
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 For thus says the LORD: “You were sold for nothing, and you shall be 
redeemed without money.” 4 For thus says the Lord GOD: “My people went 
down at the first into Egypt to sojourn there, and the Assyrian oppressed them 
for nothing 5 Now therefore what have I here,” declares the LORD, “seeing that 
my people are taken away for nothing?  Their rulers wail,” declares the LORD, 
“and continually all the day my name is despised. 6 Therefore my people shall 
know my name.  Therefore in that day they shall know that it is I who speak; 
here I am. 

 
7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good new of happiness, who publishes 
salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”  

 

10 The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
1 … Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm 
of the LORD been revealed? 

Isaiah 52:3-7; 10; 53:1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Why did Jesus come? When was Jesus born? Who was Jesus best friend? 
Why did Jesus die? What did Jesus do after he rose from the dead? Why 
doesn’t Jesus come back now? Jesus is at the center of so many of our 
questions – and he is God’s definitive answer to all of our deepest needs.  
 

Tonight we are going to look into some of these questions as we go back into 
the book of Isaiah and see God’s Motive, God’s Message, and God’s Holy 
Arm.   
 

God’s Motive: Isaiah 52:3-6 
• For the JUSTICE of his PEOPLE 
• For the GLORY of his NAME 
• For a RELATIONSHIP with his PEOPLE 

 

God doesn’t hide his motives. He pretty much puts them right out there.  
Justice, Glory and Relationship. God will not let sin go unpunished – it’s part 
of his character. His motive for sending Jesus is to war against injustice. If you 
remember from 3 weeks ago: God hears our cries, sees our pain, 
Understands our suffering, and that motivates him to come down. Jesus 
came down to see God’s justice done. 
 

But God is also all about his own glory. The world was created to glisten with 
his glory.  People were to cover the earth like litter glittering glory reflecting 
mirrors – shining God’s glory into the world and reflecting the beauty of God’s 
creation back to him in worship.  God sent Jesus to be a perfect reflection of 
him in a world of broken mirrors – and to repair the broken shards so that they 
would once again reflect the Glory of his name. 
 

Finally, God made us to live in relationship with him.  We were made to enter 
into the perfect relationship within the trinity – to experience the love of the 
Father, the brotherhood of the Son and the Power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus 
came down so that we could recognize the God in whose image we were 
made.  So that when he spoke, we could know him.  Like the burning bush – 
Jesus commands our attention and says “here I am.”  
 



God is motivated by Justice for his people, Glory for his name and for a 
relationship with his people.   
 

God’s Message: Isaiah 52:7 
• PEACE: Inner CALM – or the absence ANXIETY 

o FEAR doesn’t reign.  GOD REIGNS!  
• HAPPINESS: Joyful CONTENTMENT – or the absence of ENVY 

o CIRCUMSTANCES don’t reign.  GOD REIGNS!  
• SALVATION: To be RESCUED from what is killing us  

o Salvation ASSUMES & EXPOSES our INABLITY to help ourselves.   
o LET GO of your SIN, your PRIDE and your LIFE. GOD REIGNS!  

• The BEAUTY of the MESSAGE, is TRANSFERRED to the MESSENGER  
 

All through the Bible the beautiful promise of God’s reign is characterized by 
Peace, happiness, joy and Salvation.  Though our hearts long for these things 
– we also know that left to ourselves cannot have any of them for PEACE is an 
inner calm – or the absence of anxiety, HAPPINESS joyful contentment – or 
the absence of envy, and SALVATION is to be pulled out of what we have 
entangled ourselves in – salvation assumes and exposes our inability to help 
ourselves.  But the message of the Bible is that God’s reign brings PEACE 
that passes all understanding, HAPPINESS that transcends circumstances, 
and SALVATION from the sin we cling so tightly to.  This is the message of 
Christianity. Fear doesn’t reign.  GOD REIGNS! Evil, suffering, pain, and 
circumstances don’t reign.  GOD REIGNS! Let go of your sin, your pride and 
everything else and cling tightly to God – because GOD REIGNS! Peace for 
anxiety, happiness for envy, salvation for death, Beauty for Ashes. This is the 
promise of God’s reign! Isn’t this what the Angels proclaimed to the 
shepherds outside of Bethlehem?  “PEACE on earth and Good will toward 
men!” “Fear not, I bring you good news of Great JOY that shall be for all 
people!” Isn’t this what the Angel told Mary about the child she would give 
birth to? “You shall call his name Jesus for he will SAVE his people from their 
sins.” And isn’t this eternal King the one whom the Magi came to worship? 
“Where is he who is born KING of the Jews?  For we saw his star in the east 
and have come to worship him.” 
 

But the Beauty of the message is transferred to the Messenger. Whenever we 
talk about feet, we are talking about what they do. In ancient times, news of 
victory or defeat would be sent via a runner.  Someone would literally run from 
town to town proclaiming the outcome of the battle.  If their side had won the 



battle the messenger would be lifted up as if he had won the battle himself! If 
their side had lost the battle, the messenger would bear the despair of the 
people as if he had singlehandedly lost the battle. The attitude of the people 
toward the runner was directly tied to the message he proclaimed – and his 
feet carried the news.  The beauty of the message was transferred to the 
messenger!   
 

