
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. ‘Go, 
look over the land,’ he said, ‘especially Jericho.’ So they went and 
entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 
 
…The king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: ‘Bring out the men 
who came to you and entered your house, because they have come 
to spy out the whole land.’  
 
But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them… 
 
Before the spies lay down for the night she went up on the roof and 
said to them. ‘I know that the LORD has given this land to you and 
that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this 
country are melting in fear because of you.  We have heard how the 
LORD dried up the water of the Read Sea for you when you came out 
of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 
Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.  When 
we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone’s courage failed 
because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and 
on the earth below.  Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that 
you will show kindness to my family, because I have I have shown 
kindness to you.  Give me a sure sign that you will spare the lives of 
my family and mother, my brother and sisters, and all who belong to 
them, and that you will save us from death.” 

Joshua 2:1-13 
 
“By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched 
around them for seven days.  By faith the prostitute Rahab, because 
she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were 
disobedient.”  

Hebrews 11:30-31 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the difference between faith and amazement? I distinctly remember 
being gripped several years ago as Pastor Paul Tripp opened his Bible and 
exposed this reality.   
 

“Faith isn’t natural for us.  Doubt is natural. Fear is natural. Worry is 
natural. Looking over the fence in envy at someone’s life who seems to 
have it easier than you is natural. Pushing through your mind that 
seemingly endless catalog of ‘what ifs’ trying to solve all the problems 
you may face before they come is natural. But faith isn’t natural for us.” 
Paul Tripp 

 

Amazement is passive.  Faith is active.  Amazement is entertaining.  Faith is life 
changing.  Amazement is a natural reaction.  Faith is a purposed response. 
Amazement is natural.  Faith isn’t.  
 

Many of you have heard this story, but I still haven’t found a better one to 
illustrate what I’m talking about.   
 

Charles Blondin (1824-1897) was a great funambulist (tight rope walker). On 
June 30, 1859, he walked across Niagara Falls on a 1,100’ long 3” diameter 
hemp rope in front of a crowd of 100,000 spectators. As the story goes, over 
the next year the crowds continued to watch with baited breath as Blondin’s 
stunts became more daring.  He walked across the falls blindfolded, then on 
stilts, then he took a potbellied stove half way across, fried an egg and ate 
breakfast!  During one of these death-defying performances, thousands of 
spectators had gathered to and watch the great funambulist cheat death yet 
again.  The crowd watched with wonder as Blondin rolled a wheelbarrow 
across the thundering falls.  Upon safely reaching the shore, Blondin shouted 
to the crowd: “Should I do it again?”  The answer was a unanimous 
endorsement.  Blondin responded: “Should I cross again with someone in the 
wheelbarrow?”  The crowd thundered back with approval.  But the crowd 
grew nervously silent when Blondin replied: “Who will get in?” After a long 



silence one man stepped forward and climbed into the wheelbarrow.  It was 
Harry Colcord – Blondin’s manager.   
 

You see, Charles Blondin amazed the crowd, but only Harry Colcord was 
willing to venture out with him across the falls. Pastor Tripp is right; there is a 
massive difference between amazement and faith.  
 

Turn in your Bibles to Joshua 2. Tonight we are going to see through the eyes 
of Rahab. But before we get there, you need to know a few things about 
Rahab.  She doesn’t know God of the Bible.  She hasn’t seen a single miracle.  
She is a prostitute living in the pagan city of Jericho who has heard stories of 
these people who are coming to invade her home and she has heard what 
their God has done, and everybody in the city has heard the same stories.  
Now, 2 Israelite spies seek refuge in her home and she sees soldiers sent by 
the king coming up to her house looking for these two men. What should she 
do? She is afraid of them, afraid of their God, afraid for her life, afraid for her 
family, and afraid for her city.  You see,  
 

“Faith isn’t natural for us.  Doubt is natural. Fear is natural. Worry is 
natural. Looking over the fence in envy at someone’s life who seems to 
have it easier than you is natural. Pushing through your mind that 
seemingly endless catalog of ‘what ifs’ trying to solve all the problems 
you may face before they come is natural. But faith isn’t natural for us.” 
Paul Tripp 

 

But God is calling her to put her reputation, her security, and her very life in the 
hands of these two strangers and step out in faith.  What would you do? 
 

