
Mark 3:7-35                         February 3, 2016 
 

Our passage ended last week with the Pharisees and Herodians seeking to 
destroy Jesus. This week we will observe Jesus unintimidated and boldly 
moving forward to build the kingdom. He is following God’s plan and building 
the family of God.  
 

 (3:7-12) 

 Broadening area of influence  
o Jews -  came from Galilee, Judea, Jerusalem 
o Jews and Gentiles - came from Idumea and beyond the Jordan 
o Gentiles -  came from Tyre and Sidon 
o Showing how God is drawing both Jews and Gentiles into his 

salvation plan. (Gen 12:3, Luke 2:25-32, Eph 3:4-6) 
 Heard all he was doing: 

o Came for healing 
o Came to hear his teaching 
o Came to touch him and be touched by him 

 In need of a shepherd to lead them (Matt 9:35-38, Luke 6:12-13) 
o They are a mob without direction 
o Jesus – thinking ahead - plans a boat for teaching 
o Jesus – thinking ahead – prays about leaders to join in the work 

 

 (3:13-19) 

 Apostle - meaning: “Sent one, ambassador, authorized representative 
 Why Jesus appointed the twelve  

o To be with him 
o So he might send them to preach 
o So that he could give them authority to cast out demons 

 Who Jesus appointed (Acts 1:21-22) 
o Simon (Peter), James and John (Sons of Thunder), Andrew, Philip, 

Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, 
Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot 



o Ordinary men. Different backgrounds. Imperfect. But same 
Master! 

o Used by God to help build God’s family and establish the church 
 

 (3:22-30) 

 Jesus has been ministering in the power of the Holy Spirit 
 Scribes claim that his power comes from Satan 
 Jesus exposes the insanity of their reasoning.  
 He declares that all sins can be forgiven, but those who blaspheme 

against the Holy Spirit will never have forgiveness, but are guilty of an 
eternal sin 

 What does He mean by this? 
o Jesus knows he is our way to God (The Trinity’s perfect plan!) 
o Holy Spirit’s is God’s agent to  point us to Him  

 To convict of sin, righteousness and  judgement (John 16:7-
11) 

 To testify that Jesus is who he says he is (John 15:26, 16:13-15) 
 To offer salvation to all who believe (Acts 4:8-12; Tit 3: 4-5) 
 To empower believers to follow God (Acts 2:38, Rom 8) 

o To reject the Holy Spirit  is to close off your heart and mind to 
Jesus whom he makes known   

o The scribes and the Pharisees were doing just this, and cutting 
themselves off to God himself in the person of Jesus Christ 

o They were rejecting God’s invitation into the family (1 John 3:10) 
 

 (3:20-21, 31-35)  

 Jesus is teaching in Peter’s packed house and his family come to rescue 
him 

 Unable to get to him, they relay a message. Come out now so we can 
talk.  

 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and brothers?” And looking 
about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister 
and mother.” 
 

o Not just his biological family 



o Not only those from Jewish descent 
o Rather, all those who do the will of God (John 6:40, John 17:3) 

 
 Have I placed my faith in Jesus for salvation, and joined his family? 
 Do I release my family to boldly follow God even if it means loss, 

sacrifice? 
 Jesus must always come first. Before our nearest and dearest. Luke 

9:57-62 
 
 
 
 
 
 