A Messenger is supposed to run swiftly to public places to proclaim the 
message! (aka a mountain) The Messenger has little concern for his 
appearance, because the message is what matters. The Messenger’s feet are 
far from clean – for they have come as quickly as possible with a message 
they cannot wait to share.  They care little about the color of their shoes so 
long as they can still run! Their feet are not beautiful; the message they carry 
transforms the dirt from the journey into something beautiful.  The beauty of 
the message is transferred to the messenger.   
 

God’s Holy Arm: Isaiah 52:10 & 53:1 
• STRENGTH revealed in MEEKNESS 
• SUPREMACY revealed in SERVICE 
• SALVATION revealed in SUFFERING 
• Sovereign REIGN revealed in RESURRECTION 

 

A man’s strength is revealed by the weight of what he carries.  A week man 
wants to appear strong.  A strong man just bears up under the weight.  A 
emotionally secure man can be emotionally vulnerable because he knows it 
won’t crush him. A weak leader has to take credit for everything for fear of 
being overthrown.  A strong leader can allow others to flourish because he is 
settled in his ability and right to lead.   
 

When God bears his holy arm, he doesn’t have anything to prove.  He is 
simply acting for His Glory, our joy and the good of His people.  He rolls up his 
sleeves to do something – not to prove something.   
 

The arm of God is a metaphor for his sovereign rule.  His arm is strong and 
mighty.  His arm shelters his children, defends the oppressed and crushes the 
wicked.  When Isaiah says that God “has bared his holy arm” he is saying, 
God has rolled up his sleeves to do something – not to prove something. 
 

But God didn’t demonstrate His Strength, supremacy, salvation and reign like 
we would imagine.  It was so different from what anyone expected, that Isaiah 



asked the question: “to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?” King 
Jesus grew up right out in the open and nobody noticed.  He was actually 
despised and rejected by the people he came to save!  People actually hid 
from him!  His STRENGTH was revealed in MEEKNESS.  He was the all-
powerful God of creation…living as a peasant.  Meekness isn’t weakness – It’s 
power under control.  Jesus was born in a manger into a blue-collar family. His 
voice cracked when he hit puberty, his parents misunderstood him, and his 
brothers didn’t always like him.  The God who made humanity – became 
human.  As Jesus bared his Holy Arm he dialed his power back so that he 
could come close to us. So we could know him!  
 

His SUPREMACY was revealed in SERVICE - The King of the universe served 
his subjects.  The best example of this is when he took the position of a slave 
and washed his disciple’s feet – even Judas’ feet.  Don’t make the mistake of 
confusing service for slavery.  A few hours later, Judas would be consumed by 
his lust for power – and Jesus would demonstrate that he was a king who 
ruled over death itself.  Jesus demonstrated his supremacy by his service. The 
LORD had bared his Holy Arm – and served even his enemy. 
 

And in the greatest act of love in the history of the world – Jesus was crushed 
by the wrath of God reserved for us.  Through his suffering – we were saved. 
Jesus was crushed, so that we would not be crushed. Jesus did not suffer so 
that we would not suffer, but so that we would be sustained in our suffering.  
The LORD had bared his Holy Arm – and crushed his son. 
 

Then, on that great Easter morning, the ground shook, the grave opened, and 
Jesus walked out of his borrowed tomb!  His Reign was revealed in his 
resurrection!  The LORD had bared his Holy Arm – and rose to forever 
intercede for us.   
 

Jesus was born 2000 years ago to war against injustice, glorify his name and 
to enter into relationship with his people. He was and is the friend of sinners 
and came to save sinners.  He was crushed so that his friends would not be.  
Today, he is going to bat for those same friends, and getting things ready for 
us at his place where we will live with him forever.  Why doesn’t he come back 
now?  I don’t know – but I trust him because I’ve seen what he is capable of.  
The Arm of the Lord has been revealed.  
 



CORE QUESTIONS: 
• Read Philippians 2:4-11.  What does it mean to “have your attitude be the 

same as Jesus?” 
• If you were a super hero, how would you war against injustice, make 

yourself famous, and let people know who you really are? 
• Is Jesus fighting for you or against you?  Why?  
• How would you feel if you saw God rolling up his sleeves?  Why? 

 
 
 

SCHEDULE 
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G2 SCHEDULE 

• 5:30 Leader Meal Together with LODG 
• 6:15 Set up and ready to go 
• 6:30 Welcome/Announcements: Brad 

o Welcome 
o Announcements 

§ Join us on Sunday Mornings! 
§ Question of the week: How 

and why did God create us? 
• 6:35 Music: Piper & Caleb 
• 6:50 Why did Jesus come? Taylor 
• 7:15 Core Group: Refer to “CORE 

Questions” at the end of the message 
notes 

• 7:30 Games: Melissa  
o Gym 

• 8-8:30 Hangout  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

LODG SCHEDULE 
• 5:30 Leader Meal together with G2  
• 6:15 Set up and ready to go 
• 6:30 Welcome/Announcements: Josh 

o Video 
o Welcome  
o Announcements 

§ Question of the Week: How and 
why did God create us? 

§ Ski Day February 20.  Cost $20 
Registration is open! (see promo 
card) 

• 6:35 Krazee Gamez: Mindy/Shana 
• 7:00 Core Group: If you were a super hero, 

how would you war against injustice, make 
yourself famous, and let people know who 
you really are? 

• 7:10 Music: The LODG Collaborative 
• 7:25 Why did Jesus Come? Caleb 
• 7:50 Core Group: Refer to “CORE 

Questions” at the end of the message notes 
• 8-8:30 Hangout  

 