Now, if you’ve read the story, you know that Rahab hides the spies, diverts 
the soldiers and helps them escape over the city wall. But Listen to what 
Rahab tells the spies before sending them on their way:  
 

“I know that the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear of 
you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear 
because of you.  We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the 
Read Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to 
Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom 
you completely destroyed.  When we heard of it, our hearts melted and 
everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God 
in heaven above and on the earth below.  Now then, please swear to me 



by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have I 
have shown kindness to you.  Give me a sure sign that you will spare the 
lives of my family and mother, my brother and sisters, and all who belong 
to them, and that you will save us from death.” 

 

The whole city was amazed by the stories they had heard – and they were 
filled with great fear.  But Rahab stepped out from the crowd and placed her 
faith in the God who had made a covenant with a nation of slaves, delivered 
them from the most powerful country on earth and was keeping His promises 
by giving them her home. So, when her city locked the gates, she opened her 
window.  When the city shook with fear she stood in faith.  When the soldiers 
hunted the spies in her home she hid them on her roof.  When the city walls 
fell, her home remained standing.  When the soldiers died in the battle, her 
family lived.  And when Jesus was born Rabab the Jericho prostitute was one 
of his great great great great grandmas.   
 

Rahab didn’t save herself – and she didn’t deserve to be saved any more than 
the Israelites deserved to be saved back in Egypt.  Rahab believed that God 
would do what he had promised. She recognized her own inability to save 
herself from His judgment.  So she waved the white flag and threw herself on 
the mercy of the God who delivers the helpless and destroys the proud.  Or as 
Hebrews 11 says she “believed God and it was credited [to her] as 
righteousness.”  Her city was amazed – and filled with fear.  Rahab believed 
God and stepped out in faith. 
 

You guys have asked great questions over the past couple of months.  You’ve 
heard God introduce himself to Moses. You’ve heard how God made Adam 
and Eve and how He is making you.  You’ve heard how God put on skin and 
came to save his people.  You’ve heard about His fierce love for His people 
and fierce fury toward sin.  You’ve heard about how Jesus identified with 
sinners and has called sinners to identify with Him instead of their sin.  You 
see, you have stood in the crowd amazed by Jesus, by his miracles, by his 
teaching, and even by the gospel!  But, now Jesus has called you to step out 
and follow Him in faith.  You can’t save yourself!  Trust Jesus as your Lord 
Savior God King and Christ tonight!  Like Rahab, throw yourself on the mercy 
of the God who keeps His promises!  Be baptized!  Identify with the God who 
would humble Himself to identify with you! There is a difference between faith 
and amazement.  Jesus is calling to step out and trust him alone.   



CORE QUESTIONS: 
• What is the difference between amazement and faith? 
• What is God asking you to follow Him in faith? 
• Can you be afraid and still live by faith? 
• Who do you know who lives by faith in middle school? 
• What makes him or her different?  
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G2 SCHEDULE 

• 6:15 Set up and ready to go 
• 6:30 Welcome/Announcements: Caleb 

o Welcome 
o Announcements 

§ Join us on Sunday Mornings! 
§ Question of the week: What 

is the law of God as 
recorded in the 10 
commandments? 

• 6:35 Music: Piper & Caleb 
• 6:50 Is It more than a story? 
• 7:15 Core Group: Refer to “CORE 

Questions” at the end of the message 
notes 

• 7:30 Games: Melissa  
o Gym 

• 8-8:30 Hangout  
 

 

 
 
 
 
	
	

LODG SCHEDULE 
• 6:15 Set up and ready to go 
• 6:30 Welcome/Announcements: Josh 

o Video 
o Welcome  
o Announcements 

§ Question of the Week: what is 
the law of God as recorded in 
the 10 commandments? 

§ See the City: Chicago day trip 
• 6:35 Krazee Gamez: Mindy/Shana 
• 7:00 Core Group: What is the difference 

between faith and amazement? 
• 7:10 Music: The LODG Collaborative 
• 7:25 Is it more than a story? 
• 7:50 Core Group: Refer to “CORE 

Questions” at the end of the message notes 
• 8-8:30 Hangout  

 


