How has Christmas changed you? 

 
 


